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City  Aims  to 
Get  J-Church 
Back  on  Track 

Transit  Agency  Orders  Four- 
Month  Inspection  of  Line 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Noe  Valley  resident  Lisa  Butterworth 
lives  less  than  a  block  from  the  J- 
Church  streetcar  stop  at  24th  and  Church 
streets.  Yet  each  morning,  she  walks  five 
blocks  downhill  from  her  apartment  to 
reach  the  24th  Street  BART  Station.  From 
there,  she  heads  to  her  job  in  the  Finan¬ 
cial  District.  In  the  evening,  her  routine  is 
much  the  same,  except  she  has  to  walk 
uphill  to  get  home. 

“I  find  it  so  miserable  that  I  never  take 
it,”  Butterworth  says  of  the  J-Church  line. 
“As  far  as  I’m  concerned,  it  doesn’t  even 
exist — except  when  it  screws  up  my  tele¬ 
vision  reception  when  a  train  goes  by  my 
apartment.” 

Butterworth  isn’t  the  only  rider  frus¬ 
trated  with  the  J-Church  line,  which  car¬ 
ries  an  average  of  1 8,700  passengers  each 
weekday  along  its  route  from  Balboa  Park 
through  Noe  Valley  to  the  Embarcadero. 

“I  have  often  looked  online  to  coordi¬ 
nate  with  BART,  and  [the  J-Church]  of¬ 
ten  doesn’t  come  when  it  says  it's  going 
to,”  says  Shanna  Willner,  a  Berkeley  res¬ 
ident  who  rides  the  J-Church  line  to  Noe 
Valley  twice  a  week. 

Riders’  frustration  with  the  rail  line  is 
hardly  unfounded.  A  recent  report  from 
the  San  Francisco  Municipal  Transit 
Agency  (SFMTA)  identified  the  J- 
Church  as  the  city’s  worst-performing  rail 
line,  with  an  on-time  performance  record 
of  just  61.9  percent  last  year.  Under 
Proposition  E,  passed  by  voters  in  1999, 
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Commuters  on  the  J-Church  streetcar  may  arrive  home  a  little  quicker  this  summer,  after 
the  city  finishes  a  four-month  tune-up  of  the  line’s  on-time  performance.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


Terry  Lynn  Karl: 
Noe  Valley’s 
Champion  for 
Human  Rights 

By  Lorraine  Sanders 

For  almost  two  decades,  Terry  Lynn 
Karl  kept  the  several  boxes  of  papers, 
photographs,  and  other  documents  she'd 
amassed  during  her  many  trips  to  El  Sal¬ 
vador  during  the  1980s  tucked  away  in 
her  Sanchez  Street  home.  She  wasn’t 
quite  sure  why  she  kept  them.  She  just 
knew  she  had  to. 

“Something  just  said,  ‘Hang  on  to  this, 
hang  on  to  this,”’  says  Karl,  a  Stanford 
University  professor  of  political  science 
and  Latin  American  studies  who  has  lived 
in  Noe  Valley  since  1986. 

Of  course,  Karl’s  boxes  weren't  filled 
with  the  sort  of  ordinary  ephemera  one 
collects  over  the  years.  The  contents  of 
those  boxes,  along  with  Karl's  own  ex¬ 


periences,  led  to  landmark  victories  in 
three  major  U.S.  human  rights  and  war 
crime  trials  between  2002  and  2006. 
One — Romagoza  et  al  v.  Garcia  and 
Vides  Casanova — resulted  in  the  first  jury 
verdict  in  U.S.  history  to  find  war  gen¬ 
erals  guilty  of  crimes  against  humanity 
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It  Takes  a  Lot  of 
Neighbors  to 
Design  a  Village 

Residents  Come  Up  with  a 
Master  Plan  for  24th  Street 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

The  meetings  are  over.  The  poll  results 
are  in.  And  Downtown  Noe  Valley  is 
well  on  the  way  to  adopting  a  long-range 
design  plan  that  should  solidify  its  repu¬ 
tation  as  an  urban  village  that  is  family- 
friendly,  aesthetically  attractive,  and — 
dare  we  say  it? — green. 

Do  you  want  to  see  calmer  traffic  along 
the  24th  Street  shopping  corridor?  It’s  in 
the  plan.  How  about  street  clocks  and  plant¬ 
er  boxes,  mini-parks  and  public  art?  Also 
on  the  drawing  board.  And  what  about  put¬ 
ting  those  ugly  utility  wires  underground? 
Well,  we’ll  have  to  wait  a  while  on  that  one. 

The  master  plan  for  24th  Street,  dubbed 
“An  Urban  Village  Plan,”  was  completed 
last  month  following  a  series  of  commu¬ 
nity  forums.  At  the  meetings,  local  resi¬ 
dents  and  merchants  massaged  three  al¬ 
ternative  proposals  drawn  up  by  an  urban 
design  firm  under  a  $35,000  contract 
from  the  Noe  Valley  Association  (NVA). 

The  firm,  Urban  Ecology,  is  writing  its 
final  report,  which  the  association  will 
use  to  help  determine  how  the  commer¬ 
cial  district  should  look  over  the  next  20 
years  or  so.  The  plan  preferred  by  forum 
participants  focuses  on  the  establishment 
of  six  “village  hubs,”  gathering  spots  that 
would  be  located  along  24th  Street  at  the 
major  intersections  of  Church,  Castro, 
and  Diamond  streets,  and  at  three  mid¬ 
block  locations. 

“I’m  pretty  pleased  with  it,”  said  David 
Eiland,  chairman  of  the  NVA’s  Green  and 
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A  Slice  of  History 
From  the  24th  Street 
Cheese  Company 

By  Kale  Volkman 

When  Charles  Kung  took  over  the 
24th  Street  Cheese  Company  in 
February  1986,  he  knew  very  little  about 
cheese.  His  teenage  years  in  Argentina 
had  given  him  some  background  in  West¬ 
ern  tastes,  but  his  Chinese  roots  were  no 
help  at  all,  he  says.  “Living  in  Argentina 
was  the  first  time  I  had  contact  with  West¬ 
ern  food — the  ham,  the  cheese,  the  wine.” 

So,  how  did  he  become  the  proprietor  of 
Noe  Valley’s  “perfectly  aged” cheese  shop? 

Just  after  his  birth  in  1950,  Kung's  par-  • 
ents  moved  their  family  from  mainland 

China  to  Taiwan,  where  his  father  served 
#■ 
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After  21  years  as  owner  of  the  24th  Street  Cheese  Company,  Charles  Kung,  assisted  by  employees  Susan  Holtslander  and  Ellen  Herlihy 
(right),  has  become  a  connoisseur  ofs  the  wine  and  cheese  tastes  of  the  neighborhood.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Betty  Taisch 

Top  Producer 


It  takes  more  than  a  sign  to  sell  your  home. 

I  offer  you  the  knowledge  and  experience  needed  in 
today's  active  market  -  plus  local,  nationwide,  and 
international  marketing.  Call  me  today  to  learn  more 
about  buying  or  selling  your  home 


CRS,  LTG,  PMN,  CRB,  SRES,  EPRO 
International  President's  Premiere 
Top  1%  Nationally 


coLouieu. 

BANtteRQ 


(415)338-0121 

betty@taisch.com 

www.taisch.com 


mo  Market  Street  -  $1,145,000 

Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex  located  in  a  desirable 
&  convenient  location  Unit  1)  Full  upper  level 
2BR  flat  is  filled  with  light  from  numerous 
skylights.  This  unit  includes  a  private  deck  & 
laundry  room  w/washer  &  dryer  hook  up.  Spacious 
living  room,  eat-in  kitchen  &  wonderful  views  of 
the  bay.  Perfect  for  owners  unit.  Unit  2)  Junior  1 
bed  apartment  w/private  rear  deck.  Unit  3)  Studio 
with  separate  kitchen. 


1351-1355  Harrison  Street  $1,125,000 
Wonderful  Victorian  mixed  use  building.  1st  floor: 
Commercial  store  front.  Hardwood  floors,  open 
floor  plan,  security  system,  high  ceilings  with  track 
lighting.  2nd  floor:  Original  4  room  flat,  now  with 
open  floor  plan  &  hardwood  floors,  "living  room" 
with  fireplace,  eat-in  kitchen  with  ceramic  tile  floor, 
&,  dishwasher.  Top  floor:  Wonderful,  bright,  loft  like 
space  w/some  partitions  &  hardwood  floors.  Nicely 
updated  kitchen  with  stainless  appliances. 


COLDWELL  BANKER 

proudly  presents 


Stunning  Remodeled  Condo  With  a  View 

Stunning  remodeled  top  floor  2  level,  2BD/1.5BA  corner 
VIEW  condo.  Many  designer  touches.  Plantation  shutters 
&  2  Murano  glass  fixtures.  Gourmet  eat-in  kitchen.  Deck 
off  living/dining  room  with  spectacular  Bay  &  City  views. 
Wood  burning  fireplace.  Marble  bath  with  cherry  cabinets 
&  contemporary  fixtures.  Storage  room  &  1  car  gar.  pkg 
with.  A  must  see!!! 

Offered  at  $749,000 

Lisa  Camozzi  & 

Jim  Laufenberg 
415.338.0212 

Classic  Upper  Market  Triplex 

Desirable  &  convenient  location  on  a  tree-lined  side 
terrace  off  Market.  #1)  Full  upper  level  2BD  flat  is- 
filled  with  light  from  numerous  skylights.  Unit  includes 
a  private  deck  &  laundry  room  with  washer  &  dryer. 
Spacious  living  room  &  kitchen.  #2)Junior  1BD  with 
private  rear  deck.  #3)  Lower  front  studio.  Large  garage 
&  storage  for  upper  unit  only.  Close  to  everything. 

Offered  at:  $1,145,000 


Betty  Taisch 
415.338.0121 


Avoid  HOA  fees 

Come  see  this  one  of  a  kind  home.  The  home  which  is 
zoned  RH-2  is  a  1BD/1BA  with  a  garage.  Also  has  an 
unwarranted  room  downstairs.  This  home  is  perfect  to 
be  near  everything.  Walk  to  Church  Street  Restaurants 
or  enjoy  24th  St  Shops.  Take  a  quick  hike  up  Cortland 
you're  in  the  heart  of  Bernal.  Take  the  Muni  and  you’re 
downtown  quickly. 

Offered  at  $649,000 

Tony  Alejandre 
415.338.0227 
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Lakeside  -  2633  Ocean  Avenue  415.334.1880 
Market  -  2355  Market  Street  415.437.4500 

Now  Open 
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RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 


i 
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photorejuvenation  /  wrinkle  reduction  /  skin"  firming  /  facials  /  hair  remoyal 

...  Meet  the  new  face 
in  your  neighborhood. 


”  1  \  '  'V  'iv  ,  h 


Come  in  to  dermaiounge  and  save  20%*  on  a  luxurious  faciaL 

' 

We’re  here  to  beautify  your  neighborhood  one  face  at  a  time. 

’ 

Call  4 15.285.6464  to  book  your  appointment  /  1301  Church  Street,  San  Francisco  /  www.dermalounge.com 


Hn 


M 


gStii 


"Offer  expires  April  30th. 


=Es:  Owned  and  Operated  by  NRT  Incorpo'Bted  ©2007  NRT  Incorporated. 
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FURNITURE 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  years  presents  our  first  annual 

SPRING  SALE  •  APRIL  1-15 

SAVE  15%  on  all  Special  Order  Upholstery 

SAVE  20%  on  all  Special  Order  Custom  Drapes  &  Window  Shades 
SAVE  10%  on  all  Dining  Table  &  Chair  Sets 

SAVE  10%  on  all  Special  Order  Bedding,  Duvets,  Shams  and  Sheet  Sets 
SAVE  15%  on  any  Bed  &  Mattress  Combination 
SAVE  10%  on  all  A.V.  Cabinets 

SAVE  up  to  50%  off  the  original  price  on  select  Floor  Sample  Items 


3769  24th  Street  near  Church  •  415.643.3845 

echohg@aol.com  •  web.mac.com/echofurniture 
Open  Mon.  -  Sat.  1  1 :00  -  6:00  /  Sun.  12-5/  Closed  Wed. 
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1366  Guerrero  St. 

This  1883  Victorian  is  a  Historic  Landmark 
Building  which  is  situated  in  the  center 

OF  A  6250  SQUARE  FOOT  GARDEN  PARADISE 
HIGH  ABOVE  THE  STREET.  THE  FACADE  AND 
MANY  INTERIOR  DETAILS  HAVE  BEEN  MAINTAINED 
IN  THEIR  ORIGINAL  CONDITION  AND  ARE  A 
WELL  PRESERVED  EXAMPLE  OF  LATE  1800’S 
ARCHITECTURE  AND  DECOR. 

•  Flat  Italian  ate  Facade 

•  10  Rooms  plus  4  Baths 

•  3  Ornate  Marble  Fireplaces 

•  2  Car  Garage 

•  Charming  Carriage  House 

•  Huge  Wine  Cellar 

•  Photo-Voltaic  Solar  System 

•  Huge  Landscaped  Gardens 

•  Historic  Parlor  with  All  Original  Decor 

•  Offered  at  $1,789,000 

Available  for  viewing  Sat/Sun  April  28  &  29 
Details  at:  www.1366guerrero.com 
CALL  415  920  8220  FOR  A  MORE  INFORMATION 


.BLACKLINE 

CONSTRUCTION 


THINK  1  BUILD  -  I  MODERN 


Blackline  Construction  specializes  in  building  modern  spaces 
in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area.  We  construct  residences  that 
are  elegant,  inviting  and  long  lasting.  During  our  projects,  we 
develop  collaborative  and  trust-based  partnerships  with  our 
clients  and  their  architects.  Our  expert  execution  of  your 
modern  design  completes  the  equation  that  defines  the 
beauty  of  your  space. 


-  (415)  412-2370 

License  #  783873 

WWW.BLACKLINECONSTRUCTION.COM 

info@blacklineconstruction.com 


Paxton  Gate 

Exceptional  Gardens 

Design  and  Construction  since  1992 

We  specialize  in  making  creative  use  of  any  outdoor  space. 
Our  master  stoneworkers  construct  fountains,  patks,  ponds 
&  retaining  walls.  Fine  construction  of  trellises,  arbors, 
decks  &  furniture  coupled  witk  unique  plant  selection  can 
turn  your  outdoor  space,  wbetber  large  or 
small,  into  an  wonderful  extension  of  your 
borne.  We  also  offer  irrigation,  lighting, 
maintenance  and  arborist  services. 

Visit  our  showroom  and  retail  store  at 
824  Valencia  St.,  log  on  to  paxtongate.com, 
or  call  us  at  41 5-824- 1 872. 

LIC  #825875 


INISHING 


OOD 


There's  no  longer  any 
reason  to  wait  to  renew 
that  beautiful  wood 
in  your  home. 


CABINETS 

FLOORS 

TRIM 

NO  DUST 
NO  MESS 
NO  ODOR 


Unlike  typical  wood 
ifinishing,  the  NHance 
olutionary  system  allows 
a  dust  free  house  within 
24  hours,  no  mess. 


Enjoy  beautiful  cabinets, 
tejoors,  windowsills, 

1'  woodwork,  doors 
and  more  with  complete 
Customer  Satisfaction 
jfe  Guarantee. 


ance 


Revolutionary  Wood  Renewal" 


Renew  the  life 
of  your  wood  now 
with  NHance. 


Serving  Son  Frannst 
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FUND  YOUR  IRA  TODAY 


INVESTMENTS  &  SERVICES 


At  Edward  Jones,  we  understand  why  you’re  investing.  You  have  specific  financial  goals  and 
the  desire  to  provide  for  yourself  and  your  loved  ones. 

Because  we  serve  individual  investors  and  business  owners,  all  of  our  energy  and  resources 
are  dedicated  to  helping  you  reach  your  long-term  financial  goals.  That’s  why  we  live  and  work 
in  your  community. 

Rather  than  chasing  the  latest  fad,  we  recommend  a  diversified  mix  of  investments  that  we 
believe  will  perform  well  over  the  long  term  while  managing  risk.  By  meeting  in  person  and  on 
a  regular  basis,  we  can  offer  investment  strategies  that  are  specifically  designed  for  you. 


Edward  Jones  ranked  "Highest  in  Investor  Satisfaction  With 
Full  Service  Brokerage  Firms,  Two  Years  in  a  Row" 

Edward  Jones  received  the  highest  numerical  score  two  years  in  a  row  among  full 
service  brokerage  firms  in  the  proprietary  J.D.  Power  and  Associates  2005-2006  Full 
Service  Investor  Satisfaction  Study.5"  2006  study  based  on  5,064  total  responses 
measuring  20  brokerage  firms  and  measures  opinions  of  investors  who  used  full- 
service  investment  institutions.  Proprietary  study  results  are  based  on  experiences 
and  perceptions  of  consumers  surveyed  from  November  2005  to  January  2006.  Your 
experiences  may  vary.  Visit  jdpower.com. 


Annuities 

Fixed 

Immediate 

Variable 

Banking  Services 

Cash  Management 
Programs 

Check  Writing  and 
Debit  Cards 

Credit  Cards  with 
Rewards 

Direct  Deposit 

Money  Market  Funds 

Mortgages  and  Home 
Equity  Financing1 

Online  Bill  Payment 

Personal  Lines  of 
Credit2 


Business  Retirement 
Plans 

401(k)s 

403(b)s 

457(b)s 

Defined  Benefit 

Profit-sharing 

SEP  IRAs 

SIMPLE  IRAs 

Education  Savings 

529  Plans 

Coverdell  Education 
Savings  Accounts 

Equity  Investments 

Common  Stocks 

Stock  Unit  Investment 
Trusts 

Edward  Jones  Trust 
Company  Services3 


Equity  Research 
Financial  Calculators 

Cost  Basis 
Education  Savings 
Estate  Considerations 
Insurance  Needs 
Retirement 
Tax  Estimators 

Fixed-income 

Investments 

Bond  Unit  Investment 
Trusts 

Bonds 

-  Corporate 

-  Government 

-  Government-spon¬ 
sored  Enterprise 
Notes 

-  Mortgage-backed 
Securities 


-  Municipal 

-  Zero  Coupon 

Certificates  of 
Deposit 

Individual 

Retirement  Accounts 

Roth  IRAs 
Traditional  IRAs 

Insurance 

Health  Insurance4 

Health  Savings 
Accounts4 

Long-term  Care 

Long-term  Disability 

Medicare  Supplement 

Permanent  Life 

Term  Life 

Investment  Banking 


Investor  Education 
Programs 

Managed  Account 
Program5 

Mutual  Funds 

Online  Account 
Access 

Personal  Financial 
Organizer 

Portfolio  and 
Retirement  Plan 
Reviews 

Retirement  Plan 
Rollovers  and 
Consolidation 

Systematic  Investing6 

Dividend  and  Income 
Reinvestment 

Monthly  Investing 
Program 


1  Financing  is  provided  by  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC,  an  affiliate  of  Edward  Jones.  Edward  Jones  Mortgage, 
LLC  is  licensed  by  the  Department  of  Corporations  under  the  California  Residential  Mortgage  Lending  Act,  is 
licensed  by  the  New  Hampshire  Banking  Department  and  is  a  Kansas  Licensed  Mortgage  Company  at  2710  5th 
Avenue  South,  Minneapolis,  MN  55408  (License  #  2002-4426).  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC  may  not  be 
available  in  your  area.  If  this  is  the  case,  your  request  will  be  forwarded  to  Wells  Fargo  Home  Mortgage,  a 
division  of  Wells  Fargo  Bank,  N.A.  to  assist  you.  Equal  Housing  Lenders.  Home  equity  lines  of  credit  secured  by 
homestead  properties  are  not  available  in  Texas.  ©2006  Edward  Jones  Mortgage,  LLC.  All  rights  reserved. 

7  Our  Personal  Line  of  Credit  is  a  margin  account.  Borrowing  against  securities  has  its  risks  and  is  not  appropriate 
for  everyone.  If  the  value  of  your  collateral  declines,  you  may  be  required  to  deposit  cash  or  additional  securities, 
or  the  securities  in  your  account  may  be  sold  to  meet  the  margin  call.  Interest  will  begin  to  accrue  from  the  date 
of  the  loan  and  be  charged  to  the  account.  Available  only  on  certain  types  of  accounts. 

3  Trust  services  and/or  investment  advisory  services  are  provided  by  the  Edward  Jones  Trust  Company,  an 
affiliate  of  Edward  D.  Jone6  &  Co.,  L.P.  ("Edward  Jones"),  a  registered  broker-dealer.  The  Edward  Jones  Trust 
Company  and  Edward  Jones  are  subsidiaries  of  the  Jones  Financial  Companies,  L.L.L.P.  Edward  Jones  Trust 
Company  is  a  registered  investment  adviser  and  may  utilize  Edward  Jones  or  other  affiliates  to  act  as  a  broker- 
dealer  for  transactions  or  for  other  services.  Payments  of  such  services  generally  will  be  charged  as  an  expense 
to  the  trust  and  will  not  reduce  the  amount  of  fees  payable  to  Edward  Jones  Trust  Company. 

1  Health  insurance  and  Health  Savings  Accounts  are  offered  through  Assurant  Health.  Not  available  in  all  states. 

5  Edward  Jones  is  a  dually  registered  broker-dealer  and  investment  adviser.  The  Managed  Account  Program  is  an 
Edward  Jones  investment  advisory  product. 

1  Systematic  investing  does  not  ensure  a  profit  or  protect  against  loss  in  declining  markets. 


www.edwardjones.com 
Member  SIPC 


Kathy  Zucchi,  AAMS 

Financial  Advisor 


Gary  Norman 

Financial  Advisor 


4190  24th  Street  at  Diamond  -  Noe  Valley 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

(415)2824079  or  (877)282-7588 

California  Insurance  License  OC24309 

www.edwardjones.com 
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Architecture 

Landscape 
Interior 
Graphics 
Media 


New 

Remodel 

Addition 


PLUMBING 


HEAT  &  AIR 


PLUMBING 

HEATING 

AIR 

Quality  •  Experience  •  Honesty 
Service  Since  1961 


415.821.0560 

www.discovercabrillo.tom 


Ponna  Sullivan 
415-32 1-4380 
donnahouse@aol.com 
3899  24th  Street  @  Sanchez 


hill  &  co. 

REAL  ESTATE 
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Well  You  Can  Believe  This: 

-  Same  Street 

-  Same  Excellent  Service, 

-  Same  Expert  Advice, 

-  Same  Charismatic  Personality 

(Just  Kidding) 


HARDWOOD  FLOORS 

28  Years  Experience 
In  San  Francisco 

REFINISHED 
REPAIRED 
INSTALLED 

3  Coat  Finishes 

References  Available 

License  #  594759 
Insured,  PL  &  PD 

Visalli  &  Son 

Free  Estimates  •  415-586-0307 


1031  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
jmoyerlandscaping.com 

415.821.3760 

Landscape  Contractor  License  853919 
Pest  Control  License  23632 


1990 

JANET  MOYER 

Landscaping 


no  charge  for  first  consultation,  permit  expediting  available 


seadot@pacbell.net 
www.seadotdesign.biz 
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24th/7. 


When  it  comes  to  hustle 
and  bustle,  you  won’t  find  a 
greater  beehive  of  activity 
in  the  City  than  24th 
Street  on  a  Saturday 
morning:  the  lure  of  freshly 
baked  pastries,  the  buzz  of 
upscale  boutiques,  the 
hubbub  of  bistros  and 
restaurants  getting  ready 
for  the  day. 

Noe  Valley  wasn’t  always 
like  this,  but  it's  always  had 
this  sense  of  community. 
There’s  the  fabulous 
weather;  of  course.  The 


take-your-breath-away  century  of  trust  between 


views  of  the  City.  And  the 
wonderful  Victorians  in 
which  residents  take  pride 
and  comfort. 

At  Hill  &  Co.,  we've  been 
helping  people  find  the 
homes  that  help  them 
realize  their  aspirations- 
in  Noe  Valley  and  in  all  of 
San  Francisco — for  nearly 
50  years.  And  we've 
helped  them  sell  their 
homes  too,  when  they’ve 
been  ready  to  move  on  to 
new  dreams.  It’s  a  half- 


our  agents  and  clients  that 
only  the  values  of  a  family- 
owned  business  can 
inspire. 

If  you'd  like  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  24th  Street 
and  Noe  Valley,  or  about 
any  other  neighborhood 
in  the  City,  give  us  a  call 
at  415-921-6000.  Or  visit 
our  website  at  www.hill- 
co.com. 

Anytime. 


9:37  AM  |  Noe  Valley 

San  Francisco  Neighborhoods 


Lombard  Street  Office 

1 880  Lombard  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)  931-0984 


Union  Street  Office 

2 1 07  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 23 
T:  (415)  921-6000 
F:  (415)931-9148 


24th  Street  Office 

3899  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
T:  (415)  824-1  100 
F:  (415)  321-4250 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


www.hill-co.com 


Property  Management  /  Rental  Office  T:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 777  F:  (4 1 5)  292- 1 775 
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Iraq  Vigil  Brings  Tears 

Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  top-of-the-fold, 
front-page  story  about  “3,000+  Lights,” 
my  Feb.  14  vigil  in  Dolores  Park  for 
American  soldiers  who  have  died  in  Iraq 
l March  2007  Voice].  Both  the  writer, 
Patrick  Letellier,  and  photographer,  Bev¬ 
erly  Tharp,  did  a  beautiful  job  in  words 
and  pictures. 

That  night,  family,  friends,  neighbors, 
and  random  dog-walkers  connected  on  an 
other-worldly  level.  Strangers  were  so 
touched  they  volunteered  to  help,  call  the 
press,  round  up  Muni  riders,  take  pic¬ 
tures,  and  write  about  the  piece.  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  hear  stories  and  to  experience 
new  meaning  from  the  work. 

I  collected  and  saved  the  names  we 
created  for  the  installation,  and  now  have 
two  large  shoeboxes  full  of  ribbons.  In 
early  April,  I  was  talking  to  a  group  of 
friends  and  said  I  had  not  really  cried 
about  the  war  until  Feb.  14. 1  told  them  I 
did  not  know  anyone  who  died  there,  but 
through  this  process  had  become  con¬ 
nected  to  many  names.  One  woman  said 
that  her  boss  had  lost  a  son-in-law  in  Iraq 
a  few  weeks  ago.  As  we  stood  over  the 
boxes  reading  the  names,  ages,  and  ranks, 
she  randomly  pulled  out  the  ribbon  for 
Army  Sergeant  Robert  Thrasher,  23  years 
old,  who  died  on  Feb.  11.  It’s  more  than 
a  coincidence  that  out  of  3, 1 28  names,  she 
brought  forth  the  one  commemorating  her 
boss’s  son-in-law. 

If  I  have  to,  I  will  do  “4,000  Lights.”  I 
will  keep  you  posted.  Thank  you  to  all 
those  in  the  neighborhood  who  came  and 
participated  in  the  event. 

Dianne  Platner 
22nd  Street 

Extra  Help  for  Girls  Sailing  Ships 

Editor: 

I  was  in  Casa  Mexicana  when  I  read 
my  letter  to  the  editor,  “Help  Girls  Sail 
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Ships,”  in  your  March  2007  issue.  I  was 
ecstatic,  and  the  Casa  Mexicana  owner 
shared  in  my  enthusiasm!  After  reading 
the  article,  however,  I  noted  that  I  had 
failed  to  acknowledge  four  merchants: 
Sun  Valley  Dairy,  Sunrise  Nails,  Star- 
bucks,  and  Hot  Headz. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  all  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  merchants  who  helped  in  my  Tall 
Ships  Education  Academy  fundraising 
efforts.  Thanks,  Noe  Valley.  I  guess  this  is 
one  of  the  reasons  I  am  proud  to  live  here! 

Mary  Ferretti-Breidinger 
Day  Street 

Ignore  the  Panhandlers 

Editor: 

If  you  walk  regularly  around  Noe  Val¬ 
ley,  among  the  familiar  faces  of  the  locals 
are  an  increasing  number  of  homeless 
each  week.  New  faces  seem  to  appear  con¬ 
stantly — and  each  one  seems  to  have  found 
a  different  block  on  which  to  shake  a  cup. 
It’s  as  if  the  word  has  gotten  out:  “Come 
to  Noe,  it’s  a  liberal  Eden  of  tolerance!” 

I  have  not  taken  a  formal  survey — but 
I  have  yet  to  hear  of  anyone  who  is  com¬ 
pletely  in  love  with  the  aggressive  dere¬ 
licts  that  loiter  in  the  two-foot  no  man’s 
land  between  Bell  Market  and  Tully ’s  Cof¬ 
fee.  After  a  legion  of  complaints,  neither 
business  wants  them  there,  but  neither 
seems  willing  to  do  anything. 

I  have  a  solution — and  I  don’t  care  if  it 
rankles  your  p.c.  bones:  Ignore  them  and 
do  not  pay  them  to  loiter  while  so  many 
of  us  work  hard  or  look  for  work.  I  hate 
to  seem  insensitive  to  their  plight,  but  if 
they  can  show  up  to  panhandle  and  keep 
regular  hours,  they  surely  could  show  up 
at  a  job.  If  we  can  whittle  it  down  to  just 
our  favorite  10  to  12  vagrants,  they  stand 
a  chance  of  survival. 

Michael  Capozzola 
Noe  Valley  resident 

SAFE  Ways  to  Be  Safe 

Editor: 

The  last  few  days  I  have  been  receiv¬ 
ing  calls  from  Noe  Valley  residents  say¬ 
ing  they  learned  about  SAFE  and  our 
services  from  your  newspaper.  I  want  to 
thank  you  for  publicizing  our  crime-pre¬ 
vention  organization,  and  hope  you  will 
continue  to  do  so.  Your  newspaper  is 
helping  our  outreach  efforts. 

A  huge  thanks  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice 
for  promoting  SAFE  and  our  crime-pre¬ 
vention  services. 

Pam  Matsuda,  Program  Director 
San  Francisco  SAFE  Inc. 

4 1 5-553- 1 982  or  pam@sfsafe.org 
www.sfsafe.org 

Editor's  Note:.  The  non-profit  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  SAFE,  Inc.  (Safety  Awareness  for 
Everyone)  brings  communities  and  re¬ 
sources  together  to  help  prevent  crime 
and  violence.  SAFE  also  acts  as  a  liaison 
between  neighborhood  groups  and  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department.  Here 
are  some  of  the  things  SAFE  can  do: 

•  Neighborhood  watch  groups  and 
business  watch  groups  setup 

•  Residential  security  surveys 

•  Business  security  surveys  and 
presentations 

•  Vehicle  and  pedestrian  safety 

•  Personal  safety  presentations 

•  Child  safety  presentations 

•  Older  adult  safety  presentations 

•  Workplace  violence  prevention 

•  Community  policing  activities 

•  Crisis  management 

•  Community  organizing 

•  Collaboration  with  city  agencies 
including  the  Office  of  Emergency 
Services  and  Homeland  Security, 
and  the  Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Team(NERT) 


Kim  Family  Fund  Thank-You’s 

Editor: 

I  am  giddy  with  excitement  to  send  to 
you  this  letter!  Thanks  to  the  generosity 
of  more  than  350  Noe  Valleyans,  the  Kim 
Family  Fund  has  exceeded  its  original 
goal  of  raising  $25,000  and  instead  raised 
$35,000  for  Kati  Kim  and  her  daughters. 

Sadly,  the  Voice  Letters  section  does 
not  have  enough  room  to  publicly  thank 
everyone  who  contributed  to  the  fund.  I 
do,  however,  wish  to  mention  a  few  above- 
and-beyond  contributing  Noe  Valley  res¬ 
idents,  including  Sherilyn  Adams,  Liz 
and  Dave  Austin,  Colleen  Bal,  Laurie 
Barkin,  Anne-Marie  Cordingly,  Christine 
Hoang,  Vince  Hogan,  Lynn  Ingham  (and 
the  Bay  Area  Interactive  Group),  Elena 
Lipkins,  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  Mark  Pas- 
tore,  Anne  Wilson  and  Rolf  Bachmann, 
who  with  his  Pomelo  Restaurant  patrons 
contributed  $3,500! 

Noe  Street  resident  and  Four  Seasons 
Executive  Chef  Jeremy  Emmerson  (and 
1 00  of  his  closest  friends  and  colleagues) 
raised  the  most  money — $20,000,  in 
fact — with  his  Chefs  of  Noe  Valley  din¬ 
ner  at  Incanto  Restaurant  and  Wine  Bar 
dn  Feb.  26:  Thank  you  to  all  the  wonder¬ 
ful  dinner  attendees,  who  came  with 
checkbooks  blazing! 

The  evening  was  a  culinary  extrava¬ 
ganza  with  each  chef  showing  off  his  or 
her  finest  fare.  To  begin,  there  was  a  silent 
auction  with  incredibly  delicious  nibbles 
donated  by  Fattoush  and  Eric’s  restau¬ 
rants.  Auction  items  included  a  luxury 
weekend  at  Meadowood  Napa  Valley, 
brunch  at  the  Ritz-Carlton  Half  Moon 
Bay,  dinner  at  Gary  Danko,  French  Laun¬ 
dry,  Jardiniere,  Kokkari  Estiatorio,  La  Ci- 
ccia,  Myth,  Cyrus,  and  Chow,  and  a  one- 
week  stay  at  the  Royal  Solaris  Resort  at 
San  Jose  del  Cabo  donated  by  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  resident  Sherri  Morr. 

The  five-course  dinner  was  a  mouth¬ 
watering  feast  showcasing  Church 
Street’s  finest:  Deep  Sushi,  Bistro  1689, 
Pescheria,  and,  of  course,  Incanto.  (By 
the  way,  look  for  Incanto  Chef  Chris 
Cosentino  on  an  April  22  airing  of  Iron 
Chef  on  the  Food  Network.)  At  the  end  of 
the  night.  Four  Seasons  brought  the  house 
down  with  Emmerson’s  warm  chocolate 
cake,  chocolate  pot  de  creme,  and  white 
chocolate  ice  cream,  followed  by  Bridget 
Labus’  delicious  chocolate  truffles. 

Thank  you  to  all  the  magnificent 
Church  Street  chefs  for  their  dedication 
and  continued  commitment  to  our  gem  of 
a  street.  Jeremy  Emmerson — devoted  fa¬ 
ther  who  felt  deep  inspiration  from  his 
supportive  wife  andtwo  youngdaughters 
to  create  this  event  for  Kati  and  her 
girls — I  thank  you  most  of  all,  scarecrow! 


Deborah  Kwan,  thank  you  for  grace¬ 
fully  handling  all  the  media  and  getting 
the  word  out.  Genie  Donnelly,  thank  you 
for  your  silent  auction  expertise.  Thank 
you,  Flowers  of  the  Valley,  for  adorning 
each  table  top  with  glorious  floral 
arrangements,  and  Noe  Valley  Bakery,  for 
donating  your  yummy  bread  for  the  oc¬ 
casion.  And  last  but  certainly  not  least, 
thank  you,  Mark  Pastore,  the  owner  of  In¬ 
canto  Restaurant,  who  when  I  praised  him 
for  donating  his  entire  restaurant  for  the 
dinner,  shrugged  it  off  and  said,  “This  is 
all  part  of  being  a  good  neighbor.” 

Thank  you,  everyone,  for  being  really, 
really  good  neighbors! 

Paula  Benton 
The  Kim  Family  Fund 

Shufat’s  Her  Favorite  Refuge 

Editor: 

I  love  Shufat’s,  the  deli  at  24th  and 
Church  streets,  and  nothing  makes  me 
more  furious  than  the  cafe  license  that  this 
city  of  San  Francisco  issued  to  Starbucks 
instead  of  the  Abunie  family,  who  own 
Shufat’s,  many  years  back.  Everyone 
who’s  spent  any  time  in  Shufat’s  with  me 
agrees  that  Noe  Valley  would  be  a  totally 
different  neighborhood  if  the  Abunie  fam¬ 
ily  had  gotten  that  cafe  license  instead. 

Since  9/11/2001,  these  folks  have  be¬ 
come  my  favorite  neighbors,  and  I’d  trust 
them  with  my  life.  Were  we  to  have  the 
big  earthquake,  the  terrorist  attack,  or, 
more  likely,  the  state  terrorist  attack,  we 
in  Noe  Valley  would  really  have  no  pub¬ 
lic  space  to  gather  in,  since  Nutraceutical 
has  taken  over  the  building  most  central 
to  the  neighborhood  and  left  it  empty,  to 
assert  the  primacy  of  private  property 
over  any  community  claim  to  its  center  or 
what  might,  long  ago  in  Europe,  have 
been  called  its  commons. 

Since  we  have  no  public  space,  my  first 
thought  would  be  to  head  straight  to  Shu¬ 
fat’s  Market  and  Delicatessen.  If  we’re 
goin’  down,  these  are  the  folks  I’d  most 
like  to  go  down  with. 

Ann  Garrison 

Dolores  Street 


LETTERS  to  the  EDITOR 


THE  VOICE  welcomes  your  letters  to 
the  editor.  Write  the  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94114.  Or  e-mail  editor@noevalley 
voice.com.  Please  include  your  name, 
address,  and  phone  number.  (Anony¬ 
mous  letters  will  not  be  considered  for 
publication.)  Be  aware  that  letters  may 
be  edited  for  brevity  or  clarity.  We  look 
forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
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Vandals  destroyed  three  newly  planted  trees  near  the  corner  of  Sanchez  and  24th  streets  in 
February,  forcing  the  Noe  Valley  Association  to  remove  them.  Frustrated  but  undeterred, 
the  NVA  will  plant  replacements  and  66  more  trees  in  April.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 


J-Church  Line  Put 
Under  a  Microscope 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

all  municipal  rail  lines  are  required  to  be 
on  time  at  least  85  percent  of  the  time.  The 
J  isn't  even  close. 

But  the  line’s  low  score  does  have  a  sil¬ 
ver  lining.  On  March  5,  the  SFMTA  an¬ 
nounced  the  J-Church  Pilot  Program,  part 
of  the  Transit  Effectiveness  Project’s  Early 
Action  Plan  and  modeled  aftet  a  similar 
initiative  that  improved  on-time  perfor¬ 
mance  on  the  California- 1  bus  line  from 
8 1  to  88  percent  over  a  three-month  period 
completed  in  February  2007.  The  120-day 
pilot  project,  slated  to  run  through  July 
13,  2007,  will  assess  the  rail  line,  its 
scheduling  and  day-to-day  operations,  in 
order  to  determine  what  causes  delays 
and  how  best  to  improve  on-time  per¬ 
formance. 

“We  are  very  focused  on  doing  every¬ 
thing  we  can  to  improve  the  service,”  says 
SFMTA  spokesperson  Maggie  Lynch. 

While  the  project  is  designed  to  pin¬ 
point  when,  where,  and  why  the  J-Church 
becomes  delayed.  Lynch  says  that  likely 
factors  include  internal  problems  like 
"missed  runs,”  which  are  defined  as  reg¬ 
ularly  scheduled  trains  that  fail  to  operate 
due  to  mechanical  problems  or  an  opera¬ 
tor’s  absence,  as  well  as  external  issues 
like  automobiles  and  delivery  trucks 
blocking  the  tracks. 

“We  don’t  have  what  you’d  call  exclu¬ 
sive  right  of  way.  If  somebody  double- 
parks  to  run  in  and  get  a  mochaccino, 
we’re  gonna  sit  there,”  Lynch  says. 

Rider  Survey  in  Progress 

Since  the  project’s  launch  early  last 
month,  transit  employees  have  been  col¬ 
lecting  data  detailing  how  much  time,  on 
average,  it  takes  for  a  J-Church  streetcar 
to  travel  from  stop  to  stop.  The  SFMTA 


has  added  an  inspector  at  the  departure 
terminal  to  ensure  all  J-Church  cars  are  in 
operation  when  they  are  supposed  to  be. 
And  transit  employees  have  been  asking 
J-Church  riders  to  complete  Transit  Ef¬ 
fectiveness  Project  (TEP)  surveys  that  de¬ 
tail  their  experiences  on  the  line.  The 
SFMTA  also  plans  to  reprogram  the  traf¬ 
fic  signal  at  1 8th  and  Church  streets  to  al¬ 
low  J-Church  streetcars  priority  passage. 

SFMTA  employees  are  already  work¬ 
ing  to  stop  streetcar  drivers  from  begin¬ 
ning  their  routes  early,  a  practice  that  can 
lead  to  overcrowding  on  the  next  car,  or 
not  running  at  all.  The  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  is  also  stepping  up  pa¬ 
trols  along  the  J-Church  route  to  deter  dri¬ 
vers  from  obstructing  the  streetcars’  path 
with  their  vehicles. 

Adding  Cars  May  Be  Slow-Going 

With  these  continued  efforts,  riders  are 
likely  to  see  improvements  before  the 
project's  completion  in  July.  Other 
changes  will  require  more  time.  Adding 
new  streetcars  to  the  route,  for  example, 
would  take  more  time,  says  Lynch,  due  to 
union  regulations  surrounding  employee 
signups  for  new  transit  routes. 

As  for  the  project's  cost,  Lynch  de¬ 
clined  to  give  an  exact  figure,  but  said  it 
would  likely  be  less  expensive  than  the 
California- 1  project,  which  cost  a  re¬ 
ported  $168,000,  because  there  are  fewer 
cars  in  operation  on  the  J-Church  line 
than  buses  on  the  California- 1  route. 

Despite  the  rail  line’s  poor  perfor¬ 
mance  record,  some  J-Church  riders  are 
able  to  look  on  the  bright  side.  Take  Clip¬ 
per  Street  resident  Peter  Olfe,  for  example: 

“Relative  to  the  Muni  buses,  it  doesn't 
smell  that  bad.  Besides,  the  view  at  the  top 
of  Dolores  Park  makes  the  ride  worth  it.” 

The  SFMTA  is  actively  seeking  people  to  report 
on  their  J-Church  riding  experiences  during 
the  pilot  program.  For  information,  e-mail  Jen-' 
nifer  Ulbrich  at  Jennifer.Ulbrich@sfmta.com. 


It’s  Not  Easy 
Staying  Green 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

Tree  lovers  in  Noe  Valley  had  some 
good  news  and  bad  news  last  month. 
First  the  bad  news:  Person  or  persons 
unknown  fatally  mangled  at  least  five 
young  trees  sometime  in  February.  The 
trees  were  among  the  66  that  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Association  (also  known  as  the  24th 
Street  Community  Benefit  District) 
planted  around  the  neighborhood  last  fall. 

NVA  Executive  Director  Debra  Nie¬ 
mann  says  the  three  London  plane  trees 
planted  on  the  Sanchez  Street  side  of  St. 
Clair’s  liquor  store  on  24th  Street  were  at¬ 
tacked  deliberately.  The  London  planes 
usually  mature  into  a  large  green  canopy 
of  leaves. 

“Someone  has  been  methodically  tear¬ 
ing  off  bits  and  pieces  of  the  trees  to  the 
point  that  nothing  will  grow,”  she  says. 

Vandals  also  lopped  off  the  top  of  a 
Tristania  sapling  in  front  of  Tuggey’s 
Hardware  Store  at  3835  24th  Street.  So 
much  of  the  ornamental  tree  was  sheared 
that  Niemann  says  it  “could  never  grow.” 

The  fifth  casualty,  a  non-fruit-bearing 
strawberry  tree,  was  located  in  front  of  an 
apartment  building  in  the  same  3800 
block  of  24th  Street.  It  was  cut  down  at 
mid-trunk. 

“All  the  trees  were  so  severely  dam¬ 
aged,  we  ended  up  having  to  take  them 
out  completely,”  Niemann  says.  “Now 
we'll  have  to  replant  and  put  cages  around 
them  to  try  to  deter  people.” 

She  says  she  has  no  idea  why  someone 
would  harm  the  neighborhood's  new 
trees.  “None  whatsoever.”  she  says. 
“We’ve  put  up  signs  saying  that  it  is 
against  the  law  to  destroy  this  tree." 

Undaunted,  the  association  will  plant 
another  batch  of  66  trees  in  April — that’s 
the  good  news — and  is  looking  for  vol¬ 


unteers  to  help  get  the  job  done. 

“We  need  66  volunteers,  one  per  tree, 
and  you  can  bring  your  kids,”  says  Nie¬ 
mann.  "Kids  love  to  dig  in  dirt.” 

Volunteers  will  gather  at  8  a.m.,  Satur¬ 
day,  April  14,  at  the  parking  lot  adjacent 
to  the  Bank  of  America,  to  assemble 
trees,  posts,  and  straps.  An  hour  or  so 
later.  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  will 
train  helpers  on  how  to  successfully  plant 
the  trees.  The  actual  planting  will  last 
about  three  hours,  and  will  be  followed 
by  a  pizza  feed  at  the  community  room  of 
St.  Philip's  Church. 

"This  is  a  great  opportunity  for  our 
community  to  come  together  and  im¬ 
prove  the  quality  of  air  and  life  for  all  of 
us  in  Noe  Valley,”  says  Niemann. 

The  trees  will  be  staked  at  two  loca¬ 
tions:  along  Castro  Street  from  Elizabeth 
Street  to  Jersey  Street,  and  along  24th 
Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond 
streets.  The  plantings  include  a  mixture  of 
five  species — Tristania,  Callery  pear, 
double-cherry.  Little  Gem  magnolias,  and 
non-fruit-bearing  strawberry.  They’re  all 
small  decorative  trees  with  nice  foliages 
and  blossoms. 

The  city  of  San  Francisco  awarded  the 
association  a  Community  Challenge 
grant  to  help  defray  the  $  1 75-per-tree  cost 
of  the  132  trees.  The  grant  covered  $100 
of  the  price,  and  the  remainder  was  fi¬ 
nanced  through  the  association’s  budget, 
Niemann  says.  ■ 


Before  someone  tore  off  their  branches, 


these  London  plane  trees  were  starting  to 
bring  a  leafy  presence  to  Sanchez  Street. 


Both  outbound  and  inbound  trains,  like  this  one,  will  be  clocked  during  Muni's  four-month 
assessment  of  the  J-Church  line.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


SF  LIVE  ARTS 
PRESENTS 


THE  NOE  VALLEY  MUSIC  SERIES 


At  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  •  1021  Sanchez  St.  near  23rd  •  All  Ages  Welcome 


Call  415-454-5238  for  information  •  www.noevalleymusic.com 


A  Project  ot  the  Noe  Valley  Presbyterian  Church 
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Tango  No.  9  With  Dancers 
Christy  Cote  &  Chelsea  Eng 

Bill  Evans  String  Summit 

With  Scitt  Nygaard,  Michael  Wicher,  Cindy  Browne,  and 
Tristan  S  Tashina  Clarridge 


Cuban  Pianist  Elio  Villafranco  &  Quartet 


Gamelan  Sekar  Jaya 


i 


ADVANCE  TICKETS  available  at  Streetlight  Records  -  3979  24th  Street 


All  Performances  At  8:15  p.m. 


Spring  cooking?  Hop  on  in. 


...we’re  in  your  neighborhood.  Why  go  downtown? 


Gather  inspiration  from 
our  cookbook  collection 


Cook  up  a  pancake  breakfast 
on  an  All-Clad  Griddle 


Bake  pretty  cookies  with 
our  spring  cookie  cutters. 


Slice  your  Easter  ham  with 
a  Wiisthof  carving  knife. 


Slow-cook  a  tender  brisket-* 
in  a  Le  Creuset  Dutch  oven. 


Present  your  meal  in  colorful  Bauer 
or  classic  white  Pillivuyt  serveware. 


We  offer  speedy  weekly  knife  sharpening.  Drop  off 
Sunday  by  6pm.  Pick  up  Tuesday  after  1  lam. 

Cooks  i  309  Castro  st.  @  24* 

Boulevard  (415)647-2665 
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CAN  FINE  CRAFTSMANSHIP 
MELD  WITH  BUSINESS? 

IS  THERE  ANY  OTHER  WAY? 


Our  business  model  was 
crafted.  It  started  with  an 
owner-management  team 
dedicated  to  design. 

A  fine-tuned  chain 
of  command  with  a 
single  point  of  contact. 
Individually  tailored 
project  teams.  And 
smooth,  fine  lines  of 
communication  all  the 
way  around.  Design 
cannot  succeed  in  a 
remodel  or  custom 
design  without  a 
business  model  crafted 
from  the  inside  out. 
Which  makes  the 
process  as  attractive, 
as  the  result. 


|  Spark 
Construction 

ON  SITE  INTELLIGENCE 

415.503.0055 

sparkconstruction.com 


Bold  &  Beautiful 
Skin  Care  by  Bella 

European  Facial 

•  Special  treatment  for  acne  skin 
•  Glycolic  acid  peel 
Experience  bio-electric  rejuvenation: 
This  ultimate  treatment  lifts  facial  muscles, 
tightens  skin,  diminishes  wrinkles,  and 
improves  complexion. 

•  Lash  and  eyebrow  tinting 
•  Waxing 

Gift  Certificates  Available 

Skincare  Therapist  Bella 
4081  24th  Street  (near  Castro) 
(415)  550-8700 

Open  Tuesday  -  Saturday 
Call  for  appointment 


0UIT 

SMART" 

Stop  smoking 
in  three  sessions. 

Individuals  •  Couples  •  Groups 

24  years  experience 
Noe  Valley  Office 
Lori  Feldman,  LCSW 
415.285.9770 

Psychotherapy  also  offered  for 
anxiety,  stress,  depression 
and  communication  issues. 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #58} 

Offer  to  share  your  ice  cream,  but  don't 
wipe  it  across  your  brother's  face. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 


1  hat's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning 


BUILDING 


TRUST. 


LFOR  LIFE 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 
trust. 

Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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(Formerly  Noe’s  Nest  Bed  and  Breakfast) 

Sewing  Noe  Valley  -  and  very  soon  - 
other  surrounding  neighborhoods 

After  twenty  years  of  providing  a  warm  and  unique  lodging 
experience  for  residents  and  visitors  to  San  Francisco’s  Noe  Valley, 
Noe’s  Nest  is  now  expanding  our  services  and  is  pleased  to  be  offering 
a  variety  of  new  accommodation  options  in  one  of 
die  city’s  finest  and  friendliest  neighborhoods. 

We  will  maintain  our  “local  family  and  friends”  connection 
while  offering  a  variety  of  comfortable  accommodations  in  both  bed  & 
breakfasts  or  apartments  for  short  or  long  term  stays. 

Vacation  travelers,  as  well  as  business  and 
corporate  visitors  will  enjoy  our  “home  away  from  home" 
alternative  to  the  impersonal  hotel  experience. 


Call 

415-821-0751 


For  Reservations 
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This  photo  shows  what  a  “bulb-out"  at  the  Noe  Street  bus  stop  might  look  like,  should  the 
city  adopt  some  of  the  features  of  a  new  master  plan  for  24th  Street. 


Photo  collage  courtesy  of  Urban  Ecology 


A  Master  Plan  for 
24th  Street 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  1 

Beautification  Committee.  “I  think  ulti¬ 
mately  it  will  be  a  blueprint  for  the  city.” 

Bulb-Outs  for  Bus  Stops 

The  design  research  began  with  forums 
in  November  and  December,  where  Ur¬ 
ban  Ecology  employed  role-playing  to 
get  residents  to  rank  their  desires  for  com¬ 
munity  improvements.  Participants  were 
given  a  stash  of  symbolic  money — their 
tax  dollars,  as  it  were — to  spend  on  their 
favorite  physical  improvements. 

The  plan's  highest  priority  emphasized 
strategies  to  make  both  the  street  safer  for 
pedestrians  and  the  sidewalks  more  hos¬ 
pitable.  Together,  they  would  “increase 
the  family-friendly  nature”  of  Noe  Valley, 
said  Kamya  Ramachandran,  Urban  Ecol¬ 
ogy’s  community  designer. 

The  traffic  measure  that  grabbed  the 
most  ardent  consideration  called  for  es¬ 
tablishing  bus  “bulb-outs”  to  replace 
Muni’s  current  loading  zones  at  several 
intersections.  The  bulb-outs  would  be 
created  by  extending  the  sidewalk  into  the 
street  by  up  to  six  feet.  The  bulb-outs  also 
would  be  dressed  up  with  plantings  and 
light  fixtures. 

Instead  of  moving  from  the  traffic  lane 
to  curbside  loading  zones,  as  they  now  do, 
buses  would  stop  in  the  middle  of  the 
street  to  take  on  and  discharge  passen¬ 
gers.  The  practical  effect  would  be  to 
force  cars  to  cool  their  wheels  until  the 
bus  is  ready  to  resume  its  route. 

The  bulb-outs  would  only  use  40  feet 
of  curbside  space,  not  the  70  to  80  feet 
that  bus  zones  currently  eat  up.  “We  don't 
lose  any  parking  spaces  by  doing  this,” 
said  Ramachandran,  “and  we  might  even 
gain  a  few  parking  spaces.” 

Crosswalks  That  Shout 

The  second  highest  amount  of  faux 
money  was  spent  on  the  installation  of 
high-visibility  crosswalks.  This  choice 
reflects  residents’  concerns  that  drivers 
have  been  failing  to  yield  to  pedestrians 
along  24th  Street,  and  vice  versa.  The 
Noe  Valley  self-planners  suggested  the 
use  of  bold,  ladder-  or  zebra-style  stripes 
to  shout  out  to  vehicular  traffic  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  crosswalks.  A  yellow  ladder  pro¬ 
totype  is  already  in  use  at  the  intersection 
at  24th  and  Castro  streets. 

Another  proposed  method  was  to  alter 
the  texture  of  the  pavement  at  crosswalks. 
For  pedestrians,  a  singing  countdown  at 
traffic  lights  would  let  them  know  how 
much  time  remained  to  cross  to  the  other 
side  of  the  street. 

Some  residents  expressed  concern  that 
bus  bulb-outs  and  other  traffic-calming 
measures  would  divert  cars  and  trucks 
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Q  Painting  &  Waterproofing 


When  Quality  Matters 

415.412.l642 


License  #  866791 
QPAINT.COM 


onto  side  streets.  They  posed  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “Are  we  going  to  make  Jersey  and 
Elizabeth  streets  the  fast  zones?”  Eiland 
said,  and  the  answer  was  “absolutely  not.” 

Ideas  for  Busy  Sidewalks 

Meeting  participants  happily  spent  a 
sizable  portion  of  their  funds  to  make 
24th  Street’s  12-foot-wide  sidewalks  a 
livelier  place  forpedestrians.  "Right  now, 
the  sidewalks  are  too  narrow  to  deal  with 
more  fun  stuff,”  said  Ramachandran. 
“You  can’t  really  do  much  with  it.” 

The  sidewalk  width  would  remain  as  it 
is  (except  for  the  bulb-outs).  But  the  plan 
would  reserve  three  feet  of  sidewalk 
space  closest  to  the  street  as  a  “sidewalk 
furnishing  zone.”  That  area  would  include 
streetlights,  parking  meters,  trees,  and 
other  landscaping— creating  a  buffer  that 
would  separate  pedestrians  from  vehicu¬ 
lar  traffic. 

The  next  six  feet  of  sidewalk  would 
serve  as  a  clear  travel  way  for  shoppers 
and  passersby.  The  last  three  feet,  in  front 
of  businesses,  would  be  set  aside  for  shop 
furnishings  such  as  benches,  store  display 
racks,  and  planters. 

Trees  and  Energy  Efficiency 

Ramachandran  said  residents  also 
were  “really  excited”  over  the  prospects 
of  “enhancing  the  environmental  sensi¬ 
tivity  of  the  streets.”  For  example,  they 
asked  for  street  furnishings  that  used 
wooden  or  recycled  plastic  furniture, 
landscaping  that  consisted  of  native 
plants  and  easy-to-maintain  trees,  and  en¬ 
ergy-efficient  street  lighting. 

But  their  top  environmental  recom¬ 
mendation  urged  the  use  of  permeable 
sidewalk  surfaces  and  planter  beds  so  that 
rainwater  could  soak  into  the  ground  and 
reduce  the  amount  that  wasted  into  the 
city’s  sewer  system. 


Are  you  in  Recovery 
from  Alcohol 
Dependence 

But  still  struggling  with  stress 
or  cravings? 

Participate  in  a  no-cost  mindfulness 
training  developed  to  help  reduce 
stress.  You'll  be  asked  to  respond  to 
questionnaires  and  interviews  and 
will  be  compensated  up  to  $100. 

To  find  out  more,  call 

415-600-5772  or  email 

livefree@sutterhealth.org 

California  Pacific 
Medical  Center 

A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


“The  idea  for  this  is,  as  much  as  possi¬ 
ble,  to  recharge  the  ground  with  water," 
she  said.  “Right  now,  we  have  impervi¬ 
ous  surfaces  of  concrete  and  asphalt... 
where  the  rainwater  water  goes  into  the 
sewer  system”  and  has  to  be  treated  with 
chemicals. 

The  idea  already  has  captured  the 
imagination  of  one  Noe  Valley  property 
owner,  according  to  Eiland,  who  operates 
Just  for  Fun,  a  gift  store  at  3982  24th 
Street.  Eiland  said  the  property  owner  is 
his  landlord,  who  needs  to  repair  the  con¬ 
crete  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  store  that  has 
been  buckled  by  tree  roots  for  the  fourth 
time  in  19  years. 

The  owner  plans  to  either  replace  the 
sidewalk  around  the  tree  with  a  perme¬ 
able  material  or  leave  the  space  open  and 
plant  flowers  or  shrubs,  Eiland  said.  “This 
is  an  example  of  what  the  whole  street 
will  look  like  one  day,”  he  said. 

Art  and  Public  Space 

j 

Endowing  Noe  Valley  with  more  pub¬ 
lic  art  was  another  goal  of  meeting-goers. 
Ramachandran  said  it  “really  stood  out” 
on  the  community’s  wish  list,  especially 
functional  art  such  as  benches  and  trash 
receptacles,  and  aesthetic  works  like 
sculptures  and  murals. 

Residents  were  keen  to  see  their  chil¬ 


dren  create  murals  or  ceramic  tile  projects 
for  public  display.  Two  possible  locations 
for  those  works  were  identified:  the  blank 
wall  at  the  Sterling  Bank  at  Church  Street 
and  the  blank  wall  near  Rabat  at  Noe 
Street. 

In  the  new  plan,  four  parking  lot  areas 
would  serve  as  mini  gathering  locations 
for  residents  to  socialize  or  for  shoppers 
to  take  a  breather.  Flowers  and  shrubs  and 
benches  would  be  used  to  soften  the  edges 
and  invite  people  into  the  "community 
hubs”  at  these  parking  lots:  at  Bell  Mar¬ 
ket,  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry’s  lot,  Wal- 
green’s,  and  the  city-operated  facility 
across  from  the  Valley  Tavern. 

A  Need  for  Real  Money 

To  stimulate  discussion.  Urban  Ecol¬ 
ogy  had  drawn  up  three  alternative  ver¬ 
sions  for  the  master  plan:  a  village  center 
located  at  Bell  Market;  a  smaller  “village 
hubs”  plan  (the  one  eventually  chosen); 
and  a  village  street  concept  that  spread  the 
amenities  along  the  entire  commercial 
strip.  These  concepts  were  shown  to  a 
group  of  about  45  people  at  a  final  meet¬ 
ing  on  March  6  at  St.  Philip’s  Hall. 

“The  community  liked  the  village  cen¬ 
ter  [too],”  said  Ramachandran,  which 
would  have  included  a  bus-stop  island  in 
front  of  Bell  Market  and  a  pedestrian  cross¬ 
walk  in  the  middle  of  the  block.  But  the 
city  had  nixed  the  idea  because  it  didn’t 
conform  to  city  policy  and  couldn’t  have 
won  approval,  Ramachandran  said. 

That  mid-block  alternative  may  be  re¬ 
considered  sometime  in  the  future,  as 
well  as  a  couple  of  design  ideas  that 
didn’t  make  the  cut  this  time  for  practical 
reasons:  putting  utility  wires  under¬ 
ground  and  permitting  more  diagonal 
parking  along  Castro  Street  closer  to  24th 
Street.  (Diagonal  parking  already  exists 
in  the  block  of  Castro  between  Jersey  and 
25th  streets.) 

The  urban  village  plan  will  require 
funding  from  various  city,  state,  and  fed¬ 
eral  sources.  But  having  such  a  plan  in 
place,  worked  out  with  community  feed¬ 
back,  will  make  it  easier  to  get  the  fund¬ 
ing,  Ramachandran  said. 

“That  said,  it  does  not  mean  having  a 
plan  is  going  to  get  things  done  in  the  next 
two  years,”  she  said.  “It’s  almost  a  20- 
year  plan....  We  have  to  fit  the  plans  in 
with  the  city’s  capital  budget.”  ■ 
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Mailbox  Rentals 
Black  &  White  Copies 
FAX 

Color  Copies 
Laminating  /  Binding 


Notary  Public 
Passport  Photos 
Custom  Packing 
Boxes 

Shipping  &  Moving 
Supplies 


Peggy  Handler,  MFT 

Psycho  therapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma,  and 
abuse.  Explore  and  work  through 
stuck  places,  fears  and  anxieties  that 
keep  you  from  having  the 
relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

415  695-0166 

Noe  Valley  Office 

License  MFC32077 
Se  Habla  Espaiiol 


VOICE  ARTIFACTS 

The  Noe  Valley  Voice  web 

site  at  www.noevalleyvoice.com 

offers  the  current  news  stories, 
features,  and  Class  Ads.  The  site 
also  has  Voice  archives  from  1996 
to  the  present.  Copies  of  the 
newsprint  edition  dating  back  to 
May  1977  are  stored  in  the  History 
Room  of  the  Main  Branch  of  the 
San  Francisco  Public  Library. 


HOUSE  HISTORIES 

LEARN  THE  SECRET  STORY  OF  YOUR  HOME 


{Trust  Building  Tip  #64} 
Stop  "borrowing"  money 
from  your  kid's  piggy  bank. 


Of  course,  the  Number  1  way  to  build 
trust  is  to  consistently  show  that  you're 
there  to  help  for  all  the  right  reasons. 

That's  what  you  get  when  you  work 
with  Michael  and  Oliver;  from  small 
things  like  being  on  time  and  returning  trust. 


Bltll.PISG 


TRUSTfosuuf 

www.zephyr-realestate.com 


calls,  to  more  important  matters  like 
delivering  sound  advice  on  property 
value  and  financing. 

Michael  and  Oliver  know  that  when  it 
comes  to  your  dreams,  it  all  begins  with 


Michael  Ackerman 
Oliver  Burgelman 
415.695.2715 
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or  FREE  Fast  Delivery  to  your  Home,  Business  or  Hotel 


Call  ahead  for  Pickup: 
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The  24th  Street  Cheese  Company  is  a  busy  place  on  Saturdays,  when  people  come  from  all 
over  the  city  to  stock  up  on  cheese  and  other  delicacies.  Photos  by  Pamela  Gerard 
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Charles  Kung’s 
24th  Street 
Cheese  Company 
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in  the  Nationalist  Air  Force.  In  1 964,  they 
moved  again — this  time  to  Buenos  Aires. 
“One  of  my  mother’s  childhood  friends 
lived  in  Argentina  in  the  late  ’50s,”  Kung 
explains.  "When  she  came  back  to  Tai¬ 
wan  in  the  early  '60s,  she  told  my  mother, 
‘Argentina  is  like  a  new  world.  You  can 
have  a  fresh  start  and  make  money  easily.’” 

It  wasn’t  so  easy  at  first.  The  family 
opened  a  Chinese  restaurant  with  some 
partners.  Kung  and  his  brother  attended 
the  local  Argentine  high  school  where 
they  learned  to  speak  Spanish;  his  sister 
went  to  the  American  school  and  im¬ 
proved  her  English.  They  all  worked  in 
the  restaurant  in  their  spare  time. 

One  day,  a  Chinese  fisherman  walked 
into  the  restaurant  and  happened  to  tell 
Kungjs  mother  that  he  needed  a  better 
vendor  for  his  food  supplies  for  his  fish¬ 
ing  boat.  "My  mother  realized,  we  can  get 
into  this  business,”  recalls  Kung.  That’s 
when  their  success  began. 

A  Mother  with  Foresight 

Their  first  San  Francisco  business  op¬ 
portunity  came  in  1973.  Kung’s  sister 
Mary  was  a  student  at  San  Francisco 
State  University  and  was  waiting  tables 
at  Andy’s  Doughnuts  on  Castro  Street 
when  the  building  went  up  for  sale. 
Kung’s  mother  was  on  the  next  plane 
from  Argentina  with  money  in  her  hand. 

Over  the  years,  Kung’s  mother  steadily 
purchased  more  real  estate  in  and  around 
Noe  Valley.  The  family  currently  owns  a 
home  in  Diamond  Heights,  a  building  on 
the  corner  of  Carl  and  Cole  streets  in  Cole 
Valley  that’s  the  home  of  Crepes  on  Cole, 
the  Mikeytom  grocery  building  at  Church 
and  Day  streets,  the  building  that's  home 
to  Ladybug  Ladybug  on  24th  and 
Sanchez,  and  of  course,  the  building 
that’s  home  to  the  24th  Street  Cheese 
Company,  at  3893  24th  Street  near 
Sanchez  Street. 

Two  men,  whose  names  are  unknown 
to  Kung,  opened  the  24th  Street  Cheese 
Company  under  the  name  The  Cheese 
Company  about  30  years  ago.  It  started  in 
the  storefront  now  operated  by  bp+eye- 
wear,  and  then  moved  across  the  street  to 
its  current  location  soon  thereafter.  After 
a  couple  of  years,  the  original  owners  sold 
the  store  to  Joan  Anderson,  who  ran  it  for 
about  five  years.  In  the  early  ’80s,  Kung’s 
family  bought  the  property  and  leased  the 
shop  to  Anderson. 

When  the  owner  left  abruptly  in  1984, 
the  Kungs  faced  a  decision.  “The  people 
who  were  working  here  told  my  parents, 
‘You  can  continue  this  cheese  store.’ 
[But)  there  was  very  little  here — no 
cheese,  just  the  empty  counter,"  Kung  re¬ 
calls.  “Of  course,  my  mother  told  them, 
‘We  don’t  know  how  to  run  a  cheese 
store.  We  can  run  a  Chinese  restaurant, 
but  not  a  cheese  store.’” 

At  the  time.  Kung  was  living  in  Ar¬ 
gentina,  helping  a  friend  run  his  grocery 
store.  After  finishing  his  degree  at  the 
University  of  Houston.  Kung  worked  as 
manager  for  his  family's  Chinese  restau¬ 
rant  New  Hunan,  which  was  in  the  space 
now  occupied  by  Cybelle’s  Pizza  at  24th 
and  Church  streets. 

He  had  gone  back  to  Buenos  Aires  be¬ 
cause  he  didn't  have  a  green  card  and  was 
awaiting  a  visa  so  he  could  return  to  the 


United  States  as  a  legal  immigrant.  That’s 
when  he  got  the  call  from  his  mother  that 
upon  his  arrival,  she  hoped  he  would  take 
over  the  cheese  store. 

When  Kung  and  his  new  wife,  Hsueh 
Wei,  arrived  in  1986.  they  moved  into  the 
apartment  above  the  shop.  While  he  ran 
the  business  downstairs,  his  wife  took 
care  of  their  two  daughters  upstairs. 
Joanna,  20,  and  Laura,  18,  are  now  both 
in  college  on  the  East  Coast. 

In  his  first  days  as  a  cheese  shop  owner, 
Kung  dove  into  research.  "The  kinds  of 
things  we  sell  here — bread,  raviolis, 
wine — I  knew  about  them  because  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  Argentina.  But  the  cheese,  1  didn’t 
know  anything.  I  was  only  familiar  with 
Parmesan,  mozzarella,  and  provolone — 
that’s  it.  But  here  we  have  several  hun¬ 
dred  different  kinds — all  different  types 
from  all  over — Switzerland.  Italy, 
France,  especially  France.  So  I  started  to 
read  lots  of  cheese  books.” 

The  text  Kung  relies  on  the  most  to  this 
day  is  Cheese:  The  Connoisseur's  Guide  to 
i  the  World's  Best,  by  Max  McCalman  and 
David  Gibbons.  “This  is  our  Bible.”  he  says. 

Kung  also  learned  by  watching  and  lis¬ 
tening.  “When  I  first  arrived,  we  had  three 
or  four  people  working  here  on  weekends. 
So  I  just  washed  the  knives.  I  did  the 
wrapping.  For  about  two  weeks  I  watched 
them — how  they  talked  with  customers, 
how  they  explained  about  different  kinds 
of  cheese.  I  kept  my  eyes  and  ears  open.... 

"When  the  sales  rep  came  in.  from  my 
prior  experience  as  a  manager,  I  knew  to 
ask  them,  ‘What  do  we  usually  buy  from 
you?' Plus.  1  had  seen  what  sold,  and  what 
didn't  sell.  And  then  I  could  differentiate 
between  the  cheeses  that  are  more  per¬ 
ishable — the  fresh  cheese,  and  the  more 
aged  cheese  that  you  don't  have  to  worry 
about  that  much.” 

More  Than  300  Cheeses 

Twenty-one  years  later,  Kung  has  be¬ 
come  an  expert  on  all  300  cheeses  his 
shop  carries,  down  to  the  minute  details 
of  each  cheese’s  age,  rind,  taste,  smell, 
and  color.  “Now  I  can  just  look  at  a 
cheese  and  know  if  it's  fresh  or  not  fresh. 
I  don’t  even  have  to  taste  it.  With  the  fresh 
wash-rind  cheese  from  France,  you  have 
to  smell  it.  When  we  get  the  delivery,  you 
have  to  check  all  of  them  and  make  sure 
they’re  not  too  old.  You  have  to  have  a 
good  nose."  That’s  not  to  say  he  doesn't 
keep  on  tasting.  "I  trust  my  own  palate," 
he  says.  "I  know  what  a  good  cheese 
should  taste  like." 

Kung  selects  cheddar  from  England, 
sheep's  milk  cheeses  from  Vermont,  Spain, 
and  Corsica,  aged  gouda  from  Holland,  and 
brie  and  camembert  from  France.  Prices 
range  from  $1 1.95  to  S40  per  pound. 

“I  ’  ve  carried  different  cheeses  as  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  in  Noe  Valle.y  have  changed 
over  the  past  20  years,"  he  says.  "The  peo¬ 
ple  moving  in  today  can  afford  more  high- 
end  really  good  cheese  than  people  who 


Charles  Kung,  who  lives  above  his  cheese 
shop  with  his  wife  Hsueh  Wei,  says  Noe 
Valley  is  like  a  small  town.  “You  have  to  be 
good,  because  if  you’re  not,  everyone 
knows,  and  fast.” 

lived  here  a  long  time  ago.  It  was  a  work¬ 
ing-class  neighborhood  in  the  mid-’70s. 
Now  it’s  totally  different.  Now  it’s  an  up¬ 
scale  neighborhood.  Many  of  the  cheeses 
I  carry  now  I  wouldn't  dare  to  carry  15 
years  ago.  But  now  I  can  carry  pretty 
much  the  best  cheese  in  the  whole  world.” 

Customer  Taste  Tests 

Kung  and  his  employees  Maria  Biehn. 
Susan  Holtslander,  and  Ellen  Herlihy  reg¬ 
ularly  share  their  knowledge  with  cus¬ 
tomers  and  offer  tastes  to  help  them  de¬ 
termine  which  cheeses  to  purchase. 
Customer  Jeff  Critchfield  appreciates 


their  expertise.  "It’s  great  to  know  we  can 
stop  by  and  count  on  Charles  and  his  staff 
to  recommend  a  variety  of  cheeses  per¬ 
fectly  suited  to  any  occasion,”  says 
Critchfield.  "He's  opened  our  eyes  and 
noses  and  taste  buds,  to  a  delicious  array 
of  cheeses  like  Saint  Agur.  Epoisses  de 
Bourgne,  and  Livarot.  Yum!” 

However,  the  cheese  shop  wasn't  al¬ 
ways  so  applauded.  Current  and  former 
customers  whispered  mild  complaints 
about  the  less  than  friendly  nature  of 
Kung's  staff  gone  by.  Customer  Amy  Ia- 
copi  remarks,  "I  had  heard  rave  reviews 
about  the  shop  upon  moving  into  the 
neighborhood.  As  a  cheese  novice,  I  was 
disappointed  on  my  first  visit,  because  the 
staff  was  less  than  excited  to  help  me.  A 
few  months  later,  I  tried  again  and  I'm 
glad  I  did.  A  warm  woman  gave  me  a  20- 
minute  cheese  tutorial." 

Kung  acknowledges  their  disappoint¬ 
ments.  He  says  the  closest  he  ever  came 
to  going  out  of  business  was  several  years 
ago.  "We  kind  of  struggled.  Maybe  at  that 
time  I  had  the  wrong  employees.  When 
they're  rude  to  customers,  customers 
aren't  going  to  come  back.  But  now  I  have 
really  good  people  working  for  me.  This 
is  such  a  small  community,  like  a  small 
town.  You  have  to  be  good,  because  if 
you're  not.  everyone  knows,  and  fast.” 

The  24th  Street  Cheese  Company's  best 
customers  are  Noe  Valley  residents,  says 
Kung.  “We  also  get  lots  of  people  from 
other  neighborhoods.  They  always  tell  us, 
'Why  don't  you  have  a  cheese  store  in  the 
Marina?’  But  we  get  good  support  from 
the  locals.  Our  regular  customers  shop 
here  once  a  week,  usually  on  their  way  to 
or  from  the  Farmers'  Market.” 

Several  customers  scoot  through  the 
door  minutes  before  the  7  o'clock  close 
on  a  Friday  night.  Herlihy  leans  over  the 
counter  and  hands  taste  after  taste  to  first¬ 
time  customer  Rebecca  Stevens,  as  Kung 
wraps  cheeses  for  storage  overnight. 

Stevens  settles  on  a  double-creme 
gouda,  triple-creme  brie,  and  sopersata 
salami.  She  was  inspired  to  come  in,  she 
says,  by  a  tip  from  some  friends  visiting 
from  Chicago.  "They  came  home  with 
some  really  amazing  cheese,  and  I  asked, 
‘Where  did  you  get  that?  Certainly  not 
Bell  Market.'  This  is  the  place.  It’s  better 
than  the  one  in'Cole  Valley.” 

Herlihy  flips  the  sign  from  Open  to 
Closed,  and  Kung  holds  the  door  as  his 
customers  make  their  way  past  him  into 
the  cool  night  air.  Then  he  turns  and 
walks  through  his  rustic  cheese  shop  and 
up  the  back  stairs  to  his  home,  where  his 
wife  is  waiting  for  him.  ■ 
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Sue  Bowie 

Real  Estate  Broker 
Noe  Valley  Specialist 

(415)  642-4000 

I 

suebowie@aol.com 

www.SueBowie.com 


Selecting  the  Best  Realtor 
is  the  Most  Important  Decision  You  Will  Make 
in  Buying  or  Selling  Real  Estate 

When  excellence  counts ,  demand  the  very  best! 

•  Full  time  Licensed  Real  Estate  Broker  since  1986 

•  Top  1%  Nationally  and  for  San  Francisco  since  1988 

•  More  than  1,000  Successfully  Closed  Transactions 

•  Owner  and  Manager  of  5+  Unit  Residential  Income  Properties 

•  Professional  Background  in  Teaching,  Research  and  Counseling 
(M.A.,  Ph.D.,  Psychology,  M.P.H.  Epidemiology,  Public  Health) 

Specializing  in  single  family  homes,  condominiums  and  TICs,  income  properties 
and  1031  exchanges,  trust,  estate  and  probates,  relocation  and  referrals. 

Check  out  the  latest  in  Noe  Valley  at 
www.NoeValleyOnline.com 
a  free  interactive  website  for  Noe  Valley 

Sue  Bowie  (415)  642-4000 
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SF  Day  Labor  Program 
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workers  available  for 
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workers  for  anytime!  Minimum  3  hrs./job. 

415-252-5375  or  252-5376 

M  -  F,  7  am  -  1  pm  &  Sat.  7  am  - 12  noon 

Women’s  Collective  $12-$15/hr.  min. 
Day  Laborers  Workers  Assoc.  $1 5/hr.  min. 
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An  Expert  Witness 
Against  El  Salvador’s 
‘Most  Wanted’ 
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under  the  doctrine  of  command  respon¬ 
sibility. 

A  petite  redhead  with  a  chatty  person¬ 
ality,  Karl  does  not,  on  the  surface  at  least, 
look  like  the  bulldog  chief  expert  witness 
she  is.  In  fact,  Karl  admits  that  her 
friendly  demeanor  may  have  helped  her 
gain  access  to  the  Salvadoran  military 
leaders  and  war-torn  areas  she  visited 
during  the  country's  long  civil  war,  a  con¬ 
flict  catalyzed  by  the  1980  assassination 
of  Archbishop  Oscar  Romero.  During  the 
12-year  war,  an  estimated  70,000  civil¬ 
ians  were  killed  by  their  own  military. 

In  the  early  1980s,  Karl  was  a  young 
Harvard  professor  traveling  back  and 
forth  to  Central  America  to  conduct  re¬ 
search  on  the  subject  that  forms  the  cor¬ 
nerstone  of  her  life's  work:  oil.  Her  posi¬ 
tion  at  a  leading  American  educational 
institution  gave  her  entree  to  the  inner 
sanctums  of  many  Central  American 
leaders,  ranging  from  the  head  of  OPEC 
to  the  president  of  El  Salvador. 

During  one  visit,  she  stumbled  across 
a  corpse  in  a  McDonald’s  parking  lot.  It 
was  her  first  day  in  El  Salvador. 

“I  was  walking,  and  it  was  dark,  and  I 
literally  kicked  this  body,”  she  recalls. 

That  may  have  been  her  first  encounter 
with  the  war’s  toll  on  innocent  civilians, 
but  it  was  hardly  her  last.  She  witnessed 
the  remains  of  123  murdered  children  in 
a  Salvadoran  village.  She  photographed 
military  leaders.  She  photographed  the 
dead.  Although  she  never  imagined  using 
the  material  to  prosecute  those  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  civilian  carnage,  Karl  was  cer¬ 
tain  she  was  witnessing  gross  human 
rights  violations  and  was  frustrated  by 
how  little  attention  they  received  on  an 
international  level. 

“I  was  appalled  that  you  couldn’t  make 
real  to  someone  a  Salvadoran  peasant — 
just  like  all  those  bombings  in  Iraq  don’t 


:rry  Lynn  Karl’s  human  rights  work  has  taken  her  to  many  countries  around  the  world, 
eluding  the  Congo,  where  she  befriended  Bondo,  a  Bonobo  chimpanzee. 


Discover  why  so  many  customers  tell  us  that 
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is  their  favorite  jewelry  store  in  the  Bay  Area 

Come  browse  our  vast  collection  of  14k  gold  &  sterling 
silver  by  many  local  and  international  designers. 


Stanford  professor  Terry  Lynn  Karl  witnessed  such  terrible  human  rights  violations  in  El  Salvador  in  the  1980s  that  she  felt  compelled  to 
testify  against  the  country’s  military  leaders  in  war  crime  trials  two  decades  later.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


seem  real,”  she  says. 

But  the  idea  that  the  military  comman¬ 
ders  leading  the  violence  would  ever  be 
brought  to  justice  in  a  U.S.  court  of  law 
never  crossed  Karl’s  mind.  After  all,  this 
was  another  country’s  civil  war. 

Fast-forward  two  decades.  Completely 
by  chance,  a  Salvadoran  woman  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  United  States  spotted  a  man 
who  had  tortured  her  during  the  war. 
They  were  riding  the  same  subway  train. 
Both  were  now  U.S.  citizens.  The  Center 
for  Justice  and  Accountability,  set  up  by 
Amnesty  International,  pursued  the  case 
after  first  establishing  a  “most  wanted” 
list  of  Salvadoran  human  rights  violators. 
Soon,  another  man  accused  of  torturing 
civilians  was  located  selling  used  cars  in 
Modesto.  Another  was  found  living  out 
his  golden  years  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  And 


two  former  Salvadoran  ministers  of  de¬ 
fense  who  held  those  posts  during  the 
civil  war  were  found  living  in  Florida. 

Karl  learned  about  the  case  and  volun¬ 
teered  to  organize  evidence  against  the 
accused  military  leaders — some  10,000 
declassified  documents — and  testify  as 
the  chief  expert  witness  at  their  trials.  To 
accomplish  the  Herculean  task,  Karl 
tapped  several  Stanford  students  to  help. 

For  the  first  trial,  Karl’s  team  and  a 
group  of  lawyers  working  pro  bono  set 
out  to  prove  that  former  Salvadoran  mil¬ 
itary  generals  Jose  Guillermo  Garcia  and 
Carlos  Eugenio  Vides  Casanova  were  re¬ 
sponsible  for  murder,  torture,  and  crimes 
against  humanity  conducted  during  the 
war.  But  even  with  testimony  from  torture 
victims  and  Karl's  storehouse  of  evi¬ 
dence,  victory  on  the  grounds  of  com¬ 
mand  responsibility  seemed  like  a  long 
shot.  "You  have  to  tell  a  jury  that  these 
generals,  these  guys  that  now  look  like 
they’re  your  grandfather,  these  guys  who 
were  in  most  cases  not  even  in  the  room 
when  people  were  tortured,  you  have  to 
make  a  leap  for  the  jurors  to  say,  'These 
people  are  responsible  even  if  they 
weren’t  right  there  and  even  if  we  can't 
prove  they  gave  the  actual  orders,'"  Karl 
explains. 

But  the  combination  of  Karl’s  acade¬ 
mic  expertise  and  firsthand  experience 
was  too  powerful  to  ignore. 

"Watching  her  testify  was  poetry  in 
motion,”  says  Jenais  Zarlin.  one  of  the 
Stanford  students  who  worked  on  the  tri¬ 


als  with  Karl.  “The  jury  was  captivated. 
She  was  systematically  describing  an  en¬ 
tire  socio-political  history  that  required 
two  full  days  of  explanation.  She  kept  the 
jury  spellbound.” 

As  a  result  of  Karl’s  testimony,  both 
generals  were  convicted  of  murder,  tor¬ 
ture,  and  crimes  against  humanity.  A  later 
trial  also  found  Colonel  Nicolas  Car¬ 
ranza,  formerly  El  Salvador’s  vice  minis¬ 
ter  of  defense,  guilty  of  crimes  against  hu¬ 
manity.  Because  the  trials  were  civil  and 
not  criminal  in  nature,  none  of  the  defen¬ 
dants  will  ever  end  up  in  jail.  Instead, 
their  punishment  will  come  in  the  form  of 
substantial  fines. 

Given  the  groundbreaking  nature  of 
the  trials,  it  should  come  as  no  surprise 
that  Karl  is  best  known  for  her  human 
rights  work.  She  holds  an  honorary  de¬ 
gree  in  human  rights  from  the  University 
of  San  Francisco  and  regularly  speaks 
about  her  involvement  with  the  trials.  But 
her  true  passion  is  oil,  a  subject  she  views 
as  inextricably  linked  to  war,  peace,  and 
human  rights.  Oil  Wars,  her  latest  book 
on  the  subject,  is  due  out  this  month. 

“The  human  rights  work  and  the  oil 
work  have  come  together  for  me  in  the 
full  sense,"  Karl  says.  “Many  of  the  great¬ 
est  human  rights  violations  today  have  an 
oil  story  underneath  them." 

Terry  Lynn  Karl  was  recently  awarded  the 
Miriam  Aaron  Roland  Volunteer  Service  Prize 
from  Stanford  University's  Haas  Center  for 
Public  Service. 


Look  for  special  promotions  &  tasty  treats 


ROSE  QUARTZ 

rpfand  Crafted Jewetry 

3904  24th  Street  at  Sanchez 
San  Francisco 
41  5.282.661  1 
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Mel  Murphy 
(415)  648-1200 

mmurphy@murphyobrienre.com 


Murphy 

O’Brien 

Real  Estate  Investments,  Inc. 


Luke  O'Brien 
(415)  516-8488 

lobrien@murphyobrienre.com 


245  23rd  Avenue,  San  Francisco  94123 


Richmond  District 

Luxury  View  home  with  Legal  In-Law 


Single  Family  House  -  4  BRS,  3  1/2  BA,  Sophisticated 
tri-level  home. 

First  Floor  -  Inviting  gourmet  kitchen  with  Viking 
Range,  Bosch  dishwasher,  granite  counter  tops,  cherry 
wood  cabinetry,  s/s  appliances,  trash  compactor,  wine 
cooler,  powder  room,  dining  area  off  kitchen  has  eye 
catching  remote  controlled  three  dimensional  fireplace 
and  the  adjoining  living  room  has  a  fireplace  and  bay 
window. 

Second  Floor  -  One  master  suite  with  view,  two  closets 
and  adjoining  bathroom  with  Jacuzzi  bathtub,  two  bed¬ 
rooms  with  access  to  rear  deck  and  one  bathroom  fin¬ 
ished  in  granite  and  tile. 

Third  Floor  -  Remarkable  master  suite  with  a  gas  fire- 
lace,  large  front  deck  and  a  rear  deck  overlooking  the 
ackyard,  both  with  panoramic  vistas  of  the  city  includ¬ 
ing  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  walk-in  closet  and  spacious 
master  bathroom  with  Jacuzzi  bathtub  finished  in  gran¬ 
ite  and  tile. 

Beautiful  hardwood  flooring  throughout,  in  house 
washer  and  dryer,  two  car  garage  parking,  remote  inter¬ 
com,  security,  fire  alarm  and  sprinkler  systems. 

In-law  -  1  BR  with  gas  fireplace  and  access  to  patio  and 
matured  backyard,  1  BA  finished  in  granite  and  tile  with 
a  shower/tub  combo  and  a  separate  shower,  gourmet 
kitchen  with  Viking  range,  Bosch  dishwasher,  s/s  appli¬ 
ances,  cherry  wood  cabinetry,  granite  counter  top,  living 
room  with  fireplace  and  hardwood  flooring  throughout. 

$1,999,000 


Also,  still  available  in  the  Richmond  District 

Unit  1  -  $988,000.  4  BRs,  2  BA,  condo  with  gourmet  kitchen,  granite  counter  tops,  stainless  steel  appliances, 
dining  area,  living  room  with  fireplace,  laundry,  floors  in  hardwood/carpet, 
car  space.  Approx.  1,560  sq.  ft.  living  space. 


For  more  information  on  these  and  other  exciting 
properties,  check  out 
www.murphyobrienre.com. 

To  schedule  a  private  showing,  please  call  Luke 
O'Brien  at  415-516-8488  or  our  office  at  415-648-1200 


Thinking  of  selling  your  property? 

Come  visit  our  newly  remodeled,  state-of-the  art 
office  in  Noe  Valley  at  4153  24th  Street 
for  a  complimentary  market  analysis. 


4153  24th  St.,  Ste.  4  •  San  Francisco,  CA  94114  •  Ph.  415.648.1200  Fax  415.648.1213 
www.murphyobrienre.com  •  email:  tara@murphyobrienre.com 


A  Creative, 

Supportive  Environment 


Monday  -  Saturday  1 1  -  6:30 
Sunday  11-4 


3897  18th  Street  at  Sanchez 

415-621-6642 


www.imagiknit.com 


Shonto 

Rivas 

D.D.S. 


COSMETIC  and 
GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


Children  and  Adults  welcomed 


801  Portola  Drive  #103 
San  Francisco,  CA  94127 


415-731-7700 


Carol  Robinson,  EA 

Member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Enrolled  Agents 


•  Individual  •  Tax  Planning 

•  Business  Returns  •  Prior  Year  Returns 

•  Electronic  Filing  •  Out-of-State  Returns 

Call  for  an  appointment  TODAY! 

300  Vicksburg  Street  #1,  San  Francisco  •  415-821-3200 

(on  the  corner  of  24th  near  Church  Street)  Notary  Public  Service 


B.  Birmingham  Inc. 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 


New  Garages 

Kitchens,  Baths  and  Complete  Renovations 
Horizontal  and  Vertical  Additions 
Seismic  Strengthening 


Providing  fine  craftsmanship  and  custom  home  remodeling 


415.731.4542 


License  it  706747 


bryanbirmingham@speakeasy.net 


Quality  construction  since  1985 


185  Bay  shore  Blvd. 

San  Francisco 

Service  and  Repair 

All  Domestic  and 
Import  Vehicles 


Computer  Diagnostics 
4-Wheel  Computerized  Alignments 
Pre-Purchase  Used  Vehicle  Inspecti 
Complete  Safety  Inspections 
Factory  Scheduled  Maintenance 
1  Year/12,000  Mi.  Warranty 
Genuine  Factory  Parts 


www.automotionsf.com 


f  HONEST  RELIABLE  \ 
V  PROFESSIONAL  ) 
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MINI  MI  SPECIAL 

P 

f 39.95 

ALIGNMENT 

INSPECTION 

Most  Vehicles 
Restrictions  may  apply 
Bring  Coupon  on 
Appointment  Day 

WINTER  SPECIAL 

10%  OFF 

LABOR 

Bring  Coupon  on 
Appointment  Day 


Art  Glass  ♦  Furniture  •  Plaster  Ornament  •  Textiles  •  Wallpaper 


-m 


"V 


A  resource  for  period 
design,  products,  & 
specialized  skills. 


RTISTIC 
LICENSE 

www.artisticlicense.org 


Architecture  •  Construction  •  Interior  &  Color  Design  •  Painted  Finishes 
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The  Seeds  of  a 
Mural  on  Walls  of 
Farmers’  Market 

By  Olivia  Boler 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry’s  24th  Street 
parking  lot  between  Sanchez  and 
Vicksburg  streets,  where  the  ever-popu- 
lar  Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market  is  held 
every  Saturday  morning,  is  on  its  way  to 
becoming  a  work  of  art.  San  Francisco 
muralist  Mona  Caron  has  been  tapped  to 
design  and  execute  not  one  but  two  mu¬ 
rals  on  the  walls  of  the  buildings  that  bor¬ 
der  the  lot. 

You  may  have  seen  Caron's  work 
throughout  the  city,  particularly  up  and 
down  Church  Street.  The  Market  Street 
Railway  Mural,  at  300  Church  Street  at 
15th,  “depicts  a  180-degree  bird’s-eye 
view  of  San  Francisco’s  Market  Street, 
through  different  time  periods  and  his¬ 
torical  events,”  according  to  Caron’s  web 
site,  www.monacaron.com.  The  mural 
won  several  awards,  including  a  2004  San 
Francisco  Beautification  Award,  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  honor  from  the  Board  of  Su¬ 
pervisors,  and  a  San  Francisco  Bay 
Guardian  Best  of  the  Bay  award.  Another 
of  Caron’s  murals,  on  the  corner  of 
Church  and  22nd  streets,  depicts  gigantic 


butterflies,  dragonflies,  bees,  wildflow- 
ers,  wild  grasses,  and  even  weeds,  both 
native  and  non-native  to  California. 

“The  whole  process  of  creating  a  mu¬ 
ral  takes  a  long  time,”  says  Caron,  adding 
that  she  plans  to  involve  neighbors  and 
community  groups  in  the  project.  “At  this 
point,  we  haven’t  determined  the  design 
yet  for  the  [24th  Street]  site." 

Caron  is  aided  by  her  “indefatigable 
coordinator,”  Joel  Pomerantz,  who  helped 
her  coordinate  the  Duboce  Bikeway 
Mural  she  created  behind  the  Safeway  at 
Duboce  and  Church  streets,  which  facds 
the  N  and  J  streetcar  tracks.  Pomerantz 
assists  Caron  with  logistical  details  like 
community  meetings,  funding  sources, 
and  paperwork.  In  fact,  Pomerantz  is  the 
brain  behind  the  proposed  Farmers’  Mar¬ 
ket  mural. 

“I'm  a  stilt  walker,"  Pomerantz  ex¬ 
plains.  “And  1  was  at  the  grand  opening 
of  the  Farmers'  Market  [in  December 
2003],  I  had  such  a  wonderful  time  and 
really  connected  with  the  people  who  run 
it.  So  I  approached  them  and  asked  if  they 
wouid  be  interested  in  publicizing  it  and 
promoting  it.”  Paula  Benton  of  the  Noe 
Valley  Farmers’  Market  confirms  this. 
"The  Fanners’  Market  board  loves  the 
idea  of  a  mural  and  Mona’s  work,”  says 
Benton.  She  notes,  however,  that  the  Farm¬ 
ers'  Market  is  not  yet  an  official  sponsor 
of  the  project. 


In  March,  Caron  won  a  $65,000  Com¬ 
munity  Challenge  grant  from  the  city  for 
the  mural,  but  Pomerantz  says  at  least 
$5,000  to  $  1 0,000  more  is  needed.  He  and 
Caron  hope  to  raise  that  by  soliciting  do¬ 
nations  from  residents  and  businesses.  "It 
gives  people  a  sense  of  ownership  and 
education  about  the  project,"  Pomerantz 
says. 

The  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  which  man¬ 
ages  the  parking  lot  property,  and  the  Noe 
Valley  Merchants  and  Professionals  As¬ 
sociation  both  wrote  letters  of  support  for 
Caron’s  grant  proposal. 

So  far,  Caron  and  Pomerantz  have  se¬ 
cured  verbal  agreements  from  the  owners 
of  the  two  buildings:  Armando  Bolanos, 
who  owns  the  building  that  houses  Pete’s 
Cleaners;  and  Lavender  Krastas  and  her 
father  George  Kouloulias,  who  own  and 
run  Haystack  Pizza. 

The  team  has  also  scheduled  the  first 
of  what  Pomerantz  envisions  will  be  three 
to  five  community  meetings  so  that  those 
who  would  like  to  can  make  their  desires 
known.  The  meeting  is  titled  “Commu¬ 
nity  Introductions  and  Ideas  Exchange  for 
the  Planned  Mural  by  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers’  Market,”  and  will  be  held  Mon¬ 
day,  April  1 6,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Ministry  Lower  Hall,  1021  Sanchez 
Street.  For  more  information,  call  Pomer¬ 
antz  at  505-8255.  Caron  and  he  will  make 
a  short  presentation  and  then  welcome 


ideas  and  questions  from  those  attending. 
After  that,  they  plan  to  hold  additional 
meetings  with  specific  community 
groups  by  request. 

Pomerantz  stresses  that  designing  a 
community  mural  is  not  like  “ordering  up 
a  pizza.  Of  course,  Mona  wants  to  get  the 
community’s  input — that’s  very  impor¬ 
tant  to  her — and  we  invite  and  encourage 
it.  But  in  the  end,  Mona  herself  will  de¬ 
cide  on  the  design  based  on  her  consulta¬ 
tions  with  the  community." 

He  goes  on  to  describe  Caron’s  process: 
“Mona  is  a  meticulous  painter.  She’s 
clued  into  site-specific  challenges.  She 
takes  into  account  the  community  and  the 
surrounds,  and  she  has  a  plan,  but  she 
leaves  it  open  for  what  she  learns  along 
the  way.  That’s  different  from  most  mu- 
ralists — to  leave  some  elements  of  the  de¬ 
sign  to  the  process  of  painting.” 

Caron  is  excited  about  the  project’s  po¬ 
tential.  A  native  of  Switzerland,  she  has 
lived  in  San  Francisco  for  14  years  and 
Used  to  call  Elizabeth  Street  home.  Now 
residing  in  the  Dolores  Park  area,  Caron 
relishes  the  challenges  presented  by 
painting  on  two  facing  walls. 

“The  murals  could  be  a  sort  of  call  and 
response,”  she  muses.  “If  it  winds  up  be¬ 
ing  on  just  one  wall,  then  the  mural  might 
be  much  more  involved  in  detail.”  The 
possibilities  are  as  endless  as  Caron’s 
imagination.  ■ 


Artist  Mona  Caron  has  received  a  grant  to  paint  a  mural  on  the  sides  of  these  two  buildings  adjacent  to  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  parking  lot  on  24th  Street  near  Vicksburg.  The  owners  of  both 
buildings — one  housing  Haystack  Pizza  (left)  and  the  other  Pete’s  Cleaners  (right) — have  given  verbal  permission,  but  the  project  is  still. in  the  early  stages.  Residents  and  merchants  are  invited 
to  attend  the  first  of  a  series  of  community  meetings  on  April  16,  7:30  p.m.,  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  Photos  by  Sally  Smith 


T'fiank  You 

^Xlvarado  Elementary  School  has  been  very 
fortunate  to  have  had  tremendous  support  from 
our  Noe  Valley  merchants  and  residents  over  the 
years.  Also,  from  the  Mission  to  Diamond  Heights, 
the  Castro  to  Glen  Park,  and  all  over  San  Francisco, 
people  have  become  involved  and  supported  our 
community  building  and  fund-raising  efforts  — 
and  it  shows. 

T'fianfz  you  aff. 

Together  we  can  make  a  great  environment  for 
all  children  that  extends  beyond  the  schools. 
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The  Families  and  Staff  of  Alvarado  School 
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Find  the  loan  that  fits. 

Mortgages 
Home  Equity  Lines 
Prequalification 


Professional: 

Experienced: 

Local: 

Competitive: 


Calls  returned  &  questions  answered 
18  years  in  real  estate,- 
Dartmouth  BA,  Duke  MBA 
Noe  Valley  Homeowner 
Access  rates  from  all  major  lenders 
including  Wells  Fargo,  Washington 
Mutual  &  Citibank. 


Christopher  Baker 


JVM  Lending 
41  5,307.5626 
ChrisB@JVMLending.com 


Ca  Lie.  #01308305 


"I  like  Noe  Valley  because  there  are  a  tontof  % 
wonderful  places  to  eat.  The  cafes  are  great-!" 


Javier  Peregrino,  resident  since»W86 
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Talk  of  the  neighborhood 


Make  the  best  choice. 
For  all  your  Noe  Valley 
real  estate  needs 
call  Sue  Borsian. 

She'll  save  your  sanity. 

Specializing  in  Noe  Valley 
real  estate  since  1 987. 


Sue  Borsian 

REALTOR® 

41 5.695.0552  ext  179 


z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 
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Now  that  you're  considering  buying  a  home  the  details 
can  be  overwhelming.  Location?  Mortgages?  Escrow? 
Inspections?  TICs? 


Suzanne  Frank 

415.640-9.885 

www.suzannefrank.com 


Let  us  help.  Every  first  and  third  Saturday  of  the  month 
you're  invited  to  share  coffee,  get  your  questions  answered 
and  learn  from  two  of  Zephyr's  Top  Producing  Agents. 

The  seminar  is  held  at  Zephyr's  Noe  Valley  office  located 
at  4040  24th  Street  between  Castro  and  Noe.  For  more 
information  call  41 5-695-8805  x  281  or  just  drop  in. 


Jennifer  A.  Kauffman 

415.652-8100 
www.jaksf.com 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Microsoft* 


Certified 

Professional 
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The  Cost  of 
Living  in  Noe 


Spring  Thaw 
in  Market 

By  Corrie  M.  Anders 

After  a  seasonal  lull,  the  residential 
real  estate  market  livened  up  a  bit  in 
February,  as  Noe  Valley  buyers  closed 
deals  on  eight  single-family  homes,  each 
of  which  sold  for  $1  million  or  more. 

The  number  of  February  home  sales 
was  double  January’s  total,  but  two  fewer 
than  the  10  dwellings  that  changed  hands 
one  year  earlier. 

Condominium  sales  rose  as  well.  Buy¬ 
ers  picked  up  six  attached  properties  in  the 
neighborhood  in  February,  compared  with 
four  in  January  and  three  one  year  ago. 
"We  are  starting  to  see  the  market  perk 


back  up  for  spring,”  says  Randall  Kostick, 
general  sales  manager  for  Zephyr  Real 
Estate,  which  provides  monthly  sales  fig¬ 
ures  to  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 

Kostick  notes  that  February  buyers 
once  again  were  willing  to  pay  more  than 
the  asking  price  for  both  detached  homes 
and  condos.  On  average,  they  paid  3  per¬ 
cent  more.  That  sort  of  enthusiasm  has 
been  missing  from  Noe  Valley’s  real  es¬ 
tate  scene  since  last  fall. 

The  most  expensive  properties  that 
were  sold  in  February  are  located  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  25th  Street.  Buyers  paid 
$2.7  million  for  a  four-bedroom,  4  72-bath 
residence  in  the  4500  block  of  25th  Street 
between  Homestead  Street  and  Hoffman 
Avenue. 

A  three-bedroom,  two-bath  unit  in  the 
4700  block  of  25th  Street  between  Foun¬ 
tain  Street  and  Grand  View  Avenue  was 
the  costliest  condo.  The  1,220-square- 
foot  condo  sold  for  $1 ,050,000.  ■ 


Are  you  the  Right  Realtor®  for  this 
exciting  and  expanding  Real  Estate 
Investment  Company  situated  on 
24th  Street  in  Noe  Valley? 

•  Do  you  have  what  it  takes  to  join  this  full  service  Real 
Estate  Brokerage  Company? 

•  Are  you  energetic  with  a  strong  customer  service  focus? 

•  Can  you  show  us  that  you  are  self-motivated  and 
consistently  set  and  achieve  goals? 

For  more  information,  send  a  detailed  resume  to 
jkeogan@mobrei.com 

Tara@murphyobrienre.com  4153  24th  Street  •  San  Francisco  CA  94114  Office:  415.648.1200 
www.murphyobrienre.com  .  Fax:  415.648.1213 


Murphy 

O’Brien 

Seal  Estate  Investraeate,  Inc, 


Total  Sales 

No. 

Noe  Valley  Home  Sales* 

Low  High  Average 

Price  ($)  Price  ($)  Price  ($) 

Avg.  Days 
on  Market 

Sale  Price  As 
%  of  List  Price 

Single-family  homes 

Feb.  2007 

8 

$1,040,000 

$2,725,000 

$1,437,250 

39 

103% 

Jan.  2007 

4 

$850,000 

$1,865,000 

$1,477,813 

99 

96% 

Feb.  2006 

10 

$827,500 

$2,100,000 

$1,415,650 

20 

99% 

Condominiums 

Feb.  2007 

6 

$475,000 

$1,050,000 

$810,000 

47 

103% 

Jan.  2007 

4 

$552,000 

$815,000 

$684,250 

66 

100% 

Feb.  2006 

3 

$640,000 

$1,280,000 

$1,050,000 

19 

113% 

2-  to  4-unit  buildings 

Feb.  2007 

4 

$1,270,000 

$1,960,000 

$1,488,750 

64 

100% 

Jan.  2007 

4 

$850,000 

$1,650,000 

$1,300,000 

46 

91% 

Feb.  2006 

3 

$1,150,000 

$2,156,000 

$1,592,167 

53 

103% 

5+-unit  buildings 

Feb.  2007 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jan.  2007 

1 

$1,900,000 

$1,900,000 

$1,900,000 

11 

100% 

Feb.  2006 

1 

$1,500,000 

$1,500,000 

$1,500,000 

118 

95% 

*  Sales  figures 

include  all  Noe  Valley  home  sales  completed  during  the  month.  In  this  survey,  Noe 

Valley  is  defined  as  the  area  bordered  by  Grand  View,  22nd.  Guerrero,  and  30th  streets.  The  Voice 

thanks  Zephyr  Real  Estate  {www.zephyrsf.com )  for  supplying  the  sales  data. 
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A  Snapshot  of  Noe  Valley  Rents** 


Type  of  Unit 

Number  in 
Sample 

Range  of  Rents 
March  2007 

Average 

March  2007 

Average 

A  Year  Ago 

Studio 

6 

$1,000 -$1,500 

$1, 200/mo. 

$1,075 /mo. 

1-bedroom 

12  ’ 

$1,050-  $2,650 

$1,772 /mo. 

$1,609  /  mo. 

2-bedroom 

26 

$1,900 -$8,000 

$2,684/  mo. 

$2,358  /  mo. 

3-bedroom 

12 

$2,800 -$4,700 

$4,098/  mo. 

$3,671  /  mo. 

4+-bedroom 

3 

$4,200 -$5,500 

$4,733 /mo. 

$6,000  /  mo. 

**  Survey  based  on  a  sample  of  59  Noe  Valley  listings  appearing  on  Craigslist.com  from  Feb.  28  to 
March  16,  2007.  .  N\'\'4/07 


LIVE  HEALTHY. 
BUILD  GREEN. 


DESIGN 

SOLUTIONS 

earth-friendly  concepts 


www.sfdesignsolutions.com 

4291  24th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Ph:  415.648.6561  •  Fax:  41 5.643.85721  •  CU766125 


•  As  Certified  Green  Building  Professionals,  Design 
Solutions  offers  unique  expertise  and  services  to 
create  a  healthier,  more  functional  home. 

•  There  are  many  reasons  to  build  green... concern  for 
the  environment,  energy  savings  and  healthier  living. 

•  Our  design  team  will  provide  all  of  the  latest  options 
to  maximize  yoiTr  space  while  using  the  finest 
renewable  resources  available. 

•  Visit  our  "environmentally  friendly"  Noe  Valley 
show-room,  showcasing  green  cabinet  lines  with 
non-toxic  finishes,  counter  tops,  tile  and  flooring. 


TAKING  YOUR 
FIRST  STEP  TO  A 
HEALTHY  FUTURE 
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3775  24TH  STREET 

415.401.8833  WWW.  NomadRu^s  •  com 


SchweD 

CONSTRUCTION 


Serving  San  Francisco 
for  over  25  Years 


Historic  Restoration 
Custom  Remodeling 
Major  Reconstruction 
Foundations  —  Additions 
Kitchens  —  Baths 

General  Contractor 

State  Lie.  No.  579875 

WWW.SCHWED.NET 


415-285-8207 


member: 


t  o  % 

SBBBI 


TO 


Serving  Traditional,  Regional  Italian  Cuisine 
Homemade  Pasta,  Bread  andJBfeserts 


■PR  ^ . j  . „ 

Specializing  in  Risotto  made  to  order 
Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 


wm 


Wide  variety  of  Italian  Wines 

* 


tsm 


TRY  OUR  THREE  COURSE 
$30  PRIX  FIXE  MENU 
AVAILABLE  MONDAY  -  THURSDAY 


737  Diamond  St.  at  S St.  4I5~282~4'969 

Open  Seven  Days  for  Dinner 


SF  Chronicle  Top  100  Bay  Area  Restaurants  for  2003  &  2004 


1431  Castro 

between  25th  &  Jersey 

550-7577 


Reviews 


Good  Big  Ones  Coming  Soon: 

Oscar  aftermath:  here  are  some  remaining  nominees  to  make  it  to 
DVD:  Children  of  Men  and  Happy  Feet  (winner,  best  animated 
feature)  (both  3/27/07),  Volver  (4/03/07),  Last  King  of 
Scotland  (winner,  best  actor)  and  Notes  on  a  Scandal  (both 
4/17/07),  The  Queen  (winner,  best  actress)  (4/24/07), 

Little  Children  (5/01/07). 

RECOMMENDED  TITLES: 

Some  of  the  highest  quality  entertainment  out  there  is  actually  on  TV, 
and  TV  on  DVD  (there  are  no  commercials).  Here  are  our  suggestions 
for  now:  Entourage:  this  HBO  show  gets  better  and  better  (Season  3 
pt  1  in  April).  Battlestar  Galactica  not  just  for  sci  fi  fans,  everyone 
seems  to  enjoy  this  tense  but  well  done  and  fun  thrill  ride.  The  Wire: 
we  and  the  SF  Chronicle,  think  it's  the  best  thing  on  TV  (and  better 
than  most  movies).  Three  seasons  are  out  now  and  the  4th  will  be  out 
in  the  fall  we  hope. 

OVERLOOKED  GEMS:  Do  not  miss  these  low  profile  films. 

13  Tzmeti:  this  gritty  French  indy  flick  won  awards  at  Sundance, 
Venice  and  the  European  Film  Awards,  justly  we  think,  for  its  story, 
directing  and  cinematography.  Jesus  Camp:  This  doc  presents  a 
scary  (to  some)  but  evenhanded  look  at  the  evangelical  movement, 
focusing  on  a  camp  for  kids.  Very  well  done  and  highly  recommended. 


Classic,  Cold, 
Caffeine  Free, 
Organic  Sodas! 

• 

Mouthwatering 
Array  of  Candy 
• 

Complimentary 
Fresh  Popcorn 


SPRING  SALE! 

Big  Stock  Reduction 
Sale  Sat.  April  7th  & 
Sun.  April  8th 

Hundreds  of  DVDs  -  New 
Releases  included.  Lots  of  VHS 
stock.  DVDs  $10  or  less. 
VHS  $3  or  less. 


Your  Neighborhood  Movie  Store  for  25  Years 

We'll  help  you  find  what  you're  looking  for. 

Our  goal  is  to  make  movie  watching  as  fun  and  convenient  as  possible! 


PERSONAL  SERVICES 

FOR  SENIORS 

Assisting  You  in 
Living  at  Home 
or  Relocating 

•  Coordinating  your  at-home 
needs 

•  Transportation  - 

•  Work  with  health  care 
professionals 

•  Pay  bills 

•  Organize  clutter 

•  Or  your  special  needs 

Mature  and  Experienced 

Barbara  Hauser 

(415)440-4821 


April  Showers  bring  Easter  flowers. 


824-3233  •  4080  24TH  STREET  (NOE) 


100%  Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 


Send  the  Spring  Blossoms  "  bouquet 
for  Easter  Sunday. 


Truly  a  vibrant  sign  of  spring 
and  a  great  gift  to  share. 


Gourmet  Gift  Baskets,  too! 


Fresh  and  beautiful  flowers 
spring  from  this  charming 
embossed  lattice-weave 
ceramic  planter  with  a  tulip  motif. 
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Forum  on  the  Future  of  Iraq 

Three  experts  on  politics  in  the  Middle 
East  will  speak  at  a  forum  on  the  war  in 
Iraq  hosted  by  the  Noe  Valley  Democra¬ 
tic  Club. 

* 

Panelist  Stephen  Zunes  is  a  professor 
of  politics  and  international  studies  at  the 
University  of  San  Francisco.  He  is  also 
the  author  of  many  articles  for  both  schol¬ 
arly  and  general  readership  on  Middle 
East  politics.  United  States  foreign  pol¬ 
icy,  international  terrorism,  social  move¬ 
ments,  and  human  rights. 

Another  speaker,  Amer  Araim,  is  a 
former  Iraqi  diplomat  and  U.N.  Secre¬ 
tariat  official,  as  well  as  a  professor  at  San 
Francisco  State  University.  The  third  pan¬ 
elist  is  Banafsheh  Keynoush,  a  lecturer  at 
SFSU  who  specializes  in  Iranian  affairs 
and  has  interviewed  Iranian  President 
Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad.  After  the  three 
panelists  speak,  the  audience  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  ask  questions. 

NVDC  Vice  President  Lois  Lieberman 
organized  the  event.  Her  husband  Noel 
explains,  “We  hope  the  panel  will  take  a 
look  into  the  future,  including  what  may 
happen  in  Iraq  and  the  region  if  the  U.S. 
withdraws  its  combat  troops.”  The  dis¬ 
cussion  is  scheduled  for  7:30  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  April  18,  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  Street  near  23rd 
Street.  For  more  information  about  the 
Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club,  contact 
Andy  Fleischman  at  641-5838. 

Spring  Cleaning,  Summer 
Reading 

Church  Street  Professionals  (formerly 
Church  Street  Business)  and  the  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  Library  Campaign  are  teaming  up  to 
host  a  summer  sidewalk  book  sale,  with 
proceeds  to  support  the  Noe  Valley-Sally 
Brunn  Branch  Library’s  future  interior 
renovation. 

From  Sunday.  April  1 ,  to  Friday,  May 
1 1,  Church  Street  businesses  will  collect 
donated  books  from  Noe  Valley  residents 
and  shoppers.  To  donate  your  books,  look 
for  the  "Donate  Here"  posters  in  the  win¬ 
dows  of  Church  Street  stores  such  as 
Artery,  Chloe’s  Cafe,  Forbeadin’,  Lynn 
Antiques,  and  Noe  Valley  Pet  Company. 

Church  Street  Professionals  member 
Paula  Benton  says  she  is  already  “col¬ 
lecting  some  great  cookbooks,  thrillers, 
autobiographies,  children’s  picture  books, 
some  Harry  Potters,  Lemony  Snickets, 
and  my  favorite.  Captain  Underpants.” 

On  Saturday,  May  12,  from  1 1  a.m.  to 
4  p.m..  Church  Street  merchants  from 
Elizabeth  Street  to  30th  Street  will  sell  the 
donated  books  in  a  festive  sidewalk  sale. 
The  suggested  donation  is  $2  per  book, 
and  no  trading  is  allowed.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  about  the  Noe  Valley  Library 
Campaign,  e-mail  Kim  Drew  at  kkdrew 
@yahoo.com  or  Marian  Chatfield-Taylor 
at  marian.ctaylor@friendssfpI.org. 


Notes  from  Noe  Valley 

Neighborhood  artist  Royce  Vaughn  has 
recently  launched  a  web  site  featuring  his 
own  watercolor,  oil,  and  acrylic  paintings 
as  note  cards.  The  collection  includes 
more  than  25  scenes,  from  the  spires  of 
St.  Paul's  Church  at  Church  and  Valley 
streets,  to  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  and  back 
roads  of  Northern 
California.  Vaughn’s 
portrait  of  1960s 
civil  rights  leaders,  titled  We  Shall  Over¬ 
come,  is  also  available  as  a  note  card. 
Fans  of  Vaughn’s  work  who’d  like  to  see 
his  paintings  in  larger  sizes  can  order  cal¬ 
endars,  and  some  of  the  original  paintings 
are  available  for  purchase. 

Vaughn,  who  lives  with  his  wife  Fudy 
Vaughn  on  Valley  Street,  studied  art  his¬ 
tory  at  Princeton.  His  work  is  in  the  per¬ 
manent  collection  of  the  Oakland  Mu¬ 
seum  and  has  been  purchased  by  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Commission.  It  is  included 
in  books,  publications,  monographs,  and 
indexes  from  the  Boston  Library,  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Southern  Alabama,  and  Indiana 
University.  To  find  out  more  about 
Vaughn’s  cards  and  art,  visit  www.origi- 
nalnotecards.com. 

Tango  No.  9  Kicks  Off  the  Music 

The  Noe  Valley  Music  Series’  April 
schedule  features  something  for  every¬ 
one:  an  evening  of  tango,  a  string  sum¬ 
mit,  a  Cuban  jazz  pianist,  and  a  gamelan 
orchestra  performance. 

On  Saturday,  April  1 4,  tango  nuevo  en¬ 
semble  Tango  No.  9  returns  to  the  Noe 
Valley  Ministry.  The  performance  high¬ 
lights  compositions  by  revolutionary 
tango  composer  Astor  Piazzolla  and  fea¬ 
tures  dancers  Christy  Cote  and  Chelsea 
Eng  of  the  gender-bending .  ensemble 
Tango  ConFusion.  Partners  Darren  Lees 
of  San  Diego  and  Gregory  Phillips  of 
Seattle  will  join  them. 

The  following  weekend,  banjo  virtu¬ 
oso  Bill  Evans  holds  a  string  summit  on 
Saturday,  April  21,  along  with  guitarist 
Scott  Nygaard,  dobro  player  Michael 
Witcher,  bassist  Cindy  Browne,  and  fid¬ 
dle  champs  Tristan  and  Tashina  Clar- 
ridge.  On  Friday,.  April  27,  Cuban  jazz  pi¬ 
anist  Elio  Villafranca  tickles  the  ivories 
accompanied  by  his  quartet.  A  20-piece 
Balinese  gamelan  orchestra,  Gamelan 
Sekar  Jaya,  performs  on  Saturday,  April 
28,  along  with  dancers  and  special  guests. 

All  performances  are  scheduled  for 
8:15  p.m.  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  at 
1 02 1  Sanchez  Street  near  23rd  Street.  Ad¬ 
mission  is  $16  in  advance  or  $18  at  the 
door  for  all  shows  except  the  gamelan  or¬ 
chestra,  which  is  $18  in  advance  or  $20 
at  the  event.  Doors  open  30  minutes  be¬ 
fore  each  concert.  For  more  information, 
call  454-5238  or  visit  www.noevalleymu- 
sicseries.com.  Tickets  are  available  in  ad¬ 
vance  at  Streetlight  Records  at  3979  24th 
Street  near  Noe  Street. 

Meet  the  Writers  from  the  Grotto 

Join  Fair  Oaks  Street  author  Julia 
Scheeres  and  other  literary  experts  at  a 
wine  and  cheese  reception  for  a  new  se¬ 


"Good  service,  good  coverage,  good  price  — 

That's  State  Farm  Insurance." 

Susan  Levinson,  Agent 

1501  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  California 
California  license  #0685450 

415-647-3007 

Like  a  good  neighbor, 

State  Farm  is  there.  ® 

STATE  FARM  INSURANCE  COMPANIES  •  HOME  OFFICES:  BLOOMINGTON,  ILLINOIS 


STATE  FARM 


INSURANCE 


ries  of  workshops  and  seminars  offered 
by  the  San  Francisco  Writers’  Grotto.  The 
workshops  will  begin  on  Monday,  April 
1 6,  and  include  classes  in  magazine  writ¬ 
ing,  memoir,  fiction,  and  screenwriting. 

A  memoir  course  will  be  taught  by 
Scheeres,  who  wrote  the  acclaimed  Jesus 
Land,  the  story  of  her  childhood  experi¬ 
ences  in  a  religious  camp  in  the  Domini¬ 
can  Republic.  (It  was  featured  in  the  De- 
cember'2006  Voice. )  The  class  takes  place 
on  eight  consecutive  Tuesday  nights,  be¬ 
ginning  April  24. 

The  reception  is  scheduled  for  6  p.m. 
on  Thursday,  April  12,  at  490  Second 
Street,  Suite  200,  in  San  Francisco.  Visit 
www.sfgrotto.org  for  more  information. 

Free  Festival  in  Glen  Park 

Celebrate  community  spirit  just  south 
of  Noe  Valley’s  border  at  the  10th  annual 
Glen  Park  Festival,  scheduled  for  Sun¬ 
day,  April  29,  from  10  a.m.  until  4:30 
p.m.,  on  Dianiond  Street  between  Chen- 
ery  and  Bosworth  streets.  Participants 
will  enjoy  lots  of  arts  and  crafts  booths, 
food,  and  an  all-day  raffle  with  prizes  do¬ 
nated  from  merchants  in  Glen  Park,  Noe 
Valley,  and  beyond. 

Parents  will  be  especially  interested  in 
the  preschool  and  school  booths,  and  kids 
will  love  the  visit  from  a  San  Francisco 
Fire  Department  fire  truck.  Dan  Lopez  of 
Dejavu  Productions  will  provide  toe-tap¬ 
ping  entertainment  from  10  a.m.  until  2 
p.m.;  Mestizo  will  take  the  stage  with 
Latin  tunes  from  2:30  to  4:30  p.m. 

Proceeds  from  the  festival  benefit  the 
Glen  Park  Branch  Friends  of  the  Library 
and  other  children’s  programs.  For  more 
information,  call  835-2112  or  visit 
www.glenparkfestival.com. 

Info  for  Entrepreneurs 

If  you’ve  got  questions  about  running 
your  own  business,  the  Small  Business 
Institute  of  City  College  of  San  Francisco 


may  have  the  answers.  The  institute  is  of¬ 
fering  five  free  courses  during  the  month 
of  April.  All  of  them  take  place  during  the 
evening,  from  6  to  9  p.m.  at  the  down¬ 
town  campus,  88  Foufth  Street. 

Getting  the  Right  Loan  is  scheduled  for 
Tuesday,  April  10,  room  720.  Pricing  a 
Product  or  Service  will  be  offered  on 
Tuesday,  April  17,  also  in  room  720,  and 
Small  Business  Bookkeeping  occurs  on 
Tuesday,  April  24,  in  room  425.  Two 
other  courses  meet  for  three  nights  each: 
Green  and  Sustainable  Business  happens 
on  Wednesdays  April  11,  18,  and  25,  in 
room  318;  and  Developing  a  Business 
Plan  is  scheduled  for  Thursdays  April  1 2, 
19,  and  26,  in  room  425. 

For  more  information,  call  CCSF’s 
Small  Business  Program  at  267-6577.  To 
learn  more  about  all  the  small-business 
courses  offered  at  City  College,  log  on  to 
www.ccsf.edu. 

Maritime  Park  Offers  Youth  Jobs, 
Volunteer  Training 

A  free  three-day  training  course  takes 
place  this  month  for  anyone  who’d  like  to 
become  a  docent  at  the  Maritime  National 
Historical  Park,  located  in  Fisherman's 
Wharf  at  the  edge  of  the  San  Francisco 
Bay.  The  training  will  take  place  from 
10:30  a.m.  until  4:30  p.m.  on  three  con¬ 
secutive  Sundays:  April  15,  April  22,  and 
April  29. 

Once  trained,  docents  share  their 
knowledge  with  park  visitors  and  enjoy 
free  access  to  park  activities,  including 
regular  sailing  trips  on  San  Francisco  Bay. 
To  register,  call  Terry  Dorman  at  556- 
lb  1 3  or  e-mail  terry _dorman@nps.gov. 

Teens  ages  15  to  18  can  sail  into  sum¬ 
mer  employment — and  a  chance  to  learn 
about  historic  ships — through  the  San 
Francisco  Maritime  Youth  Conservation 
Corps  program  at  Maritime  Park.  This 
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six-week  opportunity  is  scheduled  for 
Sunday,  July  8,  through  Saturday,  Aug. 
18.  Wages  are  $10  per  hour  and  partici¬ 
pants  work  40  hours  per  week.  The  ap¬ 
plication  deadline  is  April  16.  For  further 
information  or  an  application,  call  561- 
7047.  To  find  out  more  about  the  park  and 
its  programs,  visit  www.nps.gpv/safr. 

Live  Jazz  at  Bird  &  Beckett 

On  Friday,  April  13,  Noe  Valley  is  in¬ 
vited  to  help  Glen  Park’s  Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records  celebrate  Samuel 
Beckett’s  101st  birthday.  The  Jimmy 
Ryan  Quartet  performs  jazz  at  5:30  p.m., 
with  a  reading  of  Beckett’s  work  to  fol¬ 
low  at  8:30  p.m.  Live  jazz  is  a  tradition  at 
the  bookstore,  where  it  is  performed 
every  Friday  night  from  5:30  to  8  p.m. 
(It’s  free,  but  donations  to  pay  the  band 
are  strongly  encouraged. ) 

Three  other  groups  meet  monthly  at 
Bird  &  Beckett,  all  at  7  p.m.  The  store’s 
book  club  convenes  on  the  first  Wednes¬ 
day  of  each  month;  the  Eminent  Authors’ 
Birthdays  open  reading  takes  place  on 
second  Tuesdays;  and  a  political  book 
discussion  group  gathers  on  third  Thurs¬ 
days.  For  those  who’d  like  to  join  the 
Wednesday  book  club,  the  selection  for 
April  4  is  Langston  Hughes’  The  Big  Sea. 

Coming-Out  Support  Group 
for  Women 

The  San  Francisco  non-profit  mental 
health  agency  New  Leaf  is  offering  a  low- 
cost  coming-out  support  group  for 
women  who  are  attracted  to  other  women. 


The  group  will  provide  a  supportive  place 
for  self-identified  women  to  explore  their 
sexuality  and  the  coming-out  process. 
Discussion  topics  will  include  family  re¬ 
sponses  to  coming  out,  how  to  meet 
women,  finding  a  lasting  relationship,  re¬ 
ligious  faith,  and  being  out  at  work.  The 
group  will  meet  Tuesdays  from  7  to  8:30 
p.m.  at  103  Hayes  Street.  A  $5  donation 
is  suggested.  For  more  information,  call 
Nina  Moreno  at  626-7000,  ext.  448. 

Artists’  Studios  Spring  Open 

Several  Noe  Valley  artists  are  show¬ 
casing  their  work  at  the  Hunters  Point 
Shipyard  the  weekend  of  April  28  and  29 
as  part  of  their  annual  Spring  Open  Stu¬ 
dios.  Art  aficionados  will  have  the  chance 
to  meet  and  talk  with  the  artists  and  pur¬ 
chase  their  work,  often  at  reduced  prices. 

The  Noe  Valley  artists  participating 
this  year  are  Agathe  Bennich,  Marc  Ellen 
Hamel,  Wynne  Hayakawa,  Irene  Hendrick, 


Marc  Ellen  Hamel  displays  work  she  will  be 
exhibiting,  along  with  that  of  many  other 
local  artists,  at  the  April  28-29  Spring 
Open  Studios  at  Hunters  Point  Shipyard. 


Bodhanna  Kesala,  Debra  King,  Dennis 
King,  Derek  Nunn,  Linda  Saytes,  Jenny 
Robinson,  and  Karen  Wenger.  Their  stu¬ 
dios  will  be  open  from  1 1  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
on  both  Saturday  and  Sunday. 

If  you’d  like  to  visit  them,  log  on  to 
www.sphngopenstudio.com  for  details  or 
look  for  Open  Studios  programs  in  and 
around  the  neighborhood  in  early  April. 
They’ll  be  stocked  at  many  local  stores, 
including  Forbeadin’  at  1185  Church 
Street  near  24th  Street,  Ladybug  Ladybug 
at  3870  24th  Street  near  Vicksburg  Street, 
and  Artsake  at  396 1  24th  Street  between 
Sanchez  and  Noe  streets.  Maps  are  in¬ 
cluded  on  the  programs. 

Guitar  Classes  for  Teachers 

If  you’re  a  classroom  teacher  or  other 
professional  who  works  with  kids  in 
kindergarten  through  eighth  grade,  you’re 
invited  to  take  free  guitar  and  song-lead¬ 
ing  classes.  The  non-profit  Guitars  in  the 
Classroom  is  offering  the  class  on  Tues¬ 
days  from  4  to  5  p.m.  to  help  teachers  in¬ 
corporate  live  music  into  their  curricula. 
Materials  and  loaner  guitars  are  provided 
at  no  cost. 

Meet  at  the  Bernal  Heights  Branch  Li¬ 
brary,  500  Courtland  Avenue  between 
Moultrie  and  Andover  streets,  in  the  com¬ 
munity  room.  Classes  begin  on  Tuesday, 
April  17,  and  space  is  limited.  To  regis¬ 
ter,  contact  Susan  Pena  at  susanmpena 
@sbcglobal.net  or  647-6878. 

Birds  and  Beauty  in 
Corona  Heights 

The  Randall  Museum  is  looking  for 
volunteers  to  help  keep  Corona  Heights 
Park  healthy  for  birds,  insects,  and  other 
wildlife,  from  10  a.m.  until  noon  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  April  28.  Volunteers  will  remove 
invasive  weeds  and  clean  debris  from 
trails  while  learning  about  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  ecosystem. 

Bird  lovers  are  invited  to  discover 


Corona  Heights  Park’s  feathered  inhabi¬ 
tants  during  a  morning  bird  walk  on  Fri¬ 
day,  April  20,  at  8  a.m.  During  this  two- 
hour  walk,  participants  will  explore  the 
park’s  east  canyon,  south  cliffs,  north  for¬ 
est,  and  hilltop  grasslands  and  learn  to  lis¬ 
ten  for  nuthatches,  warblers,  and  more. 
The  walk  includes  several  stairs  and  a 
steep  path. 

For  both  events,  meet  at  the  Randall 
Museum,  located  at  199  Museum  Way, 
off  Roosevelt  Street  above  Castro  and 
14th  streets.  Kids  ages  10  and  up  are’wel- 
come  to  participate  in  either  event  if  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  parent.  Call  ahead  to  sign 
up  for  the  April  28  volunteer  party  or  re¬ 
quest  binoculars  for  the  April  20  bird¬ 
watching  walk  by  calling  554-9600,  ext. 
16,  or  visiting  www.randallmuseum.org. 

Transit  Advisers  Needed 

If  you’ve  got  a  lot  of  opinions  about 
transportation  planning  in  San  Francisco, 
now’s  your  chance  to  serve  on  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Transportation  Commission. 
The  MTC  is  accepting  applications  for 
membership  in  three  committees:  the 
MTC  Advisory  Council,  the  Elderly  and 
Disabled  Advisory  Committee,  and  the 
Minority  Citizens  Advisory  Committee. 

Participants  will  attend  monthly  meet¬ 
ings  and  will  receive  travel  reimburse¬ 
ment  and  a  small  stipend  for  their  time. 
The  MTC  commissioners  will  review  ap¬ 
plications  and  appoint  committee  mem¬ 
bers  for  a  two-year  term  that  begins  in 
September  2007. 

,  Applications  are  due  on  Friday,  April 
13.  Applicants  must  live  in  San  Francisco 
or  another  county  in  the  Bay  Area.  To  learn 
more  about  each  of  the  committees  and 
download  an  application,  visit  www.mtc.ca 
■gov/ get  involved!  advisory ,  e-mail 
info@mtc. ga.gov,  or  call  510-817-5757. 

The  Short  Takes  were  compiled  and  written  by 
Erin  O' Brian!. 


Linda  S.  Gordon 

(415)  602-1471 

sold@linda-gordon.com 

www.linda-gordon.com 


LINDA  IS  SIMPLY  THE  BEST!  Eight  years  ago,  she 
helped  me  buy  my  first  home,  a  beautiful 
Victorian  in  the  center  of  Noe  Valley.  I  never  thought  I 
could  find  the  home  of  my  dreams  at  a  price  I  could 
afford,  but  Linda  made  it  happen.  It  was  a  wonderful 
place  for  me  and  my  family,  and  later,  when  my  needs 
changed,  Linda  helped  me  stage  and  sell  the  house. 

Linda  is  in  tune  with  the  ins  and  outs  of  the  San 
Francisco  market;  she  understands  both  sellers  and 
buyers,  and  has  connections  with  ail  of  the  people  you 
need  to  bring  all  the  details  together.  Most  of  all,  she  is 
truly  dedicated  to  her  clients,  and  will  put  her  all  into 
helping  you.  I  wouldn't  think  of  making  a  move  in  the 
San  Francisco  real  estate  market  without  Linda. 


-  I-Wei  Wang 
Law  Librarian 


I  INDA  DID  SUCH  A  WONDERFUL  JOB  with  selling 
L.  my  house...she  made  everything  so  easy...she 
certainly  put  in  a  lot  more  effort  and  work  than 
virtually  any  real  estate  agent  that  I  can  think  of  when 
it  comes  to  selling  a  house...that  was  all  very 
important.  I  really  appreciate  it.  Linda  is  number  one 
on  my  list. 

-  Russell  Long 

Founder,  CEO  Bluewater  Network 
www.bluewaternetwork.org 
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Dozens  of  Drivers  Cited  in  Guerrero  Traffic  Stings 

By  Erin  O’Briant 

Noe  Valley  residents  told  police  they  feared  for  their  lives  while  walking  across 
busy  intersections  in  the  southeastern  comer  of  the  neighborhood,  and  offi¬ 
cers  patrolling  the  area  saw  many  drivers  failing  to  yield  the  right  of  way  to  pedes¬ 
trians.  In  response,  Capt.  Paul  Chignell  ordered  Ingleside  Station  officers  to  con¬ 
duct  two  traffic  “stings”  in  February. 

The  first  sting  took  place  on  Thursday,  Feb.  1 ,  from  8  to  1 1  a.m„  at  Valley  and 
Guerrero  streets.  A  plainclothes  officer  attempted  to  cross  the  intersection  while 
cars  sped  by  on.  Officers  issued  citations  to  those  drivers  who  failed  to  yield  the 
right  of  way  to  the  undercover  pedestrians.  They  issued  44  citations  that  day.  On 
the  morning  of  Wednesday,  Feb.  28,  officers  issued  an  additional  30  tickets  in  a 
similar  operation  at  28th  and  Guerrero  streets. 

According  to  Ingleside  Station’s  Sgt.  Jim  Miller,  who  supervised  the  first  Feb¬ 
ruary  sting,  most  drivers  assume  they  have  the  right  of  way  because  they  are  on 
a  busy  street  and  are  driving  relatively  fast.  “They  are  forgetting  the  basics  they 
learned  a  long  time  ago,  either  via  driver’s  training  or  in  the  [Department  of  Mo¬ 
tor  Vehicles]  handbook,”  he  explains.  “Pedestrians  have  the  total  right  of  way  in 
either  a  marked  or  unmarked  crosswalk.”  Some  drivers.  Miller  says,  assume  that 
if  a  pedestrian  steps  off  the  curb  to  cross  the  street  and  then  stops,  the  pedestrian 
has  yielded  the  right  of  way  to  the  driver.  “Wrong!  The  driver  should  stop  and  al¬ 
low  the  pedestrian  to  cross  unless  the  pedestrian  somehow  clearly  communicates 
that  he  or  she  wants  to  give  up  the  right  of  way.” 

To  avoid  getting  a  ticket  during  future  traffic  stings.  Miller  says,  drivers  should 
stay  attuned  to  pedestrians  and  make  eye  contact  with  them.  Pedestrians  should 
also  make  eye  contact  and  give  clear  hand  signals  to  drivers.  “Remember,  a  pedes¬ 
trian  will  never  win  in  a  pedestrian-versus-car  collision.”  Always  look  before 
crossing  the  street,  he  advises,  and  don’t  assume  cars  will  stop. 

Noe  Valley  pedestrians  and  drivers.  Miller  adds,  will  see  more  traffic  stings  in 
the  future. 


POLICE 

BEAT 


Police  Beat  is  a  review  of  crime  incidents  in 
Noe  Valley  occurring  in  the  most  recent  month 
for  which  we  have  statistics.  The  area  covered 
in  the  Voice  survey  is  bordered  by  Grand  View, 
21st,  Fair  Oaks,  and  30th  streets.  The  Febru¬ 
ary  2007  crime  stats  were  culled  from  online 
data  as  well  as  from  incident  reports  filed  at 
Mission  and  Ingleside  Police  Stations. 

Crime  Drops  in  All 
Categories  But  Robbery 

By  Erin  O’Briant 

Overall  crime  in  Noe  Valley  dropped 
nearly  34  percent  during  February 
2007  over  the  previous  month.  Just  49  in¬ 
cidents  were  reported  in  February,  as 
compared  with  74  incidents  in  January. 

Police  received  reports  of  three  as¬ 
saults,  nine  burglaries,  two  drug  incidents, 
14  cases  of  petty  theft  (many  of  them  in 
shops  on  24th  Street),  and  six  instances 
of  vandalism  in  the  neighborhood. 

February  was  a  relatively  good  month 
for  auto  owners:  only  seven  vehicle  thefts 
were  reported,  less  than  half  the  number 
of  auto  thefts  the  month  before.  All  of  the 
vehicles  were  stolen  from  areas  on  or 
north  of  Clipper  Street. 

Robbery  was  the  only  category  in 
which  crime  increased  during  February: 
the  number  of  those  crimes  doubled. 
Eight  street  robberies,  some  of  which  in¬ 
volved  life-threatening  weapons,  were  re¬ 
ported  in  Noe  Valley,  and  a  carjacking 
happened  just  outside  the  neighborhood 
at  24th  and  Guerrero  streets. 

According  to  Public  Information  Offi¬ 
cer  Sgt.  Steve  Mannina,  the  carjacking 
took  place  at  4: 15  a.m.  on  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  Feb.  24,  when  a  young  man 

Online  Reporting 

|  The  SFPD  now  has  an  online  reporting 
I  system  for  the  following  crimes: 

|  •  Lost  Property 

|  •  Theft 

I  •  Vandalism 

|  •  Vehicle  Tampering 

j  •  Vehicle  Burglary 

f  •  Harassing  Phone  Calls 
|  Using  this  system  allows  you  to  submit  a 
1  report  and  immediately  print  out  a  copy. 

1  Additional  information  is  available  at  the 
I  Police  Department’s  web  site: 

| .  www.sfgov.org! site! police . 


took  the  vehicle  from  the  driver  at  knife¬ 
point.  The  18-  to  19-year-old  suspect  is 
still  at  large;  the  stolen  vehicle  was  re¬ 
covered  later  that  day. 

Series  of  Stickups 

Suspects  threatened  victims  with  guns 
during  six  of  the  eight  February  street 
robberies,  most  of  which  took  place  in  the 
eastern  half  of  the  neighborhood. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  Thursday,  Feb. 
22,  a  suspect  approached  a  person  walk¬ 
ing  near  24th  and  Church  streets,  bran¬ 
dished  a  gun,  and  demanded  the  victim’s 
laptop.  The  victim  turned  over  the  com¬ 
puter  and  fled  on  foot. 

Two  robberies  with  guns  took  place  on 
Fair  Oaks  Street,  one  at  22nd  Street  in  the 
early  morning  hours  of  Friday,  Feb.  2,  and 
another  near  25th  Street  just  after  9  p.m. 
on  Saturday,  Feb.  10.  A  strongarm  rob¬ 
bery  happened  on  Valley  Street  between 
Sanchez  and  Church  around  8  p.m.  the 
evening  of  Sunday,  Feb.  25.  A  robbery 
with  bodily  force  took  place  at  25th  and 
Church  streets  during  the  afternoon  of 
Wednesday,  Feb.  7. 

Robberies  where  guns  were  used  also 


took  place  on  22nd  Street  between  Do¬ 
lores  and  Chattanooga  streets,  on  Clipper 
Street  between  Castro  and  Diamond 
streets,  and  at  Dolores  and  23rd  streets 
(see  last  month's  Letters  to  the  Editor  at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com ). 

2  Muggers,  1  Burglar  Arrested 

Meanwhile,  the  officers  at  Mission  Po¬ 
lice  Station  announced  that  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  District  Attorney  had  charged  two 
suspects,  Milo  Otha-Mayer  and  Mitchell 
Burch,  with  16  felony  counts  of  robbery 
and  receiving  stolen  property.  These  sus¬ 
pects  were  arrested  in  connection  with  a 
string  of  robberies  that  took  place  in  sev¬ 
eral  San  Francisco  neighborhoods,  in¬ 
cluding  Noe  Valley.  According  to  the 
Mission  Station  newsletter,  an  off-duty 
police  officer  helped  crack  the  case  when 
he  spotted  a  vehicle  that  the  suspects  had 
used  in  their  getaways. 

Police  also  arrested  a  Noe  Valley  bur¬ 
glar  when  he  failed  to  escape  after  bur¬ 
glarizing  a  residence  on  Church  Street 
near  21st  Street  during  the  early  morning 
hours  of  Sunday,  Feb.  11.  When  officers 
responded  to  a  report  of  a  man  breaking 


In  late  March,  the  San  Francisco  Medical 
Examiner  was  still  unable  to  identify  the 
young  man  who  was  found  dead  on  the 
sidewalk  at  Church  and  27th  streets  the 
morning  of  Saturday,  Feb.  10  (see  last 
month’s  Police  Beat).  If  you  recognize  the 
man  in  this  sketch,  call  553-1694  and  refer 
to  SFME  case  number  2007-0193. 


into  the  rear  door  of  an  occupied  home, 
they  discovered  the  man  still  on  the 
premises,  stuck  on  the  back  fence  he  had 
attempted  to  climb  over.  They  took  him 
into  custody. 

Two  people  were  arrested  for  domes¬ 
tic  violence  in  Noe  Valley.  In  one  case,  a 
person  assaulted  a  roommate;  in  another, 
an  inebriated  ex-boyfriend  struck  his  vic¬ 
tim  with  various  objects.  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  does  not  publish  locations  or  spe¬ 
cific  details  of  domestic  violence  cases 
because  doing  so  may  jeopardize  the  vic¬ 
tims’  safety. 


How  to  Contact  the  SFPD 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend  police-com¬ 
munity  meetings  held  monthly  at  the  In¬ 
gleside  and  Mission  Police  Stations. 

Ingleside  meetings  take  place  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  the  month,  7  p.m.,  at  Ingleside 
Station.  I  Sgt.  John  Young  Lane,  off  the  2000 
block  of  San  Jose  Avenue.  Mission  commu¬ 
nity  meetings  are  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  of 
the  month,  6  p.m.,  at  Mission  Station,  630 
Valencia  Street  near  17th  Street. 

Noe  Valleyans  who  live  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Mission  Police  District  (north  of  Cesar 
Chavez  Street)  may  contact  Mission  Station 
by  calling  558-5400  or  e-mailing  SFPDMis- 
sionStation@ci .sf.ca  us .  To  report  anony¬ 
mously  on  drugs,  gangs,  or  other  crimes,  call 
Mission  Station's  hotline  at  575-4444. 

Residents  and  merchants  in  Upper  Noe 
Valley — south  of  Cesar  Chavez  Street — may 
contact  Ingleside  police  by  calling  404-4000 
or  e-mailing  SFPDInglesideStation@ci.sf. 
ca.us.  The  Ingleside  anonymous  tip  line  is 
587-8984. 

For  city  wide  online  reporting,  go  to  www. 
sfgov.org! site! police . 

To  sign  up  for  Ingleside  Station’s  daily 
crime  e-newsletter,  e-mail  Ingleside  Capt. 
Paul  Chignell  at  Paul.Chignell@sfgov.org. 
To  request  the  Mission  e-newsletter,  write 
Capt.  John  Goldberg  at  SFPDMissionStation 
(a  ci. sf.ca. us. 

To  report  a  crime  in  progress,  call  9 1 1 . 


Martial  Arts  for  AH  Ages 


Learn  from  the  Best! 


Tel:  (415)841.8848  www.pacificwushu 


Classes  for  the  whole  family  with 
America's  Top  Teachers:  Masters 
Zhang  Hong  Mei  &  Phillip  Wong 

(former  international  &  national  champions) 

All  levels  now  open  for  enrollment 

PACIFIC  WUSHU  -SF 

797  San  Jose  Ave/30th  St  .SF  94110 


Taijif  WuShu 
BaGua,  SanShou 


PACIFIC  WUSHU 
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AESTHETIC  DENTISTRY  of  NOE  VALLEY 


Now  you  can  go 

wireless 


inn  ilign 


FREE  BLEACHING  WITH  INVISALIGN 


CEREC* 

One-visit  dentistry 


■ 


m 
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We  know  your  time  is  valuable.  That's  why  we’ve  invested  in  CEREC  technology 
that  allows  for  a  faster  experience  when  you  need  crowns,  fillings  or  veneers. 
With  CEREC,  there’s  no  need  for  a  temporary  and  return  visit.  Everything  is 
usually  done  in  one  visit,  in  about  an  hour  -  leaving  more  time  for  whatever 
is  important  to  you.  Ask  us  about  CEREC  today. 


OTHER  COSMETIC  SERVICES 

•  Gum  Lift 

•  Implants 

•  Zoom  Teeth  Whitening 


AESTHETIC 


DENTISTRY 
NOE  VALLEY 


Call  for  Consultation 


4162  24th  Street  (between  Castro  and  Diamond)  415-285-7007 


The  city  is  our  gym! 

Come  work  out  in  the  fresh  morning  air 
and  enjoy  personal  attention  at  group  rates. 

Meet  us  at  the  stairs  on  Dolores  at  1 9th. 

Sessions  start  at  6  am  &  7  am  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday. 
Monthly  $  125.00  Drop-in  $  1 5.00 

Greg  Bianchi,  MSS 
Certified  Personal  Trainer 
(415) 218-7045  ‘ 

bianchifit@gmail.com 


Alice's 

RESTAURANT 
Hunan  and  Mandarin  Style 

The  Finest  in  Chinese  Cuisine!  •  Take-out  Available 
WE  USE  NO  MSG 

1599  Sanchez  Street  (at  29th  Street)  in  Noe  Valley 
415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com 

<g> 

Lunch  and  Dinner:  Monday  -  Thursday  11  a.m.  -  9:15  p.m. 
Friday  and  Saturday  11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.  •  Sunday  12  noon  -  9:15  p.m. 


SINGLE  AGAIN? 


Tried  online  dating  with 
disappointing  results?  Call 

*  ’TKaitJui 


UrUlf 


•  Personal  not  virtual  intros  by  Marsha  Winer,  MA 

•  The  Premier  Matchmaker  for  the  Bay  Area’s  most 
eligible  &  discerning 

•  23  years  in  business  M#rsha  „  nsM 

•  Preview  photos  before  joining  ttwj  Heritage  Registry  of 

c  .  .  .  Who*  Who” 

-  Sunday  appointments  available  2006-2007  edition 
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STORE 

TREK 


By  Laura  Mi  Hale  Holland 


Store  Trek  is  a  regular  feature  of  the 
Voice .  profiling  new  stores  and  busi¬ 
nesses  in  Noe  Valley.  This  month,  we  in¬ 
troduce  two  businesses  in  the  real  estate 
sphere:  an  escrow  and  title  company  and 
a  newly  renovated  real  estate  brokerage, 
investment,  and  management  firm. 


Murphy  O’Brien  Real  Estate 
Investments 

4153  24th  Street  between  Castro  and 
Diamond  streets 
415-648-1200 

March  28  was  a  day  of  celebration  at 
Murphy  O’Brien  Real  Estate  Invest¬ 
ments'  Partners  Mel  Murphy  and  Luke 
O’Brien  hosted  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants 
and  Professionals  Association  meeting 
that  evening.  And  they  showed  their  col¬ 
leagues  and  neighbors  their  newly  re¬ 
modeled  Victorian  building  at  4153  24th 
Street.  The  firm  had  been  temporarily  dis¬ 
placed  during  construction. 

The  two-story  office  (management  up¬ 
stairs)  boasts  inviting  hardwood  floors, 
peach-hued  walls,  and  custom-built 
wooden  office  furniture,  stained  a  deep 
brown,  in  a  variety  of  configurations  from 


The  family  at  Murphy  &  O’Brien  Real  Estate 
Investments  (from  left  to  right)  includes 
John  Keogan,  Luke  O’Brien,  Mel  Murphy, 
Noe  Murphy,  Mimi  Fan,  Marcelino  Perez, 
and  Patty  Woods.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


small  desks  with  minimal  accoutrements 
to  fully  appointed  workstations  with 
plenty  of  storage  space  for  important  doc¬ 
uments  above  and  below  the  desks.  And 
in  keeping  with  21st-century  technology, 
all  computers,  phones,  faxes,  and  the  like 
are  wireless,  so  there  are  no  cables  twist¬ 
ing  and  curling  underfoot. 

Murphy  has  over  35  years’  experience 
in  many  aspects  of  real  estate,  including 
property  development  and  management, 
and  real  estate  brokerage  services.  He  and 
O’Brien,  a  real  estate  agent,  joined  forces 
in  2004.  They  founded  their  company 
with  an  expansive  view. 

“We  didn’t  want  to  be  just  another  bro¬ 
kerage  company  where  we  look  for  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  market  to  buy  a  house  and  sell¬ 
ers  that  are  in  the  market  to  sell  property 
and  do  transactions,  make  commissions, 
and  move  on.’’  O’Brien  says. 

"We  didn't  want  to  limit  ourselves.  We 
wanted  to  create  relationships  and  bring 
investment  opportunities  to  the  attention 
of  clients  who  are  interested  in  investing 
capital  in  real  estate,  either  in  partnership 
with  us  or  in  having  us  manage  their  in¬ 
vestments.” 

To  that  end,  the  partners  comple¬ 
mented  their  new  space  with  a  conference 
room  that  comfortably  sits  six  to  eight 
people  and  is  fully  equipped  for  pres¬ 
entations. 

Adding  to  a  sense  of  ease,  the  office  is 
lit  with  a  combination  of  natural  light 
coming  through  windows  and  soft-glow 
lighting  fixtures  spaced  throughout  the 
rooms,  as  opposed  to  having  one  or  two 
large  old-fashioned  fluorescent  lights  in 
the  center  of  the  ceiling. 

While  their  official  office  hours  are  9 
a.m.to  5  p.m„  O'Brien  says  he’s  often 
working  from  7  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  or  later. 
No  matter.  His  job,  he  says,  is  satisfying 
even  when  the  market  is  going  through  a 
slower  period.  “The  market’s  actually 
healthier  now  than  it  was  when  it  was  go¬ 
ing  up  15  to  20  percent  annually,  because 
that’s  not  sustainable,”  he  says. 

Does  that  mean  now  is  a  good  time  to 
invest  in  real  estate?  According  to 
O’Brien,  yes.  “The  best  time  to  invest  in 
real  estate  is  now,  and  it  always  is  now,” 
he  says.  “The  overwhelming  pattern  for 
the  longest  time  is  for  property  values  to 
go  up.  You  may  see  a  dip  every  once  in  a 
while,  but  the  trend  for  many,  many 
years  has  been  upward.  Real  estate  should 
be  a  major  anchor  around  every  financial 
portfolio.  It's  the  American  way  to  invite 
people  to  take  risks  and  invest  in  the 
future.  That’s  what  made  this  country 
what  it  is.” 


Pierre  Beniston,  Jacqueline  Weber,  and  Irasema  Villarreal  join  Judina  Trade  (not  shown)  in 
providing  title  insurance  with  a  smile  at  Financial  Title  Company.  Photo  by  Paula  Whitehead 


Financial  Title  Company 
816  Diamond  Street  between  Jersey 

and  24th  streets 
415-206-7720 

www.financialtitlecompahy.com 

A  community  asset  of  a  different  ilk 
moved  in  when  Natural  Resources  va¬ 
cated  its  storefront  at  8 1 6  Diamond  Street 
and  moved  to  the  Mission  District,  after 
19  years  of  providing  services  to  young 
families  in  Noe  Valley.  The  women  work¬ 
ing  at  Financial  Title  Company  talk  es¬ 
crow  instead  of  in  utero  and  closing  instead 
of  crowning,  but  just  like  the  women  of 
Natural  Resources,  they  have  a  midwife’s 
passion  for  bringing  dreams  to  life. 

Judina  “JuJu”  Trade  is  branch  manager 
and  senior  escrow  officer.  And  Jacqueline 
“Jax"  Weber  is  associate  escrow  officer. 
Walk  through  the  front  door  of  their 
homey  office  any  weekday  between  the 
hours  of  8  a.m.  and  5  p.m.,  and  you'll  find 
both  of  them  at  their  red  mahogany 
desks... smiling.  "This  is  not  a  job,  this  is 
our  career,”  says  Trade,  who  has  been  in 
the  title  and  escrow  business  since  2001. 
“And  we  love  coming  to  work.  It’s  rare  to 
hear  that,  but  we  love  what  we  do.” 

What  they  do  is  make  it  possible  for 
home  sellers  and  buyers  to  close  transac¬ 
tions  by  providing  title  and  escrow  serv¬ 
ices.  “Escrow  is  defined  as  a  neutral  party 
holding  funds  and  documents  until  all  par¬ 
ties  to  the  escrow  have  performed."  Tradfe 
notes.  “Title  insurance  involves  a  one¬ 
time  premium,  which  insures  against  pre¬ 
vious  actions  resulting  in  the  compromise 
of  the  integrity  of  real  estate  ownership.” 

Trade  says  the  business  is  fast-paced, 
and  that  no  two  escrows  are  the  same. 


“It's  stressful.  You  have  to  be  able  to 
multitask  and  be  very  detail-oriented  in 
this  business,”  she  says.  "There  are  al¬ 
ways  challenges,  from  minor  complica¬ 
tions  to  large  complications.  Getting 
through  those  hurdles  in  a  timely  manner 
and  closing  is  really  rewarding,  getting 
everything  resolved  so  that  everybody’s 
happy  at  the  end  of  the  transaction.” 

Trade  added  that  property  owners 
sometimes-come  to  her  in  times  of  need. 
For  example,  someone  may  have  been 
dealing  with  a  health  crisis  and  not  been 
able  to  stay  on  top  of  his  or  her  affairs. 
Trade  can  do  a  search  on  the  property  and 
provide  a  report  disclosing  anything 
recorded  that  encumbers  the  property, 
such  as  an  impending  foreclosure. 

Financial  Title  Company  is  part  of 
Mercury  Companies,  Inc.,  and  has  offices 
throughout  California.  It  has  five  San 
Francisco  locations.  Trade’s  office  joined 
the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  and  Profes¬ 
sionals  Association.  It  also  is  a  sponsor 
for  Rebuilding  Together,  a  San  Francisco 
nonprofit  that  endeavors  to  preserve  and 
revitalize  homes  and  communities. 

“I’ve  been  volunteering  for  the  past 
few  years,”  Trade  says.  “We  find  families 
that  are  in  need,  and  we  take  ahome  that’s 
not  in  the  best  living  condition,  and  we 
turn  it  around  for  them."  Volunteers  paint, 
clean,  gut,  garden,  build  fences,  fix  win¬ 
dows,  repair  plumbing,  and  even  go  to  the 
dump  to  get  the  homes  they  take  on  in 
ship  shape. 

“Rebuilding  Together  ties  in  with  our 
business  because  we're  all  about  helping 
people,”  Trade  says.  “Stop  in  and  say 
hello,  and  come  get  to  know  us.” 


for  new 


B4auty 


■ 


SSI  A 


Two  locations 
to  serve  you 


highll 


Bold 


mal 


rts 


1 599  Dolores  St. 
at  29th  St. 
415.550.1656 
and 

21 1  Church  St.,  Suite  A 
at  Market 
415.863.0703 

Open  7  Days 

www.hairplay.com 

lairplayProducts.com 


CHINESE  RESTAURANT 

Authentic  Szechuan  &  Mandarine  Cuisine 


Free  Delivery  and  Pick-up  Available 
Lunch  Specials  Daily  with  Free  Egg  Roll  or  Soda 
Buy  Any  Two  Entrees  and  get  a  Cold  Appetizer  Free 
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3601  26th  Street  *  San  Francisco  •  near  Valencia 

Free  Evening  Parking 
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3639  -  18th  Street 

(btwn  Guerero  &  Dolores) 


www.biritemarket.com 
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5W  handcrafted 
ice  cream  £,  amfectiatw 
featuring 

Straw*  Organic  Qavaf, 
uidit  ua  at 

3692  -  IStfi  Street 

at  Datcrea 


www.biritecreamery.com 


real  people 
real  service 
real  style 
real  knowledge 
real  mission 
real  estate 
real  vanguard 

VANGUARD  PROPERTIES 

always  in  the  forefront... 


Iuis@vanguardsf.com 
www. vanguardsf.com 


Always  there  for  you 


J 

Lorenzo  Boelitz  Construction 

License  #376960 

25  years  of 
successful 

Noe  Valley 
renovations 

-Foundations 

-Additions 

(415)  642-5800 

-Garages 

-Landscaping 

Groundbreaking 

Landscapes 


license  no.  802371 
Member:  CIXA 


415.699.6209 

www.groundbreakinglandscapes.com 


custom  design,  build  &  installation 
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The  Erricos: 

Aging  Bountifully 
On  Dolores  Street 

By  Jeff  Kaliss 

In  1962,  when  Nick  Errico  first  exam¬ 
ined  the  building  he  now  owns,  he 
found  himself  looking  ahead  to  how  he 
and  his  wife  Jo  would  spend  their  retire¬ 
ment  years.  Now  86,  Nick  is  finding  his 
wise  plans  bearing  fruit,  as  they  do  each 
spring  all  over  his  spacious  back  yard  in 
the  southernmost  block  of  Dolores  Street. 

“There  are  lots  of  trees,  with  all  kinds 
of  blooms,”  he  points  out  modestly  dur¬ 
ing  a  brief  sun-blessed  tour.  The 
menagerie  includes  lemon,  cherry,  nec¬ 
tarine,  peach,  fig,  loquat,  breadfruit,  and 
Santa  Rosa  plum  trees.  Cacti,  bearing  de¬ 
lectable  pears,  loom  overhead.  And 
there’s  much  more,  closer  to  the  ground. 

“I've  got  two  different  kinds  of  esca- 
role,  and  over  here  is  the  green  radicchio,” 
Nick  continues.  “I  cook  them,  I  steam  them 
or  boil  them  just  a  little  bit,  then  I  fry  some 
garlic  in  a  little  bit  of  oil  and  simmer.” 
Green  onions  are  sprouting,  and  in  pots, 
watercress  and  red  and  green  lettuce. 

A  bounty  of  colors,  from  roses  and  both 
outdoor  and  indoor  orchids  (in  a  little 
greenhouse),  complement  the  flavors 
with  which  both  Nick  and  Jo  enhance 
theirmeals.  “It’s  mostly  Italian  food,”  says 
Jo,  “and  sometimes  I  put  my  own  touch 
in  it.  The  boys  think  I’m  a  real  good  cook.” 

The  “boys”  are  their  two  sons — Mario, 
64,  and  Greg,  58 — both  of  whom  live  in 
the  North  Bay,  close  enough  to  drop  in  on 
their  parents  on  breaks  from  their  own 
families  and  gigs  in  the  music  business. 
Mario  is  a  valued  assistant  to  reclusive 
rock  legend  Sly  Stone,  who  lives  in  a 
rented  mansion  in  the  hills  of  Napa 
County.  Greg,  the  original  drummer  in 
Sly’s  hit-making  ’60s  band  the  Family 
Stone,  works  as  both  a  producer  and  a 
performer  from  his  home  near  Petaluma. 
“If  I  invite  a  few  of  their  friends  and  do  a 
dinner  party,  they  love  it,”  says  their  mom. 

The  family’s  musical  and  culinary  ten¬ 
dencies  extend  back  to  their  roots  in  the 
Italian  region  of  Calabria.  There,  in  the 
town  of  Verbicaro,  near  the  “sole”  of 
Italy’s  boot,  “my  father  was  a  drummer,” 
Jo  points  out.  “He  played  with  the  town 
band,  for  funerals  and  saints’  days  and 
whatever.”  Jo  was  born  in  North  Beach, 
after  her  father  emigrated. 

Nick’s  father  also  came  to  North  Beach  • 
early  in  the  20th  century,  but  his  mother 
remained  behind  in  Verbicaro,  where 
Nick  was  bom.  She  worked  in  the  rural 
environs  while  her  son  attended  school. 
“She  had  taught  me  how  to  do  things,  and 
when  I  came  home  from  school,  I  was 
about  nine,  ten  years  old,  I  would  cook,” 
says  Nick,  who  retains  some  Italian  spice 
in  his  accent.  “And  when  she  got  home, 
everything  was  ready.” 

Schooling  in  Verbicaro  continued  only 
to  the  fifth  grade,  and  Nick  recalls  that  his 
father,  communicating  from  San  Francis¬ 
co,  wanted  him  to  get  agricultural  work. 
“So  I  wrote  the  letter,  ‘You  either  send  me 
a  ticket  or  send  me  to  a  school,  because 
I’m  not  gonna  work  on  a  farm.’  And  the 
next  letter  that  came  from  him  was  the 
tickets  for  my  mother,  my  sister,  and  I.” 

Nick’s  father  (and  Jo’s  as  well)  had  se¬ 
cured  shoe-related  work  in  San  Francis¬ 
co,  but  Nick  didn’t  want  to  follow  in  his 
dad’s  footsteps.  Instead,  he  enrolled  in 
school  part-time  and  was  referred  by  one 
of  his  fellow  students  to  an  Italian  restau¬ 
rant,  where  he  gradually  acquired  skills 
in  both  waiting  tables  and  conversing  in 
English.  Since  his  mother  and  Jo’s  mother 
had  been  friends  in  Verbicaro,  Nick  got  to 
know  Jo,  who  was  three  years  his  junior, 
particularly  after  his  mother  died  in  child¬ 
birth,  in  1937,  when  he  was  just  16. 

“He  used  to  come  over  to  our  house,  he 


Nick  and  Jo  Errico  have  nurtured  an  abundant  backyard  garden  on  Dolores  Street,  as  well  as  two  sons  in  the  music  industry:  Greg  Errico,  the 
original  drummer  for  Sly  &  the  Family  Stone,  and  Mario  Errico,  who  works  as  Sly’s  personal  assistant.  Photo  by  Pamela  Gerard 


was  like  one  of  the  family,”  Jo  remem¬ 
bers.  "We  used  to  argue,  because  he  was 
just  learning  English  and  didn’t  know  a 
lot  of  things,  but  my  mother  would  say, 
‘We  have  to  help  him  out.'  We  just  kind 
of  grew  on  each  other,  I  guess.” 

Jo  and  Nick  were  married  in  October 
of  1941,  and  Mario  was  born  the  next 
year.  Then  Nick  was  recruited  into  the 
Second  World  War  on  a  Navy  aircraft  car¬ 
rier.  He  returned  to  his  career  as  a  waiter 
after  the  war,  and  served  at  some  of  the 
city’s  most  prestigious  restaurants,  hotels, 
and  clubs.  In  1948,  he  and  Jo  welcomed 
their  second  son,  Greg.  While  still  a  tod¬ 
dler,  the  future  drummer  was  making  his 
own  way  through  his  father’s  collection 
of  78  rpm  recordings  of  Italian  popular 
songs  and  opera. 

The  boys  grew  up  as  eager  members  of 
the  first  generation  of  rock  ’n’  roll.  Mario 
left  high  school  to  join  the  Air  Force.  Be¬ 
fore  Greg  graduated  from  Balboa  High, 
he  was  earning  money  drumming  for 
Freddie  Stewart,  Sly  Stone's  younger 
brother,  at  a  club  in  the  Excelsior.  Greg 
was  summoned  in  the  late  fall  of  1966  to 
a  meeting  at  the  Stewart  family  home  on 
Urbano  Drive  (near  Ocean  Avenue), 
where  the  talented  elements  of  what 
would  become  Sly  &  the  Family  Stone 
were  fused.  It  was  an  exciting  sound, 
challenging  to  listeners  of  all  ages. 

“I  said  to  Greg,  ‘I  don't  understand 
this,”' Jo  remembers.  “And  he  said,  ‘Mom, 
you  just  wait.  One  day,  you're  gonna  hear 
things  I’ve  played  on  the  radio,  and 
you’re  gonna  maybe  see  me  on  televi¬ 
sion.’  And  we  did!  You  have  to  give  it  to 
him:  he  pursued  his  dream.” 

The  dream  was  rewarded  with  an  array 
of  Top  40  hits  and  successful  albums  for 
Sly  &  the  Family  Stone  in  the  late  '60s 
and  early  '70s,  culminating  in  mobbed 
live  performances,  including  at  Wood- 
'  stock  in  1969.  Before  and  after  Greg  quit 
the  band,  in  1972,  his  brother  Mario  was 
an  enthusiastic  supporter,  running  occa¬ 
sional  errands  for  the  mercurial  and  de¬ 
manding  Sly. 

Jo  and  Nick,  transported  by  limousine 
to  gigs  at  the  Fillmore  Auditorium  and  the 
Oakland  Coliseum,  sometimes  hosted 
Italian  feasts  for  the  group.  Sly  would 
“make  little  remarks  to  Greg  like,  ‘Your 
mom's  no  dummy,”’  says  Jo,  “and  I  let 
him  know  that  I  wasn’t  a  dummy.  After  all, 
my  young  son  was  traveling  with  him." 

Over  the  decades,  Jo  and  Nick  relocat¬ 
ed  several  times,  from  Russian  Hill  to  the 
Outer  Mission  to  Daly  City.  After  becom¬ 
ing  landlords  of  the  Dolores  Street  prop¬ 
erty  in  1962,  they  waited  23  years,  until 


they’d  both  stopped  working,  to  remodel 
the  building  and  move  in  themselves. 

They’ve  since  availed  themselves  of 
Noe  Valley’s  expanding  and  varied  col¬ 
lection  of  fine  Italian  eateries,  and  Nick 
has  kept  himself  moving  along  a  daily 
walking  route,  with  a  cappuccino  stop  at 
Martha  &  Bros.  He  had  to  shorten  the 
route  four  years  ago  after  finding  himself 
winded  on  the  Church  Street  incline.  A 
doctor's  examination  led  to  Nick’s  first 
surgery,  a  four-way  heart  bypass,  from 
which  he  has  recovered  nicely.  Jo’s  arthri¬ 
tis  prompted  the  installation  of  an  eleva¬ 
tor  chair,  running  from  the  front  door  up 
to  their  second-floor  flat.  But  “the  money 
we  save  by  not  having  a’car  right  now,  it 
would  pay  for  that  in  two  years,”  Nick 
reasons.  Another  motivation  to  stay  mo¬ 
bile  is  the  couple’s  biennial  journeys  back 
to  their  Italian  homeland,  where  they  own 
property  within  a  short  walk  of  the  sea. 

Closer  to  home,  Mario  has  offered  to 
someday  drive  his  parents  up  to  visit  Sly 
Stone  in  Napa,  where  the  rolling  hills  and 
grape  orchards  are  evocative  of  the  Med¬ 


iterranean  countryside.  The  former  band¬ 
leader  turned  64  last  month  and  seems 
ready  to  revive  his  career,  celebrated  with 
the  rerelease  by  Sony  this  month  of  his 
first  seven  albums. 

The  elder  Erricos  have  fond  memories 
of  Sly's  parents,  K.C.  and  Alpha  Stewart, 
both  of  whom  passed  away  in  the  past  few 
years.  Mrs.  Stewart  “was  a  lovely  wom¬ 
an,”  says  Jo,  “and  I  know  Sly  misses  her 
terribly.  He  tells  Mario,  ‘Be  nice  to  your 
mom,  because  it’s  awful  when  she’s 
gone.’” 

Veteran  Voice  writer  Jeff  Kaliss  is  writing 
Family  Affair,  a  biography  of  Sly  &  the  Fam¬ 
ily  Stone,  for  Hal  Leonard  Books. 


Projects  recently  featured  in  Remodeling,  Builder,  Options  for  Today's  Fine  Homes  and  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  Magazine 
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24th  Street 

Studio  /  Gallery 


Works  by  Ellen  Into 

AND  OTHER  ARTISTS 

Original  art  work,  reproductions  and  post  cards 

Ellen  Into,  owner  and  artist 

New  Location:  4189  24th  Street 
between  Diamond  and  Castro 

415. S50. 8055 

Hours:  By  appointment  or  just  drop  by 


Everyone  talks  about 

location,  location,  location 


I  talk  about  getting  you  the  strongest 
positioning  in  the  market,  choosing  a  strategy  to 
get  you  the  highest  price  possible,  and  setting  in 
motion  a  plan  to  keep  you  in  control  of  the 
transaction  from  the  very  beginning. 

Yes,  location  is  important,  but  it  can’t  be  changed. 
But  positioning,  strategy  and  control  not  only  can 
change,  move  and  be  negotiated. They  are  the 
keys  to  winning  in  any  market  whether  you’re  a 
buyer  or  seller. 


Isn’t  it  time  we  met? 


JANE  IVORY 

tel  (4 IS)  564-7001 
jivory@hill-co.com 


HILL  &  CO. 

REAL  ESTATE 


3899  24th  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
janeivory.com 

Your  200%  Solution  to  Buying  and  Selling 
San  Francisco  Real  Estate 


NOE’S  BAR 

Noe  Valley’s  Original  Sports  Bar 


Welcome  the  Giants  to  their  new  season! 

Located  at  the  corner  of  24th  &  Church 


415-282-4007 


Integral  Counseling  Center 
at  Church  Street 


*  Affordable,  reliable,  caring  counseling 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  NOE  VALLEY  COMMUNITY. 

The  Integral  Counseling  Center  offers  mind-body-spirit  psychotherapy  to 
individuals,  couples,  and  families,  providing  a  safe  and  supportive  setting  to  explore 
a  wide  range  of  life  issues — emotional,  interpersonal,  psychological,  or  spiritual. 


•  Relationship  and  Family  Concerns 

•  Anxiety  and  Stress 

•  Depression  and  Loneliness 

•  Abuse  Issues 

•  Grief  and  Loss 

•  Sexuality/Body  image 

•  Life  Transitions/ Crises 

•  Occupational  Concerm/Choices 

•  Personal  Grosvth/Spititual  Issues 

1782  Cut  K  .ii  St.,  San  Francisco  •  415.648.2M4 
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We’ve  just  made  your  life  easier— 


and 


greener. 


Goodwill  has  just  opened  a  new 
donation  site  in  your  neighborhood! 


On  24th  Street  between 
Vicksburg  and  Sanchez 

across  from  Martha  &  Brothers  Coffee 


Monday-Friday 

9  am  -  5  pm 

Saturday 

3  pm  -  5  pm 

Sunday 

9  am  -  5  pm 


G 

Goodwill 

SAN  FRANCISCO  I  SAN  MATEO  I  MARIN 

www.sfgoodwill.org 
(415)  575-2101 
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To  find  out  more  and  sign  up,  visit 

letsgreenthiscity.  com 


Green  is  PG&E’s  Solar  Saturdays -classes  where  you  can 
learn  how  to  add  “Energy  Source”  to  your  roof’s  resume 
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•  APRIL  2007  • 


April  1, 15,  22  &  29  Erica  Lann-Clark 
performs  a  solo  COMEDY  show,  “Shopping 
for  God."  3  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia 
St.  800-838-3006;  www.lhemarsh.org. 

April  1-29:  Precita  Eyes  offers  Mission  Trail 
MURAL  WALKS.  Sat.  &  Sun.,  11  am  &  1:30 
pm.  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center,  2981 
24th  St.  Sat.,  11  am,  meet  in  Cafb  Venice  in 
24th  Street  BART  Plaza.  285-2287. 

April  1-29:  City  Guides  gives  free  WALK¬ 
ING  JOURS  all  around  the  city.  The  Mission 
Dolores  neighborhood  tour  meets  Sundays 
afnoon  at  the  gold  fire  hydrant  at  Church 
and  20th.  557-4266;  www.slguides.org. 

April  1-29:  Try  an  introductory  BUDDHIST 
MEDITATION  class  sponsored  by  Kadampa 
Buddhist  Temple.  Tuesdays,  7  to  8:30  pm. 
3324  17th  St.  503-1187. 

April  2-6  &  9-13:  The  SF  Zoo  offers 
SPRING  CAMP  for  kids,  pre-K  through  sixth 
grade,  featuring  animal  tours  and  crafts. 
Mon.-Fri.,  9  am-noon  or  4  pm.  1  Zoo  Road. 
753-7073;  www.sfzoo.org. 

April  2-30:  Chris  Sequeira's  TAI  CHI 
classes  are  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry  at  6 
pm  on  Mon.  &  Tues;  1021  Sanchez  St.  For 
the  location  of  10:15  am  Wed.  &  Fri.  classes, 
call  415-773-8185  or  650-756-6857. 

April  2-30:  The  SF  Library's  BOOKMOBILE 
is  open  Mon.  &  Wed.,  10:30  am-1  pm.  665 
Elizabeth  St.  557-4353. 

April  2-30:  Noe  Valley  SENIOR  CENTER 
serves  hot  lunches  for  people  over  60,  on 
weekdays  at  12:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  648-1030. 

April  2-30:  Visual  Aid  Artists  sponsors  a 
“Get  Out  of  Jail  Free"  ART  EXHIBIT.  Recep¬ 
tion  April  12, 6-8  pm.  SFLGBT  Community 
Center,  1800  Market  St.  777-8242; 
www.visualaid.org. 

April  3:  Free  day  at  the  DE  YOUNG  Museum 
is  a  chance  to  see  Vivienne  Westwood's  punk 
fashions  and  modernist  Charles  Sheeler's 
•  paintings.  9:30-am-5:15  pm.  Golden  Gate 
Park.  750-3614;  www.thinker.org. 
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April  3:  A  DOCENT  LECTURE  on  the  exhibit 
“Masterpieces  of  French  Jewelry”  will  be 
given  at  free  day  at  the  Legion  of  Honor,  34th 
Avenue  &  Clement.  1  pm,  750-3638. 

April  3:  Dr,  Betty  Carmack  leads  a  free  drop- 
in  PET  LOSS  support  group.  7:30-9  pm. 
SF/SPCA,  243  Alabama  St.  554-3050. 

April  3, 10, 17  &  24  Noe  Valley  Library 
sponsors  LAPSITS,  featuring  stories,  songs, 
and  fingerplays  for  babies  and  toddlers,  at 
10:15  am.  Preschool  STORY  TIME,  for  ages 
3  to  5,  starts  at  11  am.  Bethany  UMC,  1268 
Sanchez  St.  647-8393;  www.sfpl.org. 

April  3, 10, 17  &  24:  Awomen's  COMING 
OUT  support  group  welcomes  women 
exploring  sexuality  issues.  7-8:30  pm.  New 
Leaf,  103  Hayes  St.  626-7000,  ext.  448. 

April  3-13:  Eleven  artists  examine  city  life 
in  an  exhibit  at  the  SFMOMA  Artists  Gallery, 
Tues.-Sat,  1 1 :30  am-5:30  pm.  Fort  Mason, 
Building  A.  441-4777;  www.sfmoma.org. 

April  3-26:  The  NOE  STROLLS  playgroup 
departs  Holey  Bagel  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays 
at  1 1  am.  3872  24th  St.  www.noestrolls.com. 

April  4:  Michelle  Tea  hosts  the  ongoing 
RADAR  SALON  with  Diane  DiPrima  and  a 
surprise  guest.  7-8:30  pm.  Eureka  Valley-  • 
Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library,  3555  16th  St. 
355-5616 :  www.sfpl.org. 

April  4:  Poet  LANGSTON  HUGHES'  1940 
autobiography,  The  Big  Sea,  is  the  April 
selection  at  Bird  &  Beckett's  book  club.  7 
pm.  2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733. 

April  4:  SF  Conservatory  of  Music  hosts 
“An  Evening  with  FREDERICA  VON  STADE,” 
with  performances  by  voice  students.  7:30 
pm.  SFCM  Concert  Hall,  50  Oak  St.  Caff  for 
reservations,  503-6275;  www.sfcm.edu. 

April  4-25:  STORYTELLER  Dot  tells  tales 
for  children  on  Wednesdays  from  3  to  4  pm 
Cover  to  Cover,  1307  Castro  St.  282-8080; 
www.coverfocoversf.com. 

April  4-June  30:  Jean  Sankey  exhibits 
WATERCOLORS  of  park  and  street  trees. 
Reception  April  4, 5-7  pm.  SF  Botanical  Gar¬ 
den,  Golden  Gate  Park.  661-1316; 
www.  sfbotanicalgarden.  org. 


April  5:  Vittoria  Repetto  reads  from  her 
POETRY  book  Not  Just  a  Personal  Ad.  7:30 
pm.  Books  Inc.,  2275  Market  St.  864-6777. 

April  5, 12, 19  &  26  PRESCHOOL 
STORY  TIME  for  ages  3-5  begins  at  10:10 
am,  and  a  BILINGUAL  LAPSIT  for  babies  and 
toddlers  starts  at  11  am.  Missidh  Branch 
Library,  300  Bartlett  St.  www.sfpl.org. 

April  6:  TODD  LEJEUNE's  "Don't  Let  Go  of 
the  Potato”  is  “a  darkly  comic  Cajun  coming- 
of-age  tale."  Fri.  &  Sat.,  8  pm.  The  Marsh, 
1062  Valencia  St.  800-838-3006; 
www.themarsh.org 


Cuban  jazz  pianist  Elio  Villafranca  performs 
with  his  quartet  April  27  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series.  .  Photo  by  Mark  Stehle 

April  6, 13  &  20:  Bird  &  Beckett  hosts 
LIVE  JAZZ  every  Friday  from  5  to  8  pm;  Don 
Prell’s  Seabop  Ensemble  (April  6  &  20),  the 
Jimmy  Ryan  Quartet  (April  13),  and  the 
Henry  Irvin  Sextet  with  vocalist  Dorothy 
Lefkovits  (April  27).  2788  Diamond  St. 
586-3733;  www.bird-beckett.com. 

April  7:  Bring  the  kids,  ages  7  and  up,  to  a 
free  BIRDING  WALK.  10  am-noon.  Meet  at 
the  bookstore  near  the  Main  Gate,  Strybing 
Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park.  661-1316, 
www.  sfbotanicalgarden.  org. 

April  7:  SF  Botanical  Garden's  April  PLANT 
SALE  features  spring  bloomers.  10  am-1  pm. 
Strybing  Arboretum,  Golden  Gate  Park.  661- 
1316;  www.sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

April  7-29:  Little  Tree  Gallery  presents 
CHAD  MOORE'S  solo  show  of  painting, 
drawing,  and  sculpture.  3412  22nd  St.  643- 
4929;  www.littletreegallery.com. 


April  8:  The  Noe  Valley  Ministry  raffles  off  a 
QUILT  made  by  Irene  Kaufman,  as  a 
fundraiser  for  the  church.  Tickets  available  at 
1021  Sanchez  on  weekdays  and  Sunday 
mornings.  282-2317. 

April  10  DAVE  EGGERS  and  the  Best  Amer¬ 
ican  Committee,  a  group  of  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  from  826  Valencia,  read  from  The  Best 
American  Nonrequired  Reading,  a  collection 
of  the  fiction,  essays,  journalism,  and  humor. 
7  pm.  Modern  Times  Bookstore,  888  Valen¬ 
cia  St.  282-9246. 

April  10, 17  &  24:  Songs,  stories,  and 
rhymes  for  preschoolers  are  included  in  the 
afternoon  STORY  TIME  at  the  Eureka  Valley 
Library.  3:30  pm.  3555  16th  St.  355-5616; 
www.sfpl.org. 

April  10-May  23:  TANGERINE  ARTS,  five 
women  who  work  in  various  painting  and 
printmaking  media,  exhibit, their  work  in 
“Second  Season"  at  Gallery  Sanchez  in  the 
Noe  Valley  Ministry.  Reception  April  29, 
3:30-5:30  pm.  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317; 

’  www.  tangerinearts.  net. 

April  11:  Quiet  your  mind  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Ministry's  LABYRINTH  WALK.  6:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  282-2317. 

April  11:  WILL  FRANKEN  performs  a  work¬ 
shop  of  his  new  solo  show,  “Grandpa,  It's 
Not  Fitting.”  8  pm.  The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia 
St.  826-5750;  www.themarsh.org. 

April  11:  An  AIDS  MARATHON  Rock  Benefit 
at  the  Elbo  Room  features  Low  Red  Land, 
Small  Change  Romeos,  Ra  Ra  Rabbit,  and 
Th'  Moonlight  Sexy.  9  pm.  647  Valencia  St. 
552-7788;  www.elbo.com. 

April  11, 18  &  25:  POLITICAL  ECONOM¬ 
ICS  instructor  David  Giesen  leads  a  free 
three-part  “Land  and  Society"  course 
addressing  equality  in  housing,  business, 
and  spirituality.  6:30-8:30  pm.  Modern 
Times  Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282- 
9246. 

April  12:  St.  Luke's  Hospital  holds  a  VOL¬ 
UNTEER  orientation  the  second  Thursday  of 
the  month.  3-5  pm.  3555  Cesar  Chavez  St. 
641-6538;  www.sttukes-sf.org. 


April  12:  Bay  Area  nominees  will  read  from 
their  work  at  the  LAMBDA  LITERARY 
AWARDS,  which  recognize  excellence  in 
LGBT  writing.  5:30-7:30  pm.  Main  Library, 

100  Larkin  St.  557-4400;  www.sfpl.org. 

April  12:  WRITERS  from  the  Grotto  intro¬ 
duce  their  upcoming  workshops  and  semi¬ 
nars  beginning  April  16. 6  pm.  490  Second 
St.,  Suite  200.  www.sfgrotto.org. 

April  .12:  “San  Francisco  Notables,"  a 
celebrity  PORTRAIT  AUCTION  and  party  to 
benefit  Creativity  Explored,  includes  like¬ 
nesses  of  Jon  Carroll,  Alice  Waters,  and 
Dennis.  Richmond;  musician  Jonathan  Rich- 
man  will  perform.  7-10  pm  111  Minna 
Gallery,  111  Minna  St.  863-2108;  www.cre- 
ativityexptored.org. 

April  12-15:  Intermedia  performance  col¬ 
lective  DOUBLE  VISION  presents  “To  Futur¬ 
ism  and  Back  Again.”  8  pm.  Dance  Mission 
Theater,  3316  24th  St.  287-0192;  www.dou- 
bte-vision.biz/dancemission. 

April  12-14  &  19-21:  DAN  HOYLE'S  solo 
show  about  Nigerian  oil  politics,  Tings  Dey 
Happen,  continues  at  the  Marsh.  Thurs.  & 
Fri.,  8  pm,  Sat.  5  pm.  1062  Valencia  Street. 
826-5750;  www.themarsh.org. 

April  13:  A  WORKSHOP  to  create  unique 
envelopes  from  “rescued"  materials  runs 
trom  1  to  5  pm.  SF  Center  for  the  Book,  300 
DeHaro  St.  565-0545;  www.sfcb.org. 

April  13:  Celebrate  SAMUEL  BECKETT'S 

1 01  st  birthday  with  jazz  by  the  Jimmy  Ryan 
Quartet  and  a  reading  by  Scott  Baker.  5:30 
pm.  Bird  &  Beckett  Books  &  Records,  2788 
Diamond  St.  586-3733;  www.bird- 
beckett.com. 

April  13  &  14:  The  SAMBA  dance  troupe 
Hot  Pink  Feathers  performs  with  Miss 
Banana  Peel,  Kitty  Kitty  Bang  Bang,  and 
ElectriKat.  8  pm,  Shotwell  Studios,  3252A 
19th  St.  289-2000,  www.ftloose.org. 

April  13, 14, 15,  20  &  21:  SFartsED 
Players  performs  the  world  premiere  of 
Richard  Rodgers’  award-winning  MUSICAL 
The  Yellow  Wood.  Fri.  &  Sat.,  7:30  pm;  Sun., 
2  pm.  School  of  the  Arts  Theater,  555  Portola 
Drive.  695-5720;  www.sfsota-ptsa.org. 
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Rediscover  St.  Luke's 
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home  and  garden  design 


Cherish  the  tales  your  belongings  tell. 
Adorn  your  home  with  objects  of  art,  furnishings, 
and  garden  decor. 


In  addition  to  our  furniture 
and  accessories,  we  offer  a 
specialized  service  integrat¬ 
ing  your  personal  style  with 
our  design  expertise.  We 
visit  your  home  or  garden  to 
organize  the  placement  of 
your  existing  furniture  and 
accessories;  bring  in  objects 
of  art  and  garden  decor, 
creating  an  updated  New 
Look. 


For  Details  and 
Appointments,  call 
(415)  970-1030 


1504  Church  Street  at  27th  Street 


are  over  50  years  old 
you  could  be  at  risk  for 
colorectal  cancer.  Talk  to 
your  health  care  provider 
today  about  scheduling  a 
colonoscopy — the  most 
effective  colorectal  cancer 
screening  tool  available. 
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April  14:  The  Noe  Valley  Association  invites 
you  and  your  kids  to  a  TREE-PLANTING 
along  24th  Street.  Gather  at  8  am  at  the  park¬ 
ing  lot  next  to  the  Bank  of  America.  Planting 
starts  at  9  am;  pizza  party  follows  at  noon. 
Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com. 

April  14:  Noe  Courts  Park’s  monthly 
WORK  PARTY  needs  volunteers  from  9  am 
to  noon.  For  information,  e-mail  Cathy  at 
cmtdompe@pacbetl.  net. 

April  14:  The  group  Friends  ot  GLEN 
CANYON  leads  a  spring  flower  walk  along 
Islais  Creek.  10  am.  Meet  behind  the  Glen 
Park  Rec  Center.  Elk  &  Chenery.  648-0862. 

April  14:  Author  Anastasia  Goodstein  dis¬ 
cusses  her  new  book  about  teenagers  and 
TECHNOLOGY,  Totally  Wired.  7  pm.  Cover  to 
Cover,  1307  Castro  St.  282-8080; 
www.  covertocoversf.  com. 

April  14:  TANGO  No.  9  returns  to  the  Noe 
Valley  Music  Series  with  violinist  Catherine 
Clune  and  dancers  Christy  Cote  and  Chelsea 
Eng  performing  work  by  Astor  Piazzolla.  8:15 
pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
454-5238;  www.noevalleymusicseries.com. 

April  14  &  15:  SEE  JANE  RUN  celebrates 
its  seventh  anniversary  with  refreshments,  a 
raffle,  and  a  sale  on  women's  fitness  gear. 
Sat.,  10  am-6  pm;  Sun.,  10  am-5  pm.  3910 
24th  St.  401-8338;  www.seeianerun.com. 

April  14  &  15:  EARTH  DAY  at  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences  features  “Art  &  Science 
for  Children"  (Sat.,  10:30  am),  "The  Secret 
Lite  of  Your  Dinner"(Sat.,  noon),  and  giant 
sea  bass  feedings  (Sun.,  2  pm).  875  Howard 
St.  321-8000;  www.calacademy.org. 

April  14,  21  &  28;  REBECCA  FISHER  per¬ 
forms  “The  Magnificence  of  Disaster,”  her 
tragi-comic  tale  of  the  new  South.  8:30  pm. 
The  Marsh,  1062  Valencia  St.  800-838- 
3006;  www.themarsh.org. 

April  15:  The  26th  annual  Northern  Califor¬ 
nia  BOOK  AWARDS  honors  top  fiction,  non¬ 
fiction,  poetry,  translation,  and  children's 
literature.  1-2:30  pm.  Main  Library,  100 
Larkin  St.  For  information  call  Poetry  Flash 
at  510-525-5476;  www.poetryflash.org. 


April  15:  Bert  Hill  from  the  League  of  Amer¬ 
ican  Bicyclists  teaches  a  “Street  Skills  BICY¬ 
CLE  SAFETY”  course.  3-7  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St,  282-9246. 

April  15:  Cellist  Leighton  Fong,  violinist 
Graeme  Jennings,  and  pianist  Christopher 
Jones  perform  an  all-American  program  fea¬ 
turing  the  premiere  of  a  Noe  Valley  CHAM¬ 
BER  MUSIC-commissioned  piece  by 
composer  Cindy  Cox,  and  other  works  by 
George  W.  Chadwick,  Elliott  Carter,  and 
Charles  Ives.  4  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 

1021  Sanchez  St.  648.5236;  www.nvcm.org. 

April  15,  22  &  29:  A  three-session 
DOCENT  training  at  the  Maritime  National 
Historical  Park  at  Fisherman's  Wharl  runs 
Irom  10:30  am  to  4:30  pm.  To  register  call 
561-7047;  www.nps.gov/satr 

April  16:  “Coaching  Your  Relationship  from 
Your  Role  of  PARENT”  is  the  second  in  a 
series  of  coaching  studios  hosted  by  Ruth 
Oprean  Cardillo.  1:30-2:30  pm.  More  Mojo 
Chiropractic,  1347  Church  St.  550-1504. 

April  16:  The  Older  Women's  League  offers 
a  free  workshop  examining  HEART  DISEASE. 
6-8  pm.  Second  floor  Herbst  Hall,  UCSF 
Mount  Zion  Hospital,  1600  Divisadero  St. 
RSVPto  353-2668. 

April  16:  The  community  is  invited  to  dis¬ 
cuss  plans  for  the  MURAL  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Farmers'  Market  with  designer/artist  Mona 
Caron  and  Joel  Pomerantz,  project  manager. 
7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 1021  Sanchez 
St.  505-8255. 

April  1 6:  The  Richmond/Ermet  AIDS  Foun¬ 
dation  presents  a  benefit  cabaret  perfor¬ 
mance  by  the  touring  cast  of  Jersey  Boys,  the 
MUSICAL  about  the  Four  Seasons  singing 
group.  7:30  pm.  Club  Fugazi,  678  Green  St. 
421-4222;  www.BeachBlanketBabylon.com. 

April  17:  Kit  Kennedy  hosts  a  National 
POETRY  MONTH  celebration  with  featured 
poets  Elz  Cuya,  Clara  Hsu,  Rich  Schimpl, 

Jan  Steckel,  and  Paul  Watsky.  7-8:30  pm.  . 
Eureka  Valley  Library,  1  Jose  Sarria  Court. 
355-5616;  www.sfpl.org. 


April  17  &  24:  The  Eureka  Valley  Library 
holds  infant/toddler  LAPSITS.  10:30  am.  1 
Josb  Sarria  Court.  355-5616;  www.sfpl.org. 

April  18:  The  Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 
holds  a  panel  discussion  on  the  WAR  IN 
IRAQ  with  former  Iraqi  diplomat  Amer  Araim 
and  professors  Stephen  Zunes  and  Banaf- 
sheh  Keynoush.  7:30  pm.  Noe  Valley  Min¬ 
istry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  641-5838. 

April  18:  Find  out  about  black  holes  at  a 
tree  lecture  by  Dr.  Darren  Croton  sponsored 
by  SF  Amateur  ASTRONOMERS.  8  pm.  Ran¬ 
dall  Museum,  199  Museum  Way.  554-9600; 
www.  randallmuseum.  org. 

April  1 9:  City  College  of  San  Francisco  cel¬ 
ebrates  EARTH  DAY  with  alternative  fuel 
vehicles  and  visits  from  environmental  orga¬ 
nizations.  11  am-1 :30  pm.  CCSF,  50  Phelan 
Ave.,  Ram  Plaza.  239-3580. 

April  19-May  24:  Learn  to  samba,  rumba, 
or  cha  cha  cha  at  six-week  BALLROOM 
DANCING  for  couples  classes.  Thursdays  at 
7:30  pm.Torest  Hill  Christian  Church,  250 
Laguna  Honda  Blvd.  661-2746. 

April  20:  Professor  Jim  Goldner  and  alumni 
filmmakers  Sandra  Nettelbeck  and  Arthur 
Dong  discuss  "The  Way  We  Were:  A  Cele¬ 
bration  of  Over  40  Years  of  FILM  at  SF 
State."  6  pm.  Fine  Arts  Building,  1600  Hol¬ 
loway  Ave.  338-1629. 

April  20:  Kung  Pao  Kosher  Comedy  pre¬ 
sents  CAFE  CON  COMEDY,  featuring  Beth 
Lisick,  Aundre  the  Wonderwoman,  Nick 
Leonard,  and  six  other  stand-up  comedians. 
7:30  pm.  Dolores  Park  Cafe,  501  Dolores  St. 
522-3737;  www.doloresparkcafe.com. 

April  21:  Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 
sponsors  an  Earth  Day  plant  restoration 
WORK  PARTY;  tools,  gloves,  and  a  free  lunch 
provided.  Meet  behind  the  Glen  Park  Rec 
Center,  Elk  &  Chenery.  9  am.  648-0862. 

April  21:  BUG  DAY,  the  Randall  Museum's 
annual  festival  of  insects,  includes  crafts, 
games,  and  live  entertainment;  bring  a  picnic 
lunch.  10  am-2  pm.  199  Museum  Way.  554- 
9600;  www.randallmuseum.org. 


April  21:  “Earth  Stroll,"  a  Crissy  Field 
EARTH  DAY  adventure  features  a  fitness 
walk,  games,  music,  and  live  animals.  10 
am-2  pm.  603  Mason  St.  561-7690; 
www.  crissyfield.  org/center. 

April  21 :  The  annual  competition  and 
crowning  of  the  Junior  King  and  Queen  of 
CARNAVAL  begins  at  1  pm.  Everett  Middle 
School,  450  Church  St.  920-0125. 

April  21 :  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  presents 
BANJO  player  Bill  Evans'  "String  Summit," 
with  guitarist  Scott  Nygaard,  dobro  player 
Michael  Witcher,  bassist  Cindy  Browne,  and 
fiddlers  Tristan  and  Tashina  Clarridge.  8:15 
.pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St. 
454-5238;  www.noevalleymusicseries.com. 

April  21-22:  Alvarado  holds  its  two-day 
RUMMAGE  SALE.  Regular  sale  is  Sat.,  9  am- 
3  pm;  then  Sun.,  9  am-1  pm,  is  Bargain 
Clear-Out  Day,  when  for  a  small  fee  you  can 
take  out  as  much  as  you  can  carry.  695  Dou¬ 
glass  St.  695-5695;  www.alvaradoschool.net. 

April  24:  The-SF  History  Association  spon¬ 
sors  a  talk  and  photo  show  celebrating  the 
CENTENNIAL  of  the  “new”  San  Francisco, 

101  years  after  the  1 906  Earthquake.  8  pm 
Mission  High  Auditorium,  16th  &  Church. 
750-9986;  www.sanfranciscohistory.  org. 

April  25:  Marine  biologist  Dr.  Claudio  Cam- 
pagna  discusses  the  creation  of  the  world's 
first  OPEN  OCEAN  park  in  "The  Sea  and  Sky 
of  Patagonia."  6:30  pm.  San  Francisco  Zoo, 

1  Zoo  Road.  522-9702;  www.sfzoo.org. 

April  26:  ArtSpan  holds  a  benefit  AUCTION 
6:30-9  pm.  California  Modern  Gallery,  1035 
Market  Street,  www.artspan.org. 

April  26:  Learn  SCOTTISH  COUNTRY 
DANCING  at  a  free  class.  8-10  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  826-2287; 
sf-scottishdancers.  org 

April  27:  CUBAN  JAZZ  pianist  Elio  Villa- 
franca  and  Babatunde  Lea,  Jeff  Brennan,  and 
Howard  Wiley  perform  at  the  Noe  Valley 
Music  Series.  8:15  pm.  Noe  Valley  Ministry, 
1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238,  www.noevalley 
musicseries.com. 


April  28.  Noe  Valley  Music  Series  presents 
Gamelan  Sekar  Jaya,  a  20-piece  BALINESE 
GAMELAN  orchestra,  performing  with 
dancers  and  special  guests.  8:15  pm.  Noe 
Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St.  454-5238; 
www.  noevalleymusicseries.  com. 

April  28  &  29:  Many  Noe  Valley  artists  are 
exhibiting  their  latest  work  at  the  Hunters 
Point  Shipyard,  Spring  OPEN  STUDIOS.  1 1 
am-6  pm.  www.springopenstudio.com. 

April  29:  The  10th  annual  GLEN  PARK  FES¬ 
TIVAL  features  arts  and  crafts  booths,  enter¬ 
tainment,  food,  and  an  all-day  raffle,  to 
benefit  the  Glen  Park  Branch  Friends  of  the 
Library  and  various  children's  programs.  10 
am-4:30  pm.  Diamond  &  Chenery.  835- 
2112;  www.glenparkfestival.com. 

April  29:  A  Dia  del  Nino  (Day  of  the  Child) 
FESTIVAL  offers  live  music,  Latin  dancing, 
crafts,  games,  animal  encounters,  and  pre¬ 
sentations  by  zookeepers  in  both  Spanish 
and  English.  11  am-3  pm.  San  Francisco 
Zoo,  1  Zoo  Road.  522-9702;  www.slzoo.org. 

April  29:  Friends  of  Sharon  Art  Studio  hosts 
“Joie  de  Vivre,"  its  annual  fundraiser  ART 
AUCTION.  2-6  pm.  1032  Irving  St.  753- 
7005;  www.sharonartsstudio.org. 

April  30:  The  Cutting  Ball  Theater  performs 
“UBU  ROI,"  Alfred  Jarry's  1896  play  that 
caused  riots  in  Paris.  7  pm.  Modern  Times 
Bookstore,  888  Valencia  St.  282-9246. 


MAYDAY!  MAYDAY! 

Your  calendar  items  may  already 
be  late. The  deadline  for  the  May 
issue  of  the  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
which  will  be  distributed  in  Noe 
Valley  on  or  before  May  4,  is 
Monday,  April  16.  E-mail 
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. 

Or  you  can  write  Noe  Valley  Voice. 
1021  Sanchez  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114.  Noe  Valley  events  take 
priority,  but  we  try  to  squeeze  in  as 
many  other  items  as  possible. 


Mission  Open  Studios 


May  12th  &  13th  11  am-6pm 


Art - 

Explosion 

Studios 

Our  7th  annual  Spring  Art  Show  with  over  100  artists 
36,000  sq/ft  of  original  SF  art  at  studio  prices 


Opening  Receptions  Fri  May  11th  7pm-11pm 


NOW  OPEN  FOR  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  &  DINNER 


FREE  ADMISSION 
FREE  REFRESHMENTS 

This  is  one  of  the  largest  art  shows  this  spring. 
The  opening  reception  will  be  a  night  to 
remember.  Over  1 00  artists  and  1 0OO's  of  j 
quality  original  art  works  will  be  on  display. 
There  will  be  open  studios  with  a  chance 
to  meet  the  artists. The  prices  will  be  a 
fraction  of  gallery  prices  for  original  works 
of  art  and  the  artists  will  keep  1 00% 
of  the  selling  price.  Come  and  enjoy  a 
night  on  the  town  and  a  weekend  of  art 
shopping. 


•  Hearty  Breakfasts 
•Gourmet  Bagels 

•  Juicy  Niman  Ranch  Burgers 


1748  CHURCH  STREET  at  DAY 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94131 

415.  282.  4EAT 
TO  60  ORDERS  WELCOMED! 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

MENU  AVAILABLE  ONLINE  AT 
WWW. TOASTEATERY.COM 


TWO 

LOCATIONS 


2425  1 7th  St.  @  Potrero 
744  Alabama  St.  @  1 9th  St. 


www.theartexplosion.com 
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9  T  H  ANNUAL  FOOD  DRIVE 
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JOIN  NOW! 


We  donated  over 
1,000  lbs.  of  food  to 
the  SF  Food  Bank. 
Thank  You! 


(415)  285-5400 

www. noevalley curves  .com 
noecurves  @  gmail.  com 

■ 

1701  Church  Street  at  29th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 

Open  7  Days  a  Week 


Curves, 

Amaze  yourself.® 


Over  10,000  locations  worldwide. 

Offer  based  on  first  visit  enrollment,  rhinimum  12  mo.  c.d.  program.  Not  valid  with  any  other  offer. 
Only  at  Noe  Valley  location.  ©2007  Curves  International. 


WHETHER  YOU  ARE  ON  A  HILL  OR  IN  THE  VALLEY 
FOR  ALL  YOUR  REAL  ESTATE  NEEDS... 
ALWAYS  DEMAND  THE  BEST 

Let  HerafeC  Handle  It 


Daniel  Hendelj  Real  Estate  Agent 
Top  Producer  -  President's  ECite  -  Top  4  %  Internationally 

(41 5) 338-0221 

www.danhendet.com 


Thank  you  for  your  referrals! 
Call  for  a  free  market  analysis 


COLDUieU. 
BANKjBR  □ 


NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


Coldwel!  Banker 
2633  Ocean  Ave.  at  19th 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 


REGISTER  NOW 

CLASSES 
AVAILABLE 

WWW.RUBY5CLAYSTUDIO.ORC 
PLEASE  SUPPORT  YOUR  LOCAL  ARTISTS  AT 

RUBY’S  CLAY  STUDIO 

552-A  NOE  STREET  between  18th  and  19th  •  (415)  558-9819 


RUBY’S 


CLAY  STUDIO 
&  GALLERY 


Savor 

The 

Flavor 

at 

<3* 

(415) 

282-0919 

1500 

Church  Street 
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natural  medicine 
and  a  professional  staff  all  under  one  roof 

Experts  in  Wellness 


integrative  pharmacy 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

925  Cole  Street  I  415.661.1216 

www.pharmaca.com 
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DENNIS  OTTO 

Trusted  Advisor 
Skilled  Negotiator 
Expert  Facilitator 


Dennis  Otto 

415-345-2570 

dotto@pacunion.com 


Shoemaker 


ARCHITECTS 


Quality  residential  architecture  and  design 

i.  Wm 


additions 


kitchens 


baths 


Doug  Shoemaker  AIA,  Licensed  Architect  since  1980 


415.648.1208,  Noe  Valley,  San  Francisco 


•  O'  Greenberg's  Pub  • 


Celebrating  our  22nd  year  as  "The  only  pub  on  Dolores  Street" 


■MJLJli 

Featuring 

'  L. 

Two 

Direct  TV  on 

Dart  Rooms 

six  TVs 

ft \,;r  h ** 

including  two 

f* 1  •  fffflwinBvlTt^'  •  h-  '*• 

Big  Screens 

Fifteen 

See  all  NFL 
Games 

j  beers  on  tap 

1600  Dolores  Street  (at  the  comer  of  29th  and  Dolores) 
415-695-9216 

•ATLAS  LANDSCAPES* 

Designers  &  Builders  of  extraordinary  gardens 
Under  the  masterful  eye  of  David  Graham 


Please  visit  us:  Atlands.com 


Phone  415-380-0604 


Decks 

Retaining  Walls 
Artistic  Fencing 
Water  Features 

Superb  Masonry 
Work 

m 

Drainage  Issues 

Planting 

Lighting 

Hot  Tub 
Installation 


Landscape  &  General  Contractors 
'  Ca.  Lie.  #  S62324 


Small  Spaces  a 
Specialty  • 
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•  Illustrated  Reminiscences 
by  Florence  Holub 

The  Crash  of  ’95 


Editor's  Note:  When  this  essay  was  first 
published,  in  the  May  1995  Voice,  Noe 
Valley  residents  were  recovering  from 
an  extremely  wet  winter. 

By  Florence  Hohtb 

During  this  past  winter,  one  of 
the  rainiest  in  San  Francisco 
history,  my  man  Leo  and  I  man¬ 
aged  to  stay  high  and  dry  in  our  old 
(circa  1907)  hillside  home.  But  as  the 
rain  fell  day  after  day,  we  spent  many 
anxious  moments  looking  out  the  win¬ 
dow,  watching  the  water  rush  down  21st 
Street  to  Church,  and  wondering  how 
much  more  the  earth  could  take! 

We  found  out  just  how  much  one  late 
afternoon  at  the  end  of  January.  We 
were  sitting  in  front  of  the  television 
set,  scanning  the  weather  report,  when 
we  heard  a  loud  crash  outside  the  house. 
Naturally  we  dashed  to  the  window  to 
see  what  had  happened. 

There  in  the  front  yard,  our  newly- 
built  redwood  fence,  which  separated 
our  property  from  the  neighbor’s  up 
the  hill,  now  had  a  hole  the  size  of  a 
washing  machine,  with  a  big  chunk  of 
concrete  projecting  through  it. 

It  was  immediately  clear  that  the 
massive  retaining  wall  next  door  had 
collapsed,  sending  a  large  fragment 
through  our  fence  into  the  area  where 
we  keep  our  garbage  cans. 

I  gulped,  realizing  that  I  could  have 
been  the  target  instead  of  the  garbage 
cans — one  of  which  was  now  severely 
dented — had  I  been  depositing  the 
kitchen  refuse  at  the  time  of  the 
incident. 

Leo  also  remembered  with  relief  that 
he  had  started,  but  left  undone,  the  task 
of  sweeping  out  an  accumulation  of  dry 
leaves  from  the  ill-fated  area  earlier  in 
the  day. 

This  was  indeed  a  close  call!  Still,  we 
felt  fortunate  to  have  sustained  so  little 
damage.  It  appeared  as  if  only  six  red¬ 
wood  boards  would  need  to  be  replaced. 


Florence’s  photographer  husband,  Leo  Holub,  took  these  shots  of  their  next-door  neighbor's 
driveway  before  and  after  the  calamitous  “Crash  of  ’95." 


Down  at  street  level,  however,  we 
were  shocked  to  see  the  extent  of  the 
destruction  to  our  neighbor’s  property. 

A  jumble  of  granite,  mud,  and  rocks  had 
crashed  down  on  top  of  a  car  that  had 
been  parked  in  his  carport  for  months 
awaiting  repairs.  The  car,  a  1970  Honda 
normally  measuring  4'/2  feet  in  height, 
was  now  compacted  to  2  feet  and 
almost  completely  covered  with  broken 
slabs  of  concrete,  dirt,  and  debris. 

The  neighbor  was  not  at  home,  so 
Leo  left  him  a  note,  just  in  case  he 
returned  after  dark  and  failed  to  notice 
the  wreckage.  It  would  have  been  easy 
to  overlook  because  the  rubble  was' 
obscured  by  a  thick  growth  of  ivy, 
which  spilled  over  a  wall  at  the  front  of 
the  property. 

It  was  still  raining  the  next  morning 
when  we  noticed  our  other  neigh¬ 
bors  Angus  and  Mariann  Pera 
searching  and  calling  out  for  their  cat 
Sammy,  who  had  been  missing  since 
the  night  before.  They  were  afraid  he 
had  been  buried  in  the  landslide,  for 
Sammy  had  the  habit  of  sitting  like  a 
sphinx  on  the  hood  of  any  stationary 
vehicle. 

After  half  an  hour  of  calling  and  still 
no  kitty,  the  Peras  became  apprehen¬ 
sive.  But  finally  they  spotted  their  cat 
lounging  on  the  front  stairs  of  Dr. 
Jerome  Goldstein’s  Victorian  down  the 
street. 

In  his  youth,  Sammy  had  been  a  fine- 
looking  feline,  but  now  that  he  was 
almost  18  years  of  age,  he  had  lost  most 
of  his  teeth,  and  his  grey  and  white 
mottled  coat  was  shabby  and  worn. 


Everyone  suspected  Sammy  of  being 
a  bit  senile,  because  he  no  longer  had 
the  good  sense  to  come  in  out  of  the 
rain.  He  would  just  lie  about,  smiling  so 
benignly  that  few  passersby  could  resist 
petting  him  or  uttering  a  few  words  of 
comfort. 


Upon  retrieving  their  cat,  the  Peras 
carried  him  home  to  dry  out  in  a  warm 
corner.  Only  a  few  days  later,  Sammy 
expired  peacefully  during  a  catnap,  with 
that  same  blissful  smile  on  his  face 
which  had  always  extended  from 
whisker  to  whisker. 

Over  the  next  week,  Webb  Hill, 

owner  of  the  property  next  door, 
could  often  be  seen  outside, 
assessing  the  damage  and  considering 
his  options  for  stabilizing  the  slope. 

Webb  told  us  that  on  the  morning  of 
the  slide,  he  had  been  standing  between 
his  Honda  and  the  wall  that  gave  way, 
removing  the  battery  from  the  car.  He 
was  counting  his  blessings,  he  said, 
despite  the  fact  that  he  now  faced  the 
headache  of  reconstruction. 

Meanwhile,  the  rains  continued 
relentlessly,  causing  mud  and  rocks  to 
slough  off  into  the  open  pit  where  the 
car  was  entombed. 


A  few  years  earlier,  the  recessed  floor 
and  walls  of  the  carport  had  supported  a 
tall,  tilting  wooden  garage,  but  Webb 
had  been  forced  to  raze  it  when  it 
became  unsafe. 

Still  visible  above  the  rubble,  on  the 
rear  wall,  are  the  shadowy  remains  of  a 
staircase  that  once  led  from  the  house  to 
the  street-level  garage  below. 

I  remember  when  our  friends  the 
Hacketts  lived  there  30  years  ago.  They 
called  it  the  "mine  shaft,”  because  of  the 
steep,  dark  descending  shortcut  to  their 
auto.  (Patricia  Hackett  was  then  a  music 
educator  at  San  Francisco  State.  Her 
husband,  J.W.  Hackett,  is  the  celebrated 
haiku  poet  who  wrote  much  of  his  work 
while  living  in  Noe  Valley.) 

After  the  January  cave-in,  the  “mine 
shaft”  became  a  traffic-stopper.  Some 
motorists  driving  past  would  come  to  a 
dead  stop,  back  up  to  get  a  better  view, 
then  shake  their  heads  woefully  as  they 
departed. 

Others  took  no  notice  at  all.  A  month 
passed  before  one  of  our  neighbors  rang 
the  doorbell  to  ask  us  when  the  incident 
had  occurred  and  if  anyone  had  been  in 
the  vehicle. 

One  afternoon  in  March  a  police  car 
veered  into  our  driveway  in  such  an 
urgent  manner  that  we  feared  we  had 
erred  in  the  eyes  of  the  law.  We  were 
quickly  mollified,  however,  when  we 
found  that  the  officers  merely  wished  to 
learn  the  details  regarding  the  wrecked 
car  and  to  offer  their  services  if  needed. 

On  another  occasion  we  saw  a  group 
of  young  Latino  men  peering  under  the 
ivy  and  laughing  mirthfully.  Un  pronto 
low-rider! 

Nowadays,  whenever  we  have  guests, 
we  lift  the  ivy  and  show  them  the 
Honda.  The  sight  never  fails  to  elicit  a 
stream  of  laughter  because  the  front  of 
the  automobile  has  taken  on  an  almost 
human  expression — a  squashed-down 
face  with  eyes  (the  headlights),  nose 
(the  parking  lights),  and  a  wide,  grimac¬ 
ing  mouth  (the  bumper),  which  seems  to 
be  saying,  “Ouch!” 

For  months  we  have  been  able  to 
inspect  the  wreckage  daily,  by  looking 
through  the  hole  in  our  fence.  So  we 
were  heartened  on  March  2 1 ,  the  vernal 
equinox,  to  see  a  swatch  of  brilliant 
color  on  top  of  the  debris. 

A  hardy,  solitary  Montbretia  plant, 
the  kind  that  grows  in  the  older  gardens 
of  Noe  Valley,  had  taken  root,  thrusting 
its  sword-like  leaves  and  orange  and 
yellow  blooms  upward  as  if  to 
announce  that  in  spite  of  everything, 
spring  had  arrived  at  last!  ■ 


Open  Studio 

Saturday  April  7th 

11:00  -  2:00 
Welcome  Anytime 

A  New  Studio  in  the  Heart  or  Noe  Valley 

5)?01  25rd  Street  at  Sanchez  • 

Tor  Adult  Classes: 

Yoga,  SoJa  Martial  Arts, 

Zximba  Fitness,  Drama 
Therapy,  MoBu  Dance 

Tor  Children’s  Classes: 

Jam  Music  &  Movement 
(0-5  years) 

DancEsteem  (5  years  &  up) 

www.mobudancestudio.com  •  info@mobudancestudio.com 
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YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD  RESTAURANT 

SERVING  BREAKFAST,  LUNCH  AND  DINNER.  BREAKFAST  MENU  AVAILABLE  ALL  DAY 

SEASONAL  LUNCH  AND  DINNER  SPECIALS 

®  @  @  ©  <§} 

SAVORY  &  SWEET  CREPES,  OMELETTES,  INCREDIBLE  SALADS,  SANDWICHES, 
HOMEMADE  FRENCH  TOAST  AND  PUMPKIN  SPICE  PANCAKES 
CHILDREN’S  MENU  AVAILABLE 
FREE  STROLLER  VALET 

@  @  @  @  @ 

ENJOY  BREAKFAST,  BRUNCH,  LUNCH  OR  DINNER 
ON  OUR  BEAUTIFUL  LANDSCAPED  PATIO 

SEATING  OVER  90 

OPEN  7  DAYS:  8:00  A.M.  /  10:00  P.M.  SUNDAY  —  THURSDAY  •  8:00  A.M.  /  11:00  P.M.  FRIDAY  AND  SATURDAY 

3913  24TH  STREET  (HEAR  SANCHEZ)  •  415-282-0344 


Laundry  &  Dry  Cleaning  Pick-Up  &  Delivery  Service 

•  Next-Day  Service  Every  Weekday 

•  Only  790  per  Pound  of  Laundry 

•  Choose  Your  Detergent 

•  Low-Cost,  High-Quality  Dry  Cleaning 

Visit  www.sfwash.com  or  Call  (415)  816-5254 


!  www.sfseamstress.Gom 


Clothing  for 

Men, Women  &  Children! 


for  your  Home  j 

ja  1400  Castro  Street  j 
@  Jersey  j 

W  \4i5,920«i956/ 


L  April  2007 

ens  Vests 

\  Inspired 
Ik  Designed 

|e  in  Noe  Valley 


Drapery  ' 
Pillows  I 
Shades  ! 
Bedding  j 
Slipcovers  j 
Table  linens  1 


M  Street*®  Jersey 
yr  j  415-920-1956 
^imfuesday  10:30-2 
p^Saturday  10:30-6 
www.walkershaw.com 


got  free  tax  preparation 

assistance  and  received  $4,000 
in  Earned  Income  Tax  Credits. 

I  just  called  2-1-1 


Get  connected.  Get  answers. 
In  San  Francisco  Dial  2-1-1. 


Family  Counseling,  Utility  Assistance, 
Employment  Services,  and  much  more. . . 


United  Way  ■  AIRS  „ 

If 

GetConnected.  Get  Answers. 


United  Way  of  the  Bay  Area 


Free  ■  Confidential  ■  Multilingual  ■  Available  24/7  ■  TTY:  415-808-4440  ■  www.211BayArea.org 


At  Kiki  Ycs,come  explore  your  mind  body  connection. We  offer  Pre  and  Post 


I 
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Sinead  Hinchon,  Katie  Schmidth,  and  Sallyann  Hinchon  were  not  involved  in  the  “Case  of  the 
Poison  Pellets” — we  promise — but  they  no  doubt  created  their  own  candy-inspired  capers 
before  graduating  from  the  Noe  Valley  Co-op  Nursery  School.  Photo  courtesy  Nina  Youkelson 


NINA’S 

NUGGETS 


During  Nina  Youkelson' s  37 years  as  head 
teacher  and  director  of  the  Noe  Valley  Co-op 
Nursery  School  on  Sanchez  Street,  she  and 
the  children  shared  a  lot  of  exciting  adven¬ 
tures.  Here's  one  episode  where  the  names 
have  been  changed  to  protect  the  innocent. 

The  Poison  Pellets 

By  Nina  Youkelson 

Grandma  was  a  rotund  woman 
who  had  difficulty  walking. 
Marcie,  her  granddaughter,  was 
a  lithe,  quick  little  dragonfly  of  a  girl, 
and  when  Grandma  took  Marcie  to  nurs¬ 
ery  school — three  blocks  from  home — 
Marcie  was  always  way  ahead  of  her. 
Adventurous  little  Marcie,  only  4  years 
old,  ran,  skipped,  and  hopped  down  the 
street.  But  she  always  waited  at  the  curb 
for  Grandma  to  catch  up  before  they 
crossed  the  street  together. 

One  day,  on  the  way  to  school,  Marcie 
saw  some  green  candy-looking  things  on 
the  sidewalk.  Since  she  already  had 
some  candy  in  her  pocket  to  share  with 
her  friends  at  school,  she  added  to  her 
stash  by  picking  up  and  pocketing  the 
small  green  “candies”  on  the  ground. 
Grandma  slowly  lumbered  along  behind. 

Once  at  school,  Marcie  eagerly  took 
handfuls  of  candy  from  her  pockets  and 
offered  some  to  her  two  best  friends, 
Ellie  and  Nancy.  Around  the  three  girls 
children  rode  trikes,  jumped,  and  roller¬ 
skated:  everybody  was  active,  noisy,  and 
happy.  But  a  sharp-eyed  parent  in  the 
room  saw  what  Marcie  was  offering  to 
her  friends.  She  recognized  the  green 


pellets  as  rat  poison,  and  brought 
Marcie,  Ellie,  and  Nancy  to  me  to  see  if 
it  could  be  determined  if  they  had  eaten 
any.  None  of  them  was  forthcoming  with 
specific  information.  They  had  eaten 
some  candy,  they  didn’t  know  which 
kind,  and  so  on  in  that  vein.  I  decided  to 
call  the  poison  control  number.  (If  you 
ever  need  it,  it’s  1-800-222-1222.) 

A  doctor  answered  and,  after  listening 
to  my  description  of  the  situation,  asked 
if  we  had  Ipecac  syrup  in  our  first-aid 
kit.  We  had  it,  but  it  had  expired  long 
ago.  She  told  us  there  was  no  time  to 
lose,  we  should  take  the  three  girls  to  the 
nearest  hospital  with  an  emergency 
room:  St.  Luke’s  on  Valencia  Street. 

The  doctor  at  Poison  Control  called 
St.  Luke’s  to  warn  them  of  our  arrival.  I 
asked  Rose,  a  parent  working  at  the 
school  that  day,  to  come  with  us.  They 
were  ready  for  us  when  we  arrived. 

The  three  girls  stood  together  holding 
hands  as  the  intake  nurse  asked  them 
their  names.  Ellie,  Nancy,  Marcie,  they 
whispered.  We  were  ushered  inside  an 
examining  room  with  two  beds  on  which 
were  arrayed  a  great  number  of  buttons 
and  cranks.  Marcie,  of  course,  exhibiting 
the  same  kind  of  curiosity  that  was 
responsible  for  all  of  us  being  in  that 
room,  pushed  every  button,  turned  every 
crank,  and  was  delighted  when  the  bed 
on  which  she  was  sitting  went  up  and 
down,  lights  blinked,  and  equipment 
beeped  and  groaned. 

Then  a  nurse  entered  with  a  tray  upon 
which  were  three  cans  of  soda,  each  with 
a  clear,  translucent  straw.  “Girls,”  she 
said.  “The  doctor  said  you  should  drink 
this  soda.”  To  Rose  and  me  she  added, 
sotto  voce,  that  there  was  charcoal  in  the 
soda  which  would  absorb  the  impurities 
in  their  stomachs  but  they  had  to  drink 
all  of  it. 

Now  I  knew  that  Ellie  and  Marcie 
would  drink  their  sodas,  and  I  also  knew 


that  Nancy  would  not  drink  hers.  She 
was  the  kind  of  kid  who  only  ate  what  I 
called  “white  food”:  french  bread  (no 
crusts),  noodles  (no  sauce  of  any  kind), 
and  probably,  if  she  was  really  hungry, 
mashed  potatoes.  Her  parents,  at  their 
wit’s  end  to  get  their  daughter  to  eat 
something  green — or  yellow  or  orange — 
had  bribed  her,  promised  her  the  sun, 
moon,  and  stars,  and  threatened  and 
cajoled,  but  Nancy  was  firm  in  her  con¬ 
viction  that  none  of  those  other  foods 
would  ever  pass  her  lips. 

I  watched  Nancy  as  she  slowly  and 
with  great  suspicion  sipped  the  soda 
until  she  saw  the  liquid  rising  in  the 
straw.  It  was  black!  Well,  that  did  it.  She 
put  the  soda  can  down  and  stated,  “I’m 
not  drinking  that.”  I  knew  she  wouldn’t, 
and  I  also  knew  she  had  to.  Though  the 
other  girls,  taking  their  cue  from  Nancy, 
complained  about  drinking  the  “black 
soda,”  they  managed  to  drink  it  down. 

Rose  and  I  went  to  work  on  Nancy, 
pleading,  explaining  that  she  had  to  or 


she  would  get  really  sick,  and  giving  her 
instructions  on  exactly  how  to  drink  it: 
“Slowly,  Nancy,  a  little  tiny  sip  at  a 
time,”  and  “Hold  your  nose.” 

Nothing,  of  course,  worked.  Nancy  sat 
there  resolute,  blue  eyes  staring  straight 
ahead,  hands  folded  in  her  lap.  We  tried 
for  an  hour,  to  no  avail. 

Then  in  walked  the  doctor.  He  walked 
up  to  Nancy  and  said  in  a  loud  stem 
voice,  “Nancy,  if  you  don’t  drink  this,  I 
will  have  to  put  a  tube  down  your  nose 
to  go  into  your  stomach.  It  isn’t  pleasant, 
but  I  will  be  forced  to  do  it  if  you  don’t 
drink  this.  You. have  10  minutes!”  And 
then  he  left  the  room.  It  was  very  quiet. 
Then  Nancy  reluctantly  lifted  the  can  up 
to  her  mouth,  her  blue  eyes  filled  with 
tears,  and  slowly,  slowly  she  sipped  at 
the  straw  until  she  had  emptied  the  can. 
Rose  and  I  praised  her  extravagantly, 
and  then  we  took  the  three  girls  back  to 
school. 

You  can  bet  that  Marcie  got  a  lecture 
about  picking  up  things  on  the  street!  ■ 


Wonder  what  to  do 
with  this  stuff? 


Visit  SFEnvironment.org  or  call 
(415)  355-3777  to  find  free  toxic  product 
drop-off  locations  near  you. 
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ADDA  CLEVENGER 

Junior  Preparatory  and 
Theater  School  for  Children 
Grades  K  —  8 


Where  children  get  more  from  their  time  spent  in  school 


Academics  •  Athletics  •  Arts  • 


Longer  School  Day  and  Year 
In  Keeping  with  International  Standards 

All  students  of  the  school  are  members  of  the 

ADDA  CLEVENGER  YOUTH  CHORUS 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Choristers  receive  a  well  rounded  education  and  many 
opportunities  to  perform.  No  previous  training  is  required. 

Year-round  enrollment  if  space  available 

Please  call  for  an  interview  appointment 
180  Fair  Oaks  Street 

in  Noe  Valley,  one  block  east  of  Dolores  and  23rd  Street 

(415)  824-2240 

www.addaclevenger.org 


Ladybug  Ladybug 

Greeting  cards  and  gifts 
Lovely  things  to  give  and  get 

3870  24th  Street 

(between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg) 

(415)  824-KISS 
ladybugladybug.com 


We  feature  many  lines 
including 
these  local  and 
independent  talents 

Baby  Jak 

Shouting  Violet 

Spotbear 

Productions 

Glug  Baby 

Lisa's  Garden 

Lotus 


Mission 

Dolores 

SCHOOL 

3371  1  6th  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


Providing  Quality  Catholic  Education 
Since  1866 

Accepting  applications  for  Fall  2006 
Grades  K  -  7 

Visit  our  website  at 
www.missiondolores.org 


St.  Paul’s  School 


Are  you  in  search  of  a  friendly,  warm 
learning  environment  for 
your  elementary  school  child ? 

We  have  just  the  place  you’re  looking  for. 

We  are  a  Catholic  parish  school  that  serves  families  of  multi-ethnic 
and  social  backgrounds.  Although  we  have  been  educating 
grade  school  children  for  nearly  90  years,  we  are  in  a  new 
school  building  that  was  completed  in  January,  1999. 

Christian  community  is  a  priority  in  an  atmosphere  of  care  and 
concern  for  one  another.  We  are  situated  in  San  Francisco's 
Noe  Valley,  where  the  sun  shines  daily. 

Why  not  come  by  and  "check  us  out"? 


School  Tours  and 
Classroom  Observations 


lllllii 


by  appointment 

_ 


We  are  located  at  1690  Church  Street 
For  further  information,  call 

415-648-2055  or 

visit  our  website  at  www.stpaulsf.net 


FAMILY  |^METIC‘^l#I|m 

Hi 


An  easy, 
positive 
experience 
where  you’re 
treated  like 
family  and 
the  Doctors 
make  every 
effort  to  ensure 
your  comfort. 


Serving  Families  in  Noe  Valley  for  15  Years  •  Insurance  Plans  Welcome 
Saturday  Appointments  Available  •  Whitening  Available 

1 508  CHURCH  ST.  (between  Duncan  &  27th  St.  on  the  Church  line)  TEL  4  I  5.647.6000 


•  Joy  Morris,  D.D.S.  •  Naomi  Carolino,  D.D.S. 


Music  Together  of  San  Francisco 


Bring  music  into  your  family  life  using  songs, 
movement,  rhythm  chants  &  instrument  play 


Infants 
Toddlers 
Preschoolers 
Big  Kids 
Parents 
Caregivers 


* FIVE  STARS  to  Director 
Paul  Godwin  and  his 
teachers!"  -  GoCityKids.com 


Spring  Session  is  April  2nd  -  June  12th 

Easy  Noe  Valley  location!  Try  a  free  demo!! 

Visit  the  website  or  call  to  get  started! 

415-596-0299 

www.musictogethersf.com 
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Chenery  Park 

restaurant 


Tuesday  Night  Is  Family  Night! 

CF  Kids 

683  Chenery  Street  In  Glen  ParH  337-8537 

reservation  &  highchair  requests  recommended 
www.  chenerypark.  com 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Auto  Specialist  Since  1 979 


BBB 

T 


[FqjjOO  ^QJtteotfDQCfrycs 

All  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  &  Imported  SUVs 

1633  Valencia  Street 


415-647-2355  •  -Shuttle  to  BART  •  www.celicasalon.com  •  Mon  -  Fri  8am  -  6pm 


MEN  .  WOMEN  .  KIDS 

CLOTHING  .  ACCESSORIES  .  HOUSEWARES 


654  CHENERY  STREET 

(2  blocks  frosfi  Glen  Park  BXftT,  between  Diaaicnn  ft  Caatros 

415.239.7800 

Hours :  Tuaa-Pri  ll;30p»-7pn  Sat -Sun  12pm- 6pm 

www ,par4graphsf . com 


GLEN  PARK  DENTAL 

Beautiful  Smiles  for  Life 

CENERAl  &  SEDATION  DENTISTRY  |  EXTREME  MAKEOVERS 

V _ J 


m&r 


“I  used  to 
hate  going  to 
the  dentist. 

The  team  at 
Glen  Park  Dental 
has  always  made 
sure  that  I’m 
comfortable  while 
taking  care  of  me. 

Now  I  have  the 
beautiful  smile 
that  I’ve  always 
wanted... 

without  the  fear.” 


Address  590  Bosworth  Street 

OUR  NEW  OFFICE  IS  CONVENIENTLY  LOCATED 
DIRECTLY  ACROSS  FROM  THE  GLEN  PARK  BART  STATION 

Telephone  (415)585-1500 
Online  www.glenparkdental.com 


GLEN 

PARK 

HARDWARE 


OPEN  6  DAYS 

Plumbing  •  Electric  •  Glass 
Pipe  Threading  •  Keys 
Home  &  Garden  Supplies 
Spectra-Tone  Paints 

Mon.  to  Sat.  until  5:30  p.m. 


415-585-5761 

685  CHENERY  at  DIAMOND 


■HM 


— 


Glen  Park 
NEIGHBORS 


CARLIN’S  GARDENS 


Organic 


Garden 


Artistry 


17  year’s  experience 


design 

installation 

maintenance 

renovation 


Carlin  Ellison  415-826-3127 


Electric 

(415)  648-2609 

Michael  Ballingall 

Affordable  Rates 


243  Chenery  Street 
San  Francisco  94131 

License  No.  479313 


Bird  & 
Beckett^A 
Books 

&  Records 


LIVE  JAZZ  EVERY  FRIDAY  5:30-7:30 

THE  CHUCK  PETERSON  QUINTET 

POETS’  OPEN  MIC  with  FEATURED  READERS 

1ST  and  3RD  Monday  of  Every  Month  7:30  -  9:00  p.m. 


(415)  586-3733  •  www.bird-beckett.com 
2788  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  94131  -  in  Glen  Park 


m 


COMPUTER  &  LEGO6 
SUMMER  CAMPS 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


Dolores  Place 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

25th  Street  between  Dolores  and  Church 
Private  Entrance  •  Private  Bathroom  •  Kitchenette 

(415)  824-8728 

A  place  fory our  visiting  friends  and  relatives 
that's  close  to  you.  Walk  to  24th  Street! 

Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.doloresplace.com 
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Introducing  ,  \ 

itzy*bitzy  ^ 

for  the  tiniest 
newborns 


■ 


SMALL  FRYS 


4066  24th  Street  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 
Open  every  day  •  (415)  648-3954  •  www.. smallfrys.com 


Fred  Villanova 
415.345.3158 


■SI 


me 


until  we  make  it  your  own. 


■ 


For  Ages  5-16 
Half  and  All-Day  Options 

Game  Design,  Robotics, 
Hollywood  Video  Effects, 
LEGO@Projects  with  Motors 


_ Know 


,■ 


OUR  12TH  YEAR 
SERVING  THE  BAY  AREA 


Many  Bay  Area  locations  including 
Fairmount  School  (  Noe  Valley/Glen  Park) 
Mission  Bay  Church  (  Potrero  Hill ) 
New  Traditions  School  (  Richmond  District ) 

www.techknowhowkids.com 
[650]  620-9300 

LEGO  ®  is  a  trademark  of  the  LEGO  Company,  which  does  not  own  or  operate  this  camp. 


The  ■Rpom  To  Grow 


Marilyn  Picariello 

415.345.3104 


www.FredandMarilyn.com 


www.pacumon.com 


is  a  small,  project  based  preschool 

that  seeks  to  recognize  and  nurture  each  child's  individual 
strengths  and  gifts 

We  offer... 


•  A  dedicated  &  diverse  teaching  staff  that  is  experienced,  creative 
and  enthusiastic.  1 :8  ratio  max. 

•  A  safe  and  supportive  environment  that  cultivates  exploration, 
individuality  and  autonomy. 

•  Experiential  and  contextual  learning  opportunities  through  self-expression, 
creative  arts,  literature,  music,  cooking,  gardening,  drama  and  musical 
movement. 

•  Indoor/outdoor  classroom. 


Now  accepting  applications  for  up  to  26  children  ages  2.9  through  5  years 
and  potty  trained.  The  2007-08  program  starts  September  1 . 

Call  for  an  appointment  to  tour  the  facility.  Your  children  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  join  you.  For  more  information  about  philosophy,  schedules, 
rates  and  to  view  photos  of  the  school,  visit  our  website. 


th.e  room,  lo  <jro w 

P  K  B  S  O  H  O  O  L 


3786  Mission  Street  *  SF  *  941 10  •  415-826-9598  *  www.theroomtogrow.org 
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CHRISTIE’S 

GREAT  ESTATES 
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NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY 
A  STORE  FOR  CATS  &  DOGS 


soul 


Featuring  the  largest  selection 
of  dog  collars  in  San  Francisco. 


1451  Church  Street 
at  Cesar  Chavez  St. 

phone:  415  282  7385 
www.noevalleypet.com 


San  Francisco  Veterinary  Specialists 

600  Alabama  Street  (at  18th)  415-401-9200 

will  now  be  open  24  hours  a  day  to  provide  nighttime 
Emergency  Services  in  our  beautiful  new 
state  of  the  art  hospital. 


•  24  hour  monitoring  by  a  veterinarian 

•  Complete  1CU  monitoring  and  laboratory  facilities 

•  Full  range  of  blood  products  and  oxygen  delivery 

•  Around  the  clock  access  to  SFVS  specialists  including  surgery 


Daytime  Specialty  hours 


TuntiLj  \\usznol 

Specializing  in  the  needs  of  cats 


YXonQjj^  DunC&n 

Pet  Sitting  & 
Behavioral  Consultations 


415.282. PETS 

info@myfurryfriend.net 

Bonded  &  Insured 
Member  of  NAPPS 


il  I’  . 


415.846.9271 

steve@myhomesf.com 

For  Noe  Valley  Real  Estate 
News,  Listings,  Advice  and 
Resources  visit  Steve  online  at 

myhomesf.com 

Member  Of 

The  Jim  Laufenberg  Team 
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...at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


175  cty-reg  2.19 


•vww.*  Clover  Dairy  Odwalla  v 

—  clover  Organic  Half  &  Half  Grapefruit  or 


odwalla 


mm  Florida  Natural 

Grapefruit  and 
Orange  Juice 

^  •  -7  -7  Bathroom  Tissue 

12  roll  -reg  5.99 


Green  Forest 
Earth  Day  Sale 

$  Facial  Tissue 

2  for  $3 


64  oz.  -reg  $5  49 


16  ozx.  -reg  2.09 


*tk  $1.79 


Carrot  Juice 

fresh  squeezed 
64  oz.  -reg  6.59 


$3.99 


Golden  Temple 


J  CLOVER  ^ 

UftOURCMAM 


Organic  Yogurt 

Lowfat  -all  flavors 
6  oz.  -reg  1 .09 


d'C  qq  Mce  tor  humans  Peace  Cereals  2  for  $5 

^  all  varieties 


10-14  oz.  -reg  4.99 


Organic  Sour  Cream  Q  O  ^ 

16  oz.  -reg  2.99  . C 

$2.59 


For  Qoodneu  Sake 


)  - 


;  ,  clover^'"  Organic  Butter  . 

sweet  or  sal,ed  -O  V^C  q  Capricorn  Coffee 

n  &S.  16  oz  "reg  5  99  t  Dark  Espresso  Roast 

C'  _ttU|  ^  Coffee  Beans 

16  oz.  -reg  6.99 


$5.49 


Lowfat  Yogurt 

all  flavors 
6  oz.  reg  99# 

79c 


CLOVER 

-v  J.STOtNmA  FARMS 
RASPBERRY 


■w«r  *-■ «  ■ 


Sale  Prices  effective 

April  2 -22, 2007 

Free  Parking 

Across  the  Street 

In  our  Very  Own 

Parking  Lot  ! 

°~F^  $5.49 


Store  Hours: 

8:00  am  -  9:00  pm 

Every  Day! 


R.W.  Knudsen 

Simply  Nutritious 
Juices 

32  oz.  -reg  3.39  +CRV 


$1.99 


'  Kettle  Foods 

Organic 
Potato  Chips 


Paper  Towels 

2  pk  -reg  $1.69 

99C 

Luncheon 


■gffSSfl  Napkins 

250  ct.  -reg  3.89 


2  for  $5 


Hoagen-Dars) 


all  flavors 
5  oz,  -reg  2.79 


$1.99 


Haagen  Dazs 

Ice  Cream 

16  oz.  -reg  3  99 


2  for  $5 


We  Accept: 

ATM  Cards 
Discover  Cards 
MasterCard  A  Visa 
Cash  A  Checks 
Elec.  Food  Stamps  A  EBT 

448  Cortland  Avenue  •  Bernal  Heights  •  San  Francisco  •  941 1 0 


HOMEBIRTH  IN 
NOE  VALLEY 


Homebirth 
Labor  Support 
Well-Woman  Exams 
Prenatal  Counseling 
Cervical  Caps 

Maria  A.  lorillo 
Licensed  Midwife 
415  285-9233 


www.wisewomanchildbirth.com 


Midwifery  Care 
to  understand 
and  experience 
the  beauty  and 
power  of  birth 


WISEWOMAN 

CHILDBIRTH 

TRADITIONS 


Katherine  Michiels  Elementary  School 


•  0  o 


•  K  -  5th  Grade 

•  Small  Class  Size 

•  Learning  Differences 
Program 

•Siingerland  Tutoring 
■  Spanish  Language 


Now  EnroRing 
Financial  Rid  Available 


(4151 821-1434  ext.  14 
1335  Guerrero  Street 
San  Francisco 
wvfw.kmsofsf.org 


Living  Trust 
Estate  Plans 

Singles  $650 
Couples  $850  /  $950 
Domestic  Partners  $850 

Flat  Rates 

Free  Initial  Consultation 

Ross  Madden  Esq. 

(415)  567-1212 
1757  UNION  STREET 

rossmaddenlaw.com 


Open  Adoption 

Pregnant?  Adopting? 


•  You  choose  the  parents 

•  Help  with  pregnancy 
expenses 

•  No  fees  for  birth  mom 

Susan  Romer,  PH  D. 

Attorney  at  Law 


•  Infants  •  Toddlers 

•  Step  Parent 

•  Domestic  Partner 

•  International  Re-adopt 

1191  Church  Street 

near  24th  Street 


Law  Offices  of  Adams  &  Romer 

Practice  Limited  to  Adoption 
415-643-4523  •  www.l-800-U-ADOPT-US.com 
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^KitchenSync 

Creative  Kitchen  Design  and  Cabinetry 


Showroom  at 
1752  Church  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94131 
415.550.7701 


FREE 

Kitchen  Design 
Layout  &  Estimate 


KraftMaid  corian'  granite  zodiaq 

Cabinetry  ^ 


Take  your  taste  to 
a  different  place... 


1332  Castro  Stioet  (@  24th)  41 5.826.0825 


Noe  Valley's  Original  Cafe 

Herb's  Fine  Foods 

Specializing  in  Breakfast  and  Lunch 

3991  24th  Street  (at  Noe)  •  415  826-8937  or  415  550-9211 

Open  Monday-Friday  6:30  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 
Saturday  and  Sunday  7:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 

Since  1943 

It's  Herb's  for  the  best  in  Noe  Valley  dining! 


PALM  SPRINGS?  Call  on  San  Francisco’s 

most  trusted  Realtor 
in  the  desert 
Jay  Margrey 
760-323-5000  x143 

psjfm@aol.com 

(mb  Prudential 

California  Realty 


Ginger  is  one  of  our  best  teachers. 

At  Children’s  Day  School,  we  believe  in  giving  kids  the 
room  and  inspiration  to  grow.  That’s  why  we  provide  our 
preschoolers  through  eighth  graders  with  one  of  the  largest 
outdoor  school  spaces  in  San  Francisco,  filled  with  farm  animals 
and  an  enchanting  organic  garden.  It’s  the  perfect  setting 
for  an  educational  program  that  is  project-based,  integrated 
across  academic  disciplines  and  grounded  in  the  concept  of 
social  responsibility.  Our  curriculum  instills  a  passion  for  learning 
and  fosters  an  attitude  of  care  for  self,  for  others,  for  ideas  and 
for  the  environment. 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  dedicated  team  of  educators. 
To  schedule  a  tour  and  to  find  out  about  our  sliding  scale  tuition, 
call  Aimee  Giles  at  4 1 5-86 1  -5432. 


DAY 

SCHOOL 


333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 
4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


Summer  Oaks  2007 

Live  Oak  School's  week-long 
courses  in  arts,  academics, 
sports  and  project-based 
learning  immerse  students  in 
a  world  of  summer  learning 
and  summer  fun.  Choose 
your  courses!  Choose  one  to 
eight  weeks!  Choose  half  day 
or  full  day! 

LOCATION: 

Live  Oak  School 
1555  Mariposa  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

Kindergarten  and  First  Grade 

Students  entering  Kindergarten  and  First  Grade  explore  weekly  themes  that  support 
imagination  and  invention  in  a  fun  and  educational  environment.  2007  Themes:  Dogs! 
Dogs!  Dogs!,  Winter  in  July,  Mysteries  of  Space,  and  Return  of  Super  Kids. 


Second  through  Eighth  Grades 

Students  entering  Second  through  Eighth  Grade  can  mix  and  match  morning  and  after¬ 
noon  courses  by  the  week  to  create  a  dynamic  and  individualized  summer  program. 
Grades  2-5:  Math  Mystery,  Science,  Beginning  Spanish,  Music,  Drama,  Dance,  Poetry, 
Creative  Writing,  Sports,  Cooking  with  Chemistry,  Arts  and  Crafts  and  more. 

Grades  6-8:  Drama,  Dance,  Beginning  and  Intermediate  Spanish,  Learn  to  be  a  Chef, 
Tennis,  Art,  Babysitting/Cit,  Math  Review,  Reading  Workshop,  SSAT  Prep,  Creative 
Writing,  and  more. 


Dates  and  Times 

Grades  K  -  5:  June  25  -  August  17  (8  weeks) 

Grades  6-8:  June  25  -  ‘August  3  (6  weeks) 

Morning  Session:  9:00  a.m.  -  12:00  noon 
Lunch  Break:  12:00  noon  -  12:30  p.m. 

Afternoon  Session:  12:30  p.m.  -  3:30  p.m.  (3:00  p.m.  for  K  -  1) 

Extended  Care:  8:00  a.m.  -  9:00  a.m.  and  3:00  p.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 

Weekly  Cost 

Grades  K  - 1:  $150  morning;  $250  all  day 
Grades  2-8:  $150  -  $200  per  course 

Extended  Care:  $52  per  week  prepaid  or  $8  per  hour  for  drop-in 
Non-Refundable  Deposit:  $50  each  week  attending,  due  with  registration 
Early  Bird  Registration:  5%  for  registration  received  by  Monday,  April  23 
Sibling  Discount:  5%  for  additional  younger  siblings 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  SALES  LEADERS 

CIVIC  CENTER  OFFICE  •  415.474.6600 


Susan  Ring 
Office  Leader 


Dan  Marshall 
Lance  Fulford 
Team  of  the  Year 


Tom  Carlson 


Victor  Borelli 


Susan  Peterson 


PACIFIC 

UNION 


Exclusive  Affiliate  of 


SAN  FRANCISCO  |  MARIN  |  NAPA  VALLEY  |  SONOMA  |  CONTRA  COSTA  |  ALAMEDA  |  PALM  SPRINGS  GREAT  ESTATES 


Dennis  Otto 

Janet  Larson 

Joe  Lanyadoo 

Angel  Ogden 

Suhl-Young 

Chin 

INTIMATE,  SIMPLE  AND 
UNDENIABLY  GLOBAL 


|  menus  and  more  visit  pomelosf.com 


outer-noe  valley 

1 793  church  street  san  francisco  ca  94131  /  415  285  2257 
brunch:  Saturday  and  Sunday  10:00  -  2:30 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 

inner  sunset 

92  judah  street  san  francisco  ca  94122  /  415  731  6175 
lunch:  monday  to  friday  1 1 :30  -  2:00 
dinner:  nightly  5:30 


Singers 

Wanted! 


The  San  Francisco 
Sound  Wave  Chorus 
is  recruiting  new  members. 


Visit  a  Rehearsal: 

7-10  pm  •  Thursdays 

Rehearsals  held  at  St.  Anne’s  Auditorium 
850  Judah  Street 
between  14th  Avenue  and  Funston. 

Use  ramp  entrance  on  Funston  Street. 


Special  Guest  Nights 
last  Thursday  of 
every  month. 

415-665-7960 

www.sfsoundwave.org 


San  Francisco 


CHORUS 

A  Chapter  of  Sweet  Adelines  International 
Over  50  years  of  harmony  in  San  Francisco 
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SCHOOL 

REPORT 


Here’s  the  scoop  from  volunteers  and  par¬ 
ents  at  Alvarado  Elementary,  Fairmount 
Elementary,  and  James  Lick  Middle  School. 


ALVARADO 

From  Trash  to  Treasure 

The  much-loved  Alvarado  Rummage 
Sale  is  coming  to  Noe  Valley  on  Saturday, 
April  2 1 ,  from  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m.;  and  Sun¬ 
day,  April  22,  from  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  Sat¬ 
urday  is  the  regular  Rummage  Sale,  and 
Sunday  is  our  famous  Bargain  Clear-Out 
and  Cleanup  Day,  when  people  pay  a 
small  admission  fee  to  enter  and  then  take 
out  as  much  as  they  can  carry,  lug,  roll, 
or  drive  away.  All  money  raised  goes  to¬ 
ward  enrichment  programs  and  resources 
at  Alvarado. 

If  you're  doing  your  spring  cleaning 
and  want  to  donate  the  used  or  new  stuff 
that  is  crowding  your  closets  and  cup¬ 
boards,  bring  it  to  the  school  on  the  two 
preceding  Saturdays,  April  7  and  April 
14,  between  9  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  (No  com¬ 
puters,  stuffed  animals,  mattresses,  metal 
furniture,  or  broken  electronics,  please.) 
Get  rid  of  that  clutter  and  help  out  a  great 
school. 

Alvarado  Auction  a  Great  Success 

March  3  was  a  beautiful  night  at  Fort 
Mason,  and  there  was  plenty  of  food,  fun, 
and  fine  art  for  everyone — and  lots  of  bar¬ 
gains,  too.  The  Not-So-Silent  Auction  is 
a  tremendous  amount  of  work  for  those 
involved,  but  it's  all  worth  it  since  the 
auction  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
fundraising  events  at  Alvarado.  Thanks  to 
everyone  who  helped  support  this  truly 
enjoyable  event  through  their  donations, 
labor,  and  participation. 

Fantastic  Fun  with  Fighting  Kites! 

Alvarado  families  will  enjoy  a  fabu¬ 
lous  kite-building  workshop  on  Saturday, 
April  14,  led  by  Marissa  Kunz  and  Dan 
Stingle.  If  you’re  lucky,  you’ll  see  some 
amazing  Asian  fighting  kites  skirmishing 
in  the  neighborhood  later  this  month! 

Students  Read  to  Raise  Money 

The  2007  Read-a-thon  was  a  success 
by  any  measure!  One  hundred  and 
twenty-one  students  participated  this 
year,  reading  for  a  total  of 77,358  minutes 
to_  raise  over  $4,500  (so  far)  for  the 
school.  Donatjons,  ranging  from  $2  to 
$370,  are  still  coming,  in. 

Don’t  Miss  the  Spring  Carnival 

Come  eat,  play  games,  win  prizes, 
cakewalk,  do  crafts,  and  enjoy  art  work 
and  performances  by  Alvarado  students 
at  the  2007  Spring  Carnival.  We’re  ex¬ 
cited  to  be  back  on  our  home  turf  for  this 
year’s  carnival,  which  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  May  19,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 
We  hope  to  see  incoming,  outgoing,  and 
continuing  members  of  the  Alvarado 
community  on  hand  to  enjoy  music,  face¬ 
painting,  delicious  fare,  and  more. 

— Dan  Willhite 

FAIRMOUNT 

All  Immersion,  All  the  Time 

Big  changes  are  coming  to  Fairmount 
next  fall.  As  mentioned  in  last  month’s 
School  Report,  a  significant  increase  in 
demand  for  the  two-way  Spanish-immer- 
sion  program  resulted  in  more  than  128 
requests  for  the  40  available  seats  in  the 
kindergarten  program. 

For  the  past  two  years.  Principal  Kar- 
ling  Aguilera-Fort  has  proposed  a  vision 


of  Fairmount  as  a  complete  Spanish-im- 
mersion  school  instead  of  the  current  two- 
thirds  Spanish-immersion,  one-third 
English  student  enrollment. 

After  hearing  an  impassioned  presen¬ 
tation  by  Aguilera-Fort,  the  school  dis¬ 
trict  agreed  to  adopt  the  plan,  beginning 
with  the  kindergarten  class  in  the  2007- 
2008  school  year. 

All  current  students  in  the  English- 
based  classes  will  remain  at  the  school  as 
the  all-immersion  program  is  rolled  out 
one  year  (and  one  grade)  at  a  time. 

“I  envision  Fairmount  as  a  community 
school,  as  a  school  of  languages,  as  a 
school  for  the  arts.  But  most  importantly, 
I  envision  Fairmount  as  a  school  of  aca¬ 
demic  excellence  for  all  our  students,” 
says  Aguilera-Fort.  “When  the  entire 
school  community  is  unified  around  one 
Spanish-immersion  program,  teachers 
and  students  will  be  able  to  work  fully 
toward  their  potential.” 

After  the  rollout  is  complete.  Fair- 
mount  will  be  the  second  all-Spanish  im¬ 
mersion  school  in  the  district,  joining  its 
Mission  District  neighbor  Buena  Vista 
Elementary. 

In  another  show  of  support  for  the 
Spanish-immersion  approach,  the  district 
expanded  the  number  of  incoming  sixth- 
grade  Spanish-immersion  seats  from  one- 
third  to  two-thirds  of  the  sixth-grade 
class.  The  move  opens  more  ongoing  im¬ 
mersion  learning  opportunities  to  gradu¬ 
ates  of  all  five  elementary  schools  with 
Spanish-immersion  programs. 

The  district  also  agreed  to  expand  the 
Mission  High  School  Spanish-immersion 
program  to  include  the  sophomore  year, 
meaning  that  within  two  years  the  school 
district  will  for  the  first  time  have  a  K- 1 2 
continuum  for  Spanish  immersion. 

Fiesta  Val  Approaches 

Fairmount  families  are  preparing  for 
the  biggest  party  of  the  year.  Fiesta  Val. 
from  noon  to  5  p.m.  on  Saturday,  May  1 9. 
Ballet  Folklorico  and  music  perform¬ 
ances,  a  silent  ahction,  kids’  games  in¬ 
cluding  the  renowned  obstacle  course, 
and  homemade  tamales  and  other  treats 
draw  crowds  to  the  school  each  year  for 
our  spring  celebration. 

Our  auction  items  include  donations 
from  neighborhood  favorites  Lovejoy’s 
Tea  Room,  Kookez  Cafe.  Regent  Thai. 
Savor,  and  Terra  Mia.  We  would  love  to 
have  every  Noe  Valley  business  donate  a 
dinner,  coffee,  or  knickknack  to  Fiesta- 
Val,  since  Noe  items  are  always  our 
biggest  sellers  (and  a  great  way  for  busi¬ 
nesses  to  get  their  names  seen).  Other 
items  so  far  have  come  in  from  Harbin 
Hot  Springs,  Berkeley  Repertory  Theatre, 
Divisadero  Car  Wash,  the  San  Francisco 
Asian  Art  Museum,  and  Aquarium  by  the 
Bay.  Donation  items  can  be  sent  to  Fiesta- 
Val,  Fairmount  School,  65  Chenery 
Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 .  Or  call 
Tee  Minot  at  415-203-4252. 

Fairmount  Goes  on  the  Air 

On  Friday,  March  9,  a  group  of  young 
writers  and  poets  from  Christina  Ve¬ 
lasco’s  fifth-grade  class  made  their  debut 
on  radio.  Velasco  and  her  students  were 
invited  to  KPFA’s  Valencia  Street  studio 
to  participate  in  La  Onda  Bajita  (the  Short 
Wave).  They  read  their  poems  and  articles 
in  Spanish  and  explained  why  they  felt  in¬ 
spired  to  write  about  global  warming, 
gang  awareness,  and  the  importance  of 
environmental  education. 

Aguilera-Fort  was  also  present  and 
talked  to  the  show’s  hosts  about  the  im¬ 
portance  of  learning  a  second  language 
and  being  able  to  “articulate  your  ideas, 
your  feelings,  and  your  knowledge  in 
more  than  one  language." 

The  presence  of  the  students’  voices  in 
the  media  demonstrated  once  again  that 
Fairmount  students  are  exposed  to  a  rich 
world  of  learning  opportunities. 

— Tom  Ruiz 


JAMES  LICK 

Peace  Garden  Plans  Taking  Shape 

The  inaugural  phase  of  the  new  James 
Lick  Peace  Garden  begins  this  month 
with  a  PTSA  workday  and  a  writing  and 
art  project  in  our  eighth-grade  core 
classes.  The  new  garden  will  complement 
the  building’s  art  deco  architecture  and 
include  new  trees  (palms  and  flowering 
trees),  ornamental  shrubs  and  ground- 
covers,  planter  urns  at  the  front  entry, 
granite  benches,  art  walls,  and  an  irriga¬ 
tion  system.  Students  will  explore  their 
perceptions  of  the  school’s  shared  values 
and  interpret  them  in  ceramics.  The  re¬ 
sulting  works  of  art  will  be  installed  on 
the  garden  walls  as  a  legacy  to  the  school 
from  this  year’s  graduating  class.  Suc¬ 
cessive  classes  will  add  to  the  project. 

According  to  landscape  architect  and 
James  Lick  parent  James  Stickley,  “The 
overarching  theme  of  the  garden  is  peace. 
It’s  meant  to  be  a  way  for  the  outgoing 
graduating  classes  to  leave  their  legacy 
behind.  We  also  hope  to  have  the  students 
involved  with  some  community  outreach 
and  in  the  actual  installation  of  the  garden." 

Stickley  has  helped  guide  members  of 
the  PTSA  through  the  planning,  design,’ 
and  budgeting  of  the  project.  A  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Community  Challenge  grant  and 
donations  from  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market.  James  Lick 
PTSA,  and  individual  donors  will  fund 
much  of  the  initial  construction,  but  more 
money  is  still  needed  for  the  first  phase 
of  the  project.  Please  contact  the  school 
if  you  would  like  to  help  us  create  this 
beautiful  addition  to  the  community. 

Classes  Combine  to  Stage  Grease 

James  Lick  students  are  rehearsing  for 
a  production  of  the  1972  musical  Grease. 
The  project  will  be  directed  by  a  collabora¬ 
tion  of  our  elective  teachers:  Mr.  Stookey, 
Visual  Arts  and  Drama;  Mr.  Davis  and 
Mr.  Storbeck,  Music;  Ms.  Vela.  Dance; 
and  Ms.  Jones,  Peer  Resources.  The  stu¬ 
dents  will  stage  a  dress  rehearsal  and  stu¬ 
dent  shows  prior  to  the  main  perform¬ 
ances  in  our  auditorium  on  the  weekend 
of  June  1  and  2.  Tickets  go  on  sale  in  May. 

Time  to  Give  Back 

The  James  Lick  Middle  School  Band 
will  perform  at  the  Great  American  Mu¬ 
sic  Hall  in  “Blue  Bear  Live,”  an  annual 
benefit  concert  for  Blue  Bear  School  of 
Music’s  youth  education  programs,  on 
Saturday,  May  12,  at  8  p.m.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  go  to  www.bluebearmusic.org. 

Congratulations  to  our  citywide  Sci¬ 
ence  Fair  winners.  The  sixth-graders  who 


won  awards  were  Patricio  Trejo,  second 
place;  Alicia  Mana,  third  place;  and  Mor¬ 
gan  Dang,  Aaron  O’Hearn,  DeKimbey 
Lamb-Lewis,  and  Ashoka  Alvarez,  hon¬ 
orable  mention.  Eighth-grader  Alazan 
Flores  won  an  honorable  mention,  too. 

CSI:  James  Lick 

Our  students  became  crime  investiga¬ 
tors  as  they  explored  the  latest  offerings 
at  our  annual  Book  Fair  during  the  week 
of  March  1 9  to  23.  In  addition  to  the  usual 
book  sales,  this  year’s  fair  featured  mys¬ 
teries  for  students  to  solve  and  daily  prizes. 

James  Lick  Celebrates  75th 

Save  the  date  for  our  75th  Anniversary 
Fete  on  Saturday,  May  12,  from  11  a.m. 
to  4  p.m.  at  the  school.  Preliminary  plans 
include  a  carnival  and  food;  dedication  of 
the  new  Peace  Garden;  and  a  school  his¬ 
tory  presentation. 

The  75th-anniversary-edition  year¬ 
books  are  selling  out  fast!  This  year’s 
theme  is  "Then  &  Now,”  focusing  on  how 
things  have  changed  over  the  years,  with 
interviews  and  reflections  by  James  Lick 
alumni.  Contact  yearbook  adviser  Tobi 
Hacker  to  order  your  copy. 

Wish  List:  We’re  still  looking  for  pic¬ 
tures,  yearbooks,  trophies,  report  cards, 
stories  from  neighbors,  parents,  or  grand¬ 
parents  who  attended  the  school,  and  any 
other  artifacts  of  our  school ’s  rich  history. 
If  you  can  help,  contact  Chris  Loughran 
at  chri$@gokid.org  or  Leonor  Jackson  at 
Uackson99@comoast.net. 

— Sue  Cattoche 


SCHOOL  CONTACTS 

Alvarado  Elementary  School 

Gene  Barresi,  Principal 

625  Douglass  Street  at  Alvarado 

415-695-5695 

www.alvaradoschool.net 

Fairmount  Elementary  School 
Karling  Aguilera-Fort,  Principal 
65  Chenery  Street  at  Randall 
415-695-5669 

www.fairmountschoolpta.org 

James  Lick  Middle  School 
Carmelo  Sgarlato,  Principal 
1220  Noe  Street  at  25th  Street 
415-695-5675 
www.jameslickptsa.org 
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Saint  Philip  School 


Look  to  your  child's  future 
with  a  community  based 
education  at  St.  Philip's. 


Preschool  &-  Pre-Kindergarten 

Established  in  2006,  our  preschool  facility  offers  a  blend  of  activity- 
play  and  child-centered  curricula  for  success  and  independent 
learning.  Daily  exploration  incorporates  art.  music  &-  movement, 
science,  writing,  early  math,  language  and  the  arts. 

725  Diamond  Street,  San  Francisco  CA941  14 
(415)  282  0141 

Elementary  &-  Middle  School 

Established  in  1938,  our  K-8  facility  is  a  neighborhood  school  which 
focuses  on  high  educational  standards  and  Catholic 
values.  St.  Philip  challenges  its  students  in  the 
pursuit  of  knowledge  and  is  proud  to  graduate 
confident  individuals  who  are  well  prepared 
for  high  school  and  college. 

665  Elizabeth  Street.  San  Francisco  CA  94114 
(4151824  8467 
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Located  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley 
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PARAGON 


Noe  Valley  Coming  Soon! 

Victorian  Era,  two-unit  building  in  Noe  Valley’s  best  location.  This  unique  property  has  a  two-level 
owner's  unit  with  a  great  flow  of  light  through  the  open  layout.  It  features  three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
a  sunny  kitchen  and  breakfast  room  that  opens  to  a  deck.  The  lower  unit  has  two  bedrooms,  one  bath, 
hardwood  floors,  many  of  the  original  details,  and  opens  onto  the  quiet,  landscaped  garden.  The  build¬ 
ing  has  two-car  parking,  ample  storage  spaces  and  is  only  one  and  one-half  blocks  from  the  hip  24th 
Street  commercial  strip.  This  property  offers  Noe  Valley  living  at  its  finest! 

Deborah  Lopez  415.738.7084 
Geoff  Williams  41 5.738.7085 
Asa  Williams  415.738.7086 
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Noe  Valley 

$989,000 

Handsome  1918  Edwardian  condo  on  desirable  block 
close  to  24th  St.,  public  transit,  &  freeway  access. 
Wonderful  period  details,  fireplace  in  living  room,  FDR, 
remodeled  kitchen,  &  3BR.  Lush  garden.  1  -car  parking. 

Pat  Carapiet  41 5.738.721 8 


Noe  Valley  $799,000 

Beautiful,  wonderfully  remodeled  unit  (in  final  stages  of 
condo  conversion)  with  2BR/1  BA,  office  (or  small  3rd  BR), 
open  kitchen,  living  &  dining,  hardwood  floors,  deck  w/pano 
views,  garden,  &  bonus  storage  area.  Steps  from  24th  St. 

Jeff  Osteen  415.701.2602 
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paragon-re.com 

Civic  Center 

4 1 5.738.7000 
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TAX  CRUNCH 
TIME! 

Don't  fret! 

We'll  take  care  of  it! 

Fun,  friendly  and  thorough 
tax  preparation  in  the 
heart  of  the  Castro! 


W.E.L.  Enterprise  inc 

“Your  one  stop  financial  destination” 


415-252-7552 
2352  Market  St.,  Suite  B 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
www.WELTAX.com 
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COFFEE  COMPANY 


SINCE  1987 

3868  24th  Street  •  641-4433 
1551  Church  (at  Duncan)  •  648-1 166 
745  Cortland  Avenue  •  642-7585 
2800  California  Street  •  931-2281 


We  Roast  Our  Own! 

Try  Our  New 
FAIR  TRADE  Blend 

Custom  Drinks 
Healthy  Breakfasts 

Open  Monday  through  Friday 

5:30  a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Saturdays  6 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 

Sundays  6 a.m.  to  7 p.m. 


FREE  BAG  OF 
40  FILTROPA  FILTERS 

with  purchase  of  any  1  lb.  of  coffee 
(except  those  on  sale) 

April  only,  with  this  ad 


FREE 


on  a  Sunday  afternoon 

A  Vespers  Service 

“The  Music  is  the 
Message” 

(childcare  provided) 

April  22nd 
Paul  Sheffert  Trio 

1021  Sanchez  St. 

between  Elizabeth  &  23rd  St. 


NOE  VALLEY  MINISTRY 

Presbyterian  Church,  USA 
1021  Sanchez  Street  at  23rd  Street  415-282-2317 
Sunday  Worship:  10:30  a.m.  Childcare  provided 
Rev.  Susan  Ashton,  Sabbatical  Pastor 

Maundy  Thursday,  April  5 

*  Service  with  Footwashing  and  Dinner,  7  00  p  m 
Mission  Bay  Community  Church  (joint  service) 

1040  Mariposa  Street  #100,  SF,  415-552-MBCC 

Easter  Morning,  April  8 

Service  Celebrating  the  Resurrection,  10:30  a.m. 
Easter  Egg  Hunt  and  Easter  Brunch  Noon 


Meditative  Labyrinth 

Wednesday,  April  11,6:15  p.m. 

A"  Events  are  Free  w„h  Open  Seating  www.noevalleyministry.org 
NoeVajley  Minify  is  an  Inclusive  Church.  Welnnminr,  l0  GLBTs 
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MORE  BOOKS  TO  READ 


A  couple  ol  highlights  in  this  month’s  book  list,  provided  by  San  Francisco  librarians 
Pam  Ow,  Carol  Small,  and  Sharon  Dezurick  (and  Voice  bookworm  Karol  Barske), 
are  a  novel  about  the  father  of  Mark  Twain’s  most  famous  character.  Huckleberry 
Finn,  and  a  children’s  story  about  three  little  dragons  planning  a  birthday  party.  To  search  for 
these  books,  or  tor  DVDs  and  CDs,  call  or  stop  by  a  branch  library  or  visit  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  online  at  www.sfpl.org.  Be  aware  that  the  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library  on 
Jersey  Street  is  closed  for  a  seismic  retrofit  until  early  2008.  For  information,  call  557-4400. 


Adult  Fiction 

■  Using  Boccaccio’s  Decameron  as  a  tem¬ 
plate,  Jane  Smiley  satirizes  a  group  of  Hol¬ 
lywood  characters  who  take  refuge  in  a 
hillside  villa  at  the  time  of  the  U.S.  invasion 
of  Iraq,  in  her  new  Ten  Days  in  the  Hills. 

■  Jon  Clinch's  debut  novel,  Finn,  a  prequel 
to  Mark  Twain’s  Mississippi  River  novels, 
tells  the  tale  of  Huckleberry  Finn’s  black- 
sheep  father,  a  bigoted  drunkard  who  dies  a 
mysterious  premature  death. 

■  Dave  Eggers’  What  Is  the  What:  The 
Autobiography  of  Valentino  Achak  Deng,  is 
a  partly  fictionalized  memoir  about  a  “Lost 
Boy"  from  the  Sudanese  civil  war,  who  suf¬ 
fered  many  perils  along  his  15-year  journey 
through  the  refugee  camps  of  Kenya  and 
Ethiopia  to  his  eventual  home  in  Atlanta. 

■  In  the  two  novellas  that  comprise  Suite 
Franqaise,  Irene  Nemirovsky  recounts  life 
in  France  in  the  early  1940s,  as  the  Nazis 
began  their  invasion  of  the  country.  The 
author  lost  her  life  at  Auschwitz  in  1942, 
before  completing  the  five-part  work. 

Adult  Nonfiction 

■  Julie  Phillips  documents  the  life  of  a  sci¬ 
ence-fiction  writer  who  hid  her  identity,  in 
James  Tiptree  Jr.:  The  Double  Life  of  Alice 
B.  Sheldon. 

■  About  Alice  is  humorist  Calvin  Trillin’s 
touching  tribute  to  his  wife  Alice,  who  died 
of  lung  cancer  on  Sept.  1 1 , 200 1 . 

■  Ayaan  Hirsi  Ali,  a  Somali-born  member  of 
the  Dutch  Parliament  who  faced  death 
threats  following  her  collaboration  on  a  film 
about  domestic  violence,  discusses  her 
struggle  with  her  Muslim  faith,  in  Infidel. 

■  Rhonda  Byrne  brings  together  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  “a  great  secret,"  culled  from  litera¬ 
ture  and  philosophies  around  the  globe,  to 
create  The  Secret,  a  bestseller  that  empha¬ 
sizes  the  power  of  thought  and  visualization. 

— Karot  Barske.  Noe  Valley  Voice  staff 


LIBRARY  EVENTS 


Tuesday  Is  Song  and  Story  Time 

■  You  and  your  baby  or  toddler  will  enjoy 
song,  rhymes,  and  finger  play  at  the  10:15 
a.m.  lapsits,  held  on  Tuesdays,  April  3,  10, 
17,  and  24,  at  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church,  1268  Sanchez  St.  Preschool  story 
time,  for  children  ages  3  to  5,  follows  at  1 1 
a.m.,  also  on  April  3,  10,  17,  and  24. 

■  Kids  of  all  ages  might  want  to  check  out 
the  San  Francisco  Library’s  Bookmobile. 
parked  at  665  Elizabeth  Street  near  •> 
Diamond  Street  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  from  10:30  a.m.  to  I  p.m. 


Children’s  Fiction 

■  Joe  and  Gram  work  their  vegetable  patch 
through  all  the  seasons  and  gather  the 
bounty  in  Kathy  Henderson's  And  the  Good 
Brown  Earth,  a  lovely  paean  to  nature  and 
fellowship.  Ages  4  to  7. 

■  Despite  the  big  messes  that  result  from  the 
three  little  dragons’  efforts  to  bake  a  cake 
and  put  on  a  magic  show,  all  ends  well  in 
Happy  Birthday,  Good  Knight,  a  beginning 
reader  by  Shelley  Moore  Thomas,  illustrated 
by  Jennifer  Plecas.  Ages  5  to  7. 

■  Grandpa  Spanielson  spins  a  wild  tall  tale' 
about  battling  The  Octopus  to  entertain 
Barney,  who  has  the  chickenpox,  in  Denys 
Cazet’s  comically  illustrated  reader.  Ages 
6  to  8. 

■  How  does  8-year-old  Rose  avert  Caddy's 
marriage  at  the  altar?  Read  Hilary  McKay’s 
Caddy  Ever  After,  the  fourth  book  in  a  series 
about  the  artistic,  fascinating  Casson  family 
and  their  friends.  The  earlier  titles  are 
Softy' s  Angel.  Indigo's  Star,  and  Permanent 
Rose.  Ages  10  to  14.  (Recommended  by 
Sharon  Dezurick,  Children’s  Librarian,  Mis¬ 
sion  Branch  Library.) 

■  The  dream-giver,  named  “Littlest,”  nur¬ 
tures  and  strengthens  an  angry  boy  and  ah 
elderly  woman  and  thereby  counteracts  the 
destructive  actions  of  the  Sinisteeds,  in  Lois 
Lowry’s  novel.  Gossamer.  Ages  10  and 
older.  (Recommended  by  Carol  Small.  Head 
Librarian,  Noe  Valley-Sally  Brunn  Library.) 

Children’s  Nonfiction 

■  Ms.  Frizzle  and  her  students  journey  back 
in  time  to  meet  some  famous  scientists  to 
learn  how  they  worked  and  to  gain  inspira¬ 
tion  for  their  own  experiments,  in  The 
Magic  School  Bus  and  the  Science  Fair 
Expedition,  written  by  Joanna  Cole,  illus¬ 
trated  by  Bruce  Degen.  A.ges  6  to  9. 

— Pam  Ow.  Children's  Librarian.  Eureka 
Valley-Harvey  Milk  Memorial  Branch  Library 


BRANCH  HOURS 


Eureka  Valley-Harvey  Milk  Branch  Library 
1  Jose  Sarria  Ct.  (3555  16th  St.),  355-5616 
Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

12-6  10-9  12-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 

Glen  Park  Branch  Library 
653  Chenery  St.,  337-4740 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

10-6  12-8  1-7  1-6  1-6 

Mission  Branch  Library 
300  Bartlett  St.,  355-2800 

Sun  Mon  Tues  Wed  Thurs  Fri  Sat 

1-5  1-9  10-9  10-9  10-6  1-6  10-6 


T*e 

San  Feartciic o 


Myitery 

Boofcy+ore 


417s  Z4*b  Street 
Y-/5-1S1-7YYY 

s  f  «v»  y  y  t  e  fV  o  o  5®  a  o  c  o  «v» 


Oj>en  Sunday  -  Thursday 
11:00  a.ht.  -  6:00  £.tvu 

Friday  <  Saturday 

11:00  aiM*  —  7’00  p.Tvu 


The  Be*+  Place  on  the 
Plane t  to  hoy  Mysteries 
is  the  San  Francisco 
Mystery  Boofc  Store* 
the  oldest  Mystery 
hook  store  in  the  0.S •! 


T 


SPRING  Covet'  SHOP 
Reading  *  Noe 

SPECIALS  JPiSypf  VALLEY 

book§ellcrS 

e 

Ask  About  Our 


FREE  DELIVERY! 


1307  Castro  @  24th  St. 

415/282-8080 

www.covertocoversf.com 


sense* 

imjrpntdanl  fwr 

mdrpmJmf  Mrmda 


Join  us  this  month  gt  St. 

Holy  Week  &  Easter 

April  1  Palm  Sunday  1 1  am  April  7  Holy  Saturday  9  am 
April  5  Maundy  Thursday  7  pm  April  7  Great  Vigil  of  Easter  9  pm 
April  6  Good  Friday  April  8  Easter  Sunday  1 1  am 

Stations  of  the  Cross  Noon  (with  Roman  Catholic,  Lutheran 
&  MCC  churches;  meet  at  Most  Holy  Redeemer,  1 00  Diamond) 

Good  Friday  Liturgy  7  pm 

"T" aize  at  John’s 

Christian  Meditation  and  Chant 

Thursdays,  7:00  pm  (except  April  5,  Maundy  Thursday) 

Join  us  in  the  candlelit  nave  of  historic  St.  John's  for  an  hour  of 
beautiful  chant  and  contemplative  silence.  Developed  in  a  French 
monastic  community  of  Protestants  and  Catholics,  Taize  (teh-ZAY) 
combines  new  music  with  ancient*  ritual  to  create  a  time  of  quiet 
and  calm  In  our  much  too  busy  lives.  Searchers,  inquirers,  and 
people  of  all  spiritual  backgrounds  welcome. 


Inquiring  ZNCituk: 

Exploring  the  Intersections  between 
Christianity  ancC  Culture 

First  Sunday  of  every  month,  6-8  pm;  see  our  Website  for  readings 
April  1 :  "The  Uses  and  Abuses  of  the  Bible  in  Science  and  Human 
Sexuality,"  with  the  Rev.  Joy  Johnson,  Center  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Studies  in  Religion  and  Ministry,  Pacific  School  of  Religion. 

May  6:  "Christianity  and  Violence/'  with  Rebecca  Gordon,  veteran  peace  and  human 
rights  activist,  St.  John's  member,  and  co-founder  of  Seminarians  for  Peace. 

Q/fflu&ic  at  Si.  Q^a/wi'b 

Charles  Rus,  Organ 
Saturday,  April  21 , 6:00  pm 

Musician  at  St.  John's  and  an  organist  for  the  San  Francisco  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra,  Rus  will  perform  works  by  John  Adams,  Philip 
Glass,  Steve  Reich,  J.S.  Bach,  and  Olivier  Messiaen. 

Tickets:  $20  at  the  door. 

The  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 

Diverse  People,  Inquiring  Minds,  Open  Hearts 

1  661  Fifteenth  Street  (at  Julian  Avenue,  between  Valencia  &  Mission),  San  Francisco 

(415)  861-1436  www.saintjohnsf.org 

St.  John's  is  an  LGBTQ-  and  family-welcoming  parish. 


John's! 
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SF  Hauling 

DEBRIS  REMOVAL  OF  ALL  KINDS 
Dirt/Concrete  Removal 
Excavation/Demolition 
Residential/Commercial 
Basement/Garage/Yard  Clean-Up 
Competitive  Rates/Quality  Work 
Environmentally  Conscious 
Locally  Owned  and  Operated 
Insured/Friendly  Service 

sf_hauling@yahoo.com 


<50  !<■:$> 


f 


& 

? 


AMES  LOCKSMITH 
&  SECURITY  INC. 

3977  24th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Auto  -  Residential  -  Commercial 
Bonded  -  Insured  -  24  Hr.  Service 
Mobile  Service 


I  (415)  282-7919 


1 

| 

} 


BEST  PRICE 
BEST  PRODUCT 

Carpentry  •  Fences  •  Decks 
Stairs  •  Windows  •  Doors 
Tile  Setting  •  Bathroom  Remodeling 

HANDYPERSON  SERVICES: 

JUST  FIX  IT  NOW! 

CA  State  Contractor  License  #888938 

415.282.5406 


LIC  #582766 


CAHALAN 
CONSTRUCTION  CO. 


* 


Foundations,  Garages,  Seismic 
Retrofit,  Termite,  Dryrot,  Stucco 
Kitchens,  Baths 


Office  415-386-2628 


Quality  Work 
Since  1988 

Bonded  &  Insured  Cell  415-279-1266 


B8B  Honor  Roll 


Email  cairl@msn.com 


PaRadig 


in 


Fine  Painting  & 
Decorating 
Interior  and  Exterior 

Cell:  415.725.3681 
Home:  415.771.9801 

Bonded  •  CA  Lie.  #  808546 


Barney  Walsh 


PLEASE  NOTE 

Some  services  advertised  in 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice  may  be 
performed  by  individuals  and 
companies  not  licensed  by 
the  State  of  California. 
The  Voice  is  not  responsible 
for  the  services  of  these 
individuals  and  companies 


PEACHES 

PAINTING 

Add  color  to  your  life 

Service  with  care  at  rates  that  are  fair 

25%  off  with  this  ad 

Call  415-641-9434 

License  #  618693 


The  Noe  Valley  voice 


(M/sICY  WS 


Color  Consulting  &  Design 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Expert  Painting 

415-864-7400 

nancyburnscolor.com 
licensed  and  insured 


NOE  VALLEY 

ROOFING  SPECIALISTS 

Serving  Noe  Valley  for  over  10  Years 

REASONABLE  PRICES  -  SENIOR  DISCOUNTS 


ALL  FORMS  OF  RESIDENTIAL  ROOFING 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

Bonded  and  Insured  -  ValueSlar  Rated 

Call  Mike  (Noe  Valley  Resident) 
at  Highland  Roofing 

415.240.9366 

Stole  License  626953 


Jorge  Meraz-Baca  •  Upholstery 

Free  estimates,  reasonable  rates 

415  282-2256 


Kofman  Painting  Co. 

(415)  504-7166 
cell  (415)  203-5412 

Interior  /  Exterior 
Residential  /  Commercial 
Lie  707984  Fully  Insured 

Established  in  San  Francisco  1991 


Qardens 


Design,  Renovation  and 
Gardening. 
Sensitive  approach  to 
'v  creating  and  caring  for 

^  your  special  retreat  space. 
Environmentally 
appropriate  plantings  and 
organic  garden  methods, 
lie.  #651703 

Call  Michele  Schaal 
(415)282-1612 


ROBERT'S 
QUALITY 
PAINTING 

Interior  •  Exterior 
Serving  Noe  Valley  since  1985 

'NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL" 

Lie.  #526359 

(415)  675-0464 


RENOVATION 


TS-P  TO  BOTTOM 


REPAIR  °  RESTORE  °  REMODEL 

TOM  SKIDMORE 

GENERAL  CONTRACTOR 

LIC.  NO.  877394 

415.929.8645 


A  FULL 
SERVICE 
COMPANY 
EIC  n 


L  U  H  L  W  lyp 

PLUMBING  SINCR  *  * 

1894 

wuu.brighlplumblng.rom 


(415)671-1500 


CAS  Construction 
Company 

Lie.  708239 

Kitchens  •  Bathrooms 
Additions  •  Foundations 
General  Construction 

(415)  863-9167 

Serving  the  Bay  Area  Since  1988 


LOU'S  EXPRESS  CO. 

Cleanup  &  Hauling 

Basement,  Garages,  Attics,  Etc. 
Trash,  Junk,  Garbage 
Appliances,  Stoves, 

Carpet  Removal  Services, 
Carpet  padding  &  Nailstrips 

Call  Lou  415-225-4637 


Lone  Star 
Plumbing 

Copper  Piping  'Water  Heaters 
Code  Work  •  Fire  Sprinklers 

Service  &  Repair 

415-641-9234 


Buckner  Painting  Co. 

Gavin  Buckner  Owner/Operator 
Interior  -  Exterior 
Commercial  -  Residential 
References  Available 

415-584-0244 

Lie.  #738848 


Recipient  of  the  Better  Business  Bureau 
HONOR  ROLL  AWARD 


Complete  kitchen  and 
bathroom  remodeling, 
interior  and  exterior 
painting,  plumbing, 
electrical,  tiling,  drywall, 
stairs,  windows,  doors, 
decks  and  fences. 


HAMMERHOUSE  CONSTRUCTION, INC 

phone:  415  516  7399  fax:  415  753  0744 

email:  twbuchanan@yahoo.com 

license  #804459  -  bonded,  insured,  workers  comp 


Q  Painting  &  Waterproofing 

When  Quality  Matters 

4i5.4i2.l642 


License  #  866791 

QPAINT.COM 


jon  poqo 


Reliable,  Punctual,  Experienced 

HANDYMAN 


•  window  repairs 
■  lock  replacement 
>  electrical  problems 
'  leaky  faucets  &  toilets 


•  light  fixtures 

•  furniture  assembly 

•  hot  water  heaters 

•  PET  LOVER 


Call  me  (650)  303-8171 


Yoel's 

Hauling 

•Yard  and  Garage  Clean-Up 
•  Dump  Runs 

Honest  and  Very  Reasonable 

(415)  282-2023 
Pager:  202-6572 


BLOOM  PAINTING 

(415)  821-3752 


We  truly  have 
the  client  at  heart! 


CA  Lie.  #  833578 
Member 

Better  Business  Bureau 
and  P.D.C.A. 


TUGGEY'S 

Hardware  for  the  Handyperson 

Denny  Giovannou 

Weekdays  8:30  -  6:30 
Saturday  9-5 
Sunday  11-3 

3885  24th  Street 

San  Francisco,  California  94114 

415-282-5081 


LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTOR 

Experienced,  Licensed 
Decks,  Fences,  Patios, 
Lawns,  Planting,  Irrigation, 
Lighting,  Maintenance. 

CALL  FOR  FREE  ESTIMATE! 

CAFFREY  LANDSCAPES  •  415-279-8469 


Sewing  Lessons 

DROP  IN  CLASSES 

/}  SATURDAYS  10:30-12:30 
|  WEDNESDAYS  5:00-6:30 

^  bring  your  project  &  we'll  guide  you 

begin  ning  to  advanced 
stitching 
designing 
pattern  drafting 

415*920*1956 
1400  Castro  @  Jersey 
sew@sfseamstress.com 


HOME  REPAIRS 

FAST  RESPONSE  •  START  TO  FINISH 

HOUSE  CALLS  •  VICTORIAN  SPECIALIST 
WALLS  •  DOORS  •  WINDOWS  •  FLOORS 
PLASTER  SHEETROCK  •  PREP  &  PAINT 
TILING  •  FINISH  PLUMB  &  ELECTRICAL 

-  BY  OLIVIER  - 
Phone  415-786-4534 
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Neighborhood  Services 


The  Noe  Valley  Voice 


Bodywork  &.  Reiki 

By  appointment 

415.710.9914 

Purple  Iris  Healing  Center 
1404  Church  St.  @  26th 


on-the-spot,  garden  design 


by: 


deanna  glory 


garden  design 


ay  an  award-winning 
designer  at  an 

affordable  price 


415.695.9400  e  deanna@glorydesign.com 
www.glorydesign.com 


grassroots 

interior  design  studio 


space  planning 
color 
lighting 
furniture 

window  coverings 
bathrooms  and  kitchens 
drafting 

san  francisco  tel/fax  (4 1 5)  242-6 1 98 


HappyGrout 

Grout  “Beautifully"  Restored 
Franco  R.  Lucchesi 

Grout  &  Caulk  Restoration 
Change  Grout  Color  &  Seal 
Expert  Tile  Cleaning  /  Repair 
Bathrooms,  Kitchens,  Floors 
Residential  &  Commercial  1 
All  Work  Guaranteed! 

415-806-2746 

www.HappyGrout.com 

franco@HappyGrout.com 


ALMOST  INSTANT  INTGRWRS 

Relax  In  Style 

We  specialize  in  unique  and  affordable: 

•  One-day  Makeovers  •  Color  Consultations 

•  Interior  Architecture  •  Full  Service  Design 

(415)  824-4440  almostinstant@gmail.com 

SHOE  REPAIR 

by 

The  Pioneer 
Renewer 

4501  18th  St.  at  Douglass 
415-255-4576 

"They're  the  only  place  we'll  go  for  repairs!" 

Jerry  -  Owner  of  Gimme  Shoes 

"Not  just  a  shoe  repair  but  a  good  old  fashioned 
cobbler."  Veronica  -  Astrid's  Rabat  Shoes 


Learn  homeopathy  with  the 

Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy 

•  Low  cost  student  clinics  available 

•  3  year  professional  program 

•  Call  for  upcoming  events  /$  qF 

1199  Sanchez  Street  r  HOMEOPATHY^ 

(at  25th)  -  San  Francisco  J 

(415)  695-2710  ^ ^ 

health@homeopathy-academy.org 

CVblvi Wmd 

%  Ai-aCI  \Z  O  l-A  V*  ere’"' 

Rosen  Method  Movement 

Noe  Valley  Ministry 

Friday  mornings  8:30  to  9:30 

Theresa  Garcia 

415-812-9917  ttygarcia@aol.com 

http://home.earthlink.net/~tgrosen/rosenhome.html 

Peter  Rothblatt 

Massage  and  Bodywork 

75  Minutes 
*0  $70 

For  More  Info 
415,845.0678 

ROBERTSON  Richard 
'«§  DESIGN  Robertson 

INTERIOR  DESIGNER 

18  Vicksburg  Street 
San  Francisco,  C A 

PHONE  415.596.7346 

fax  415.647.1389 

sales@designbyrobertson.com 

www.designbyrobertson.com 

Quit  Smoking  in  One  Session 

Dr.  Jonathon  D.  Gray  •  Hypnosis 

San  Francisco  •  415-563-2333 

Addictions  •  Stress  Reduction 

Pain  Control  •  Weight  Control 
Phobias  •  Optimum  Performance 

Piano  Lessons 

Children  or  Adults 

Your  Home  or  My  Studio  - 

David  Manley 

(415)  641-1106 
dmanley@speakeasy.net 
hltp:/Avww.speakeasy.org/~dmanley 

SUSAN  FRANKEL,  MFT 

Psychotherapy  &  Life  Coaching 

Specializing  in  adolescents,  couples 
and  parenting  throughout  the  life 
cycle.  Developmentally  appropriate 
parenting  consultations. 

"Practical  Solutions  for  Everyday  Life" 

415  282-5242  MFC23930 


Eddie's  Painting  Co. 

(415)  406-6141 

Fully  Insured  and  Bonded 

•  Interior  /  Exterior  Pros 

•  Victorian  Specialists 

•  Plaster  Repair  Experts 

•  Lead  Certified 

See  us  at  ed'diespainting.com 

Lie.  #732759 


McDonnell 

& 

Weaver 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

4091  24th  Street 
NOE  VALLEY 
(415)  641-0700 


PURPLE  IRIS 

Jill  A.  Sweringen  L.Ac 
Barb  Schoeffel  MPT 

Acupuncture,  Physical  Therapy 
Shiatsu,  Holistic  Healing 

1404  Church  St.  @  26th 
415-642-7442  purpleiris.net 


Got  News? 

Send  your  press  release  to 
the  Noe  Valley  Voice,  1021 
Sanchez  Street,  S.F.,  CA 
94114.  Better  yet,  e-mail 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com. 
Please  include  a  phone 
number.  Thanks. 


NOTICE  TO  READERS 

California  law  requires  that  contractors  taking 
jobs  that  total  $500  or  more  (labor  and/or 
materials)  be  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board.  State  law  also  requires 
that  contractors  include  their  license  numbers 
on  all  advertising.  Check  your  contractor’s  sta¬ 
tus  at  www.cslb.ca.gov  or  800-321-2752. 
Unlicensed  persons  taking  jobs  that  total  less 
than  $500  must  state  in  their  advertisements 
that  they,  are  not  licensed  by  the  Contractors 
State  License  Board. 


y 

DEREK 

W  ELECTRICAL 

ROCK 

0  SERVICE 

ELECTRICAL  - 

RESIDENTIAL 

LIC. #805003 

No  Job  Too  Small  •  Free  Estimate 

Tel.  (415)  490-7475 

ROGER  R.  RUBIN 

Attorney  and  Counselor  at  Law 

(415)  441-1112 

Law  Chambers 
1155  Pine  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


4i5»920*i956 

se\v@  sfseanistress.com 

Drapery*  Pillows*Shades 
Bedding*Slipcovers 
Table  Linens 

Sewing 

for  vour  Home 


DESIGNS  BY  WENDY  L.  MIUE> 


Custom  Sewing  Since  1980 
One-of-a-Kind  Bridal,  Formal 
and  Career  Wear 
Slipcovers  and  Soft  Furnishings 
for  the  Home 

415.648.8514  for  appointment 


GRACE  M.  SANTANA 
PLUMBING  CONTRACTOR 
LIC.  #525396  graceh20@earthlink.net 


Mobile: 

(415)  350-6574 
Office: 

(415)  641-4740 


Service, 
Repairs, 
Small  Jobs 


Rick  Collins 

Macintosh  Help 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring 
Tune-Ups /Upgrades 
macseruicer.  com 

(415)  821-1792 


Linda  G.  Rose,  lcsw 
Psychotherapy 

moving  towards  emotional,  physical, 
mental,  and  spiritual  well-being 

415  •  643  •  3996 

SAN  FRANCISCO  •  NOE  VALLEY  OFFICE 
BCD,  ADTR*LCS  15026 


redesign  for  your  home 
one  day  decorating  using 
what  you  already  own 


Alycia  Freeman 
415-726-0156 
affix@pacbell.net 
www.fixredesign.com 
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Event  Space  Available.  Nop  Valley  Ministry  has  a 
variety  of  rooms  available  for  your  special  event. 
Children  and  adult  parties.  Enclosed  playground, 
smaller  rooms  for  meetings.  Kitchen  access!  Call 
Marshall  for  information  at  282-2317. 

Garden  Design  and  Installation.  Hardscape  and 
greenscape,  all  facets.  Consultation,  cultivation, 
and  care.  Many  Noe  Valley  references.  Kevin,  775- 
2246. 

Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun.  social,  and  en¬ 
ergetic.  Free  lesson  and  introductory  party  on 
Thursday,  April  26,  8  p.m„  Noe  Valley  Ministry. 
Bring  soft  shoes.  No  partners  needed.  New  basic 
class  starts  May  3.  The  eight-class  series  is  $45. 
4 1 5-333-9372,  susielk@cls.ucsf.edii. 


How  to  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  40y!  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.)  Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the  month 
in  which  you'd  like  to  advertise.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  941 14.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by  phone 
or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We’re  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  May  2007 
issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley  on  or 
before  May  1.  The  deadline  for 
Class  Ads  is  April  15,  2007. 

Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  printed  in 
the  newspaper  and  then  displayed 
for  one  month  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


The  Tea  Mum  Invites  You  to  impress  your  guests. 
Give  a  beautiful  and  delicious  spring  tea  in  your 
home.  Fees  start  at  $  1 8  per  guest.  Ring  up  the  Mum 
at  415-420-0817.  Ta-ta! 

Vanda’s  Cleaning  Service.  Homes,  offices,  apart¬ 
ments.  Regular  service  or  one-time  cleaning  avail¬ 
able.  Professional,  reasonably  priced,  thorough, 
reliable,  and  efficient.  415-378-3734. 

Professional  Gardener  specializing  in  low-main¬ 
tenance,  drought-tolerant  landscapes.  Strong  sense 
of  design  and  immense  knowledge  of  plants.  Expe¬ 
rienced  in  irrigation,  lighting,  stonework;  have  ref¬ 
erences.  Visit  www.ceanothusgardens.com.  Call 
James  Wilson,  415-933-8640,  or  e-mail  at 
james@ceanothusgardens.com. 


Joel  Mahan  Guitar  and  Mandolin  Studio.  Con¬ 
venient  location  at  22nd  and  Guerrero  streets.  Spe¬ 
cializing  in  rock,  pop,  and  folk.  Learn  the  songs  you 
want  to  play!  Acoustic  guitar,  electric  guitar,  and 
bass  lessons  for  adults  and  teenagers.  Contact 
jmmahan@earthlink.com  or  call  648-8892  for  in¬ 
formation  and  referrals.  MIT  and  San  Francisco 
Conservatory  alumnus. 

Reliable,  Experienced  Handyman  for  your  home 
or  business.  Big  and  small  jobs:  electrical,  plumb¬ 
ing,  repair  and  assembling  of  cabinets  and  furniture, 
carpentry,  kitchen  and  bath  work,  routine  and  pre¬ 
ventative  maintenance.  Courteous  pet  lover  with  20- 
plus  years  of  problem-solving.  Property  manage¬ 
ment/real  estate  a  specialty.  Call  Jon  Pogo, 
650-303-8171. 

Do  You  Need  Housecleaning?  We  will  do  it.  Just 
call  Sara  and  Marco,  415-31 0-8838. 

Portland,  Ore.,  Real  Estate:  Former  Noe  Valley 
resident  will  find  your  perfect  Portland  home!  Call 
Greg  O'Leary.  Broker,  503-929-5601.  Bridgetown 
Realty.  3320  Sandy  Boulevard.  Portland.  OR 
97232;  grego@hridgetownrealty.com. 

Picture  Framing — Affordable  Framing — 50  to 
70  percent  less  than  anyone  in  the  city.  Bernal 
Heights.  Phone  for  price  at  550-9248.  Douglas  El¬ 
liott.  Museum  standard  framing. 

Superlative  Word  Processing.  Experienced  pro¬ 
fessional,  B.A.  English.  M.S.W.  Understandable  ad¬ 
vice.  Business,  academic,  tape  and  CD  transcrip¬ 
tion,  legal;  resumes,  manuscripts.  Expert  editing. 
Fax  machine.  Good  rates.  Call  anytime.  824-7736. 

Charming  Hotel  Alternative  in  Noe  Valley.  The 
Dolores  Studio — sunny,  furnished  apartment  with 
private  entrance,  bathroom,  kitchenette,  satellite 
TV,  phone.  Internet,  laundry.  Lovely  garden. 
Reasonable  rates.  Samantha,  415-285-5677: 
doloresstudio@yahoo.com. 


Housecleaning:  First-Class  Detailed  Work.  Also 
minor  repairs.  No  minimum.  In  Noe  Valley  since 
1988.  Excellent  references.  Sullivan,  285-7279. 

Portrait  Photographer.  Black-and-white  docu¬ 
mentary  location  photography  for  those  who  wish 
to  move  beyond  the  traditional  portrait  studio.  415- 
902-6327,  http:ilwww.dehrahaida.com. 

Furniture  Restoration.  Complete  antique  and 
modem  furniture  restoration.  Careful  European 
craftsmanship.  Expert  refinishing.  Custom  uphol¬ 
stery.  Caning.  Veneering.  Quality  repairing.  Com¬ 
petitive  prices.  Impressive  portfolio  and  references. 
Estimates,  pickup,  and  delivery  available.  Call 
Boris,  415-587-3416. 

Drop-In  Hatha  Yoga.  Learn  yoga  postures,  deep 
relaxation,  breathing,  and  meditation  techniques. 
We  offer  Beginners,  Intermediate,  and  Advanced 
Hatha  Yoga,  as  well  as  Restorative  Yoga,  Neck  and 
Shoulders,  HIV,  and  Gentle  Yoga  classes.  Classes 
daily.  $11  ($8  for  first  class  and  seniors).  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  St.  4 1 5-82 1  - 1 1 1 7. 

Daily/Weekly  Rental:  Noe  Valley  studio  apart¬ 
ment.  Located  on  Vicksburg  near  23rd  Street,  it's  an 
alternative  to  hotels  and  motels.  Private  entrance  in 
a  garden  setting.  The  unit  offers  a  queen-sized  bed, 
full  kitchen  with  dining  area,  cable  TV,  and  three- 
quarter  bath.  No  pets,  no  smoking.  Call  Jim  at  415- 
285-6433  or  (cell)  415-215-2617. 

Handyman — 756-9896.  Basic  electrical,  building 
maintenance,  carpentry,  custom  cabinetry  and 
woodwork,  decks,  doors,  dry-rot  damage,  fences, 
garbage  disposals,  locks,  molding,  painting,  plumb¬ 
ing,  sheetrock.  siding,  stairs,  tile,  toilets. 

Adriano’s  Hauling  and  Cleaning:  We  love  clean¬ 
ing  your  patio,  garage,  home,  building,  storage  area, 
and  more.  Need  to  make  space  in  your  garage  or 
storage  area?  We  will  organize  it  for  you!  Free  es¬ 
timates,  honest  rates,  and  eight  years  of  service  in 
the  Noe  Valley  area.  Call  Adriano,  415-990-4062. 

IHSS  Care  Giver  needed  by  European  fibro¬ 
myalgia  sufferer.  Ray.  415-970-0770. 

Home  Business  Opportunity.  High  cost  of  living 
in  the  Bay  Area  getting  to  you?  www.income- 
advisors.com. 

Integral  Yoga  Workshops  and  Course  Classes. 

We  have  numerous  workshops  and  course  classes 
covering  topics  such  as  stress  management,  medi¬ 
tation,  yoga  philosophy,  pranayama.  Hatha  Yoga, 
relaxation,  and  laughing  meditation.  $11  to  $15  for 
workshops,  $44  to  $66  for  course  classes.  Integral 
Yoga  Institute,  770  Dolores  Street.  821-1117." 

Transpersonal  Psychotherapist  for  individuals 
and  couples.  Holistic  orientation  utilizing  Eastern 
and  Western  influences.  Explore  relationships,  self¬ 
esteem,  creativity,  and  spirituality.  Noe  Valley. 
Dean  Abramson,  L.M.F.T.,  415-267-4848. 

Need  a  Writer  or  Editor?  Put  my  years  of  experi¬ 
ence  to  work.  I’m  a  published  author  and  experi¬ 
enced  copyeditor  with  an  M.A.  in  creative  writing. 
Have  worked  on  a  variety  of  projects — PR,  law 
briefs,  psych  reports,  academic  papers,  news  stories, 
etc.  415-867-1582  or  ojboler@mindspring.com. 


Acupuncture  and  Chinese  Herbal  Medicine. 

“Spirit  of  Community”  offer  of  $50  for  initial  con¬ 
sultation  and  first  acupuncture  treatment.  Down¬ 
town  Glen  Park.  415-334-1010. 

Garden  Cottage  in  the  Heart  of  Noe  Valley.  Per¬ 
fect  for  visiting  friends  and  family.  Secluded  and  de¬ 
tached  with  private  deck.  Completely  furnished. 
Queen  bed  and  twin  sleeper  couch.  Fully  equipped 
kitchen.  Short-term  rental.  Minimum  two  nights. 
Non-smoking.  4 1 5-970-8 1 77.  www.bemyguestsf.com. 

Charlie  the  Phone  Guy:  Residence,  business, 
home  office  telephone  wiring.  Fax/modem  lines, 
DSL,  Ethernet,  VOIP!  Dead  jacks  brought  back  to 
life!  Remodel  planning.  Separate  jacks  for  room¬ 
mates.  On-time  appointments!  Free  estimates.  Noe 
Valley  resident.  Call  641-8410.  E-mail  Charlie@ 
sfphoneguy.com. 

Gene’s  Sound  Service  Offers  On-Site  Stereo  re¬ 
pair:  audio,  video,  and  home  theater  setups;  and  sys¬ 
tem  troubleshooting.  Are  your  equipment  wires  all 
a-jumble?  Is  your  system  difficult  to  use?  I  can  hook 
it  all  up  in  the  best  possible  way  and  write  you  clear 
instructions.  “Gene’s  honest  and  knows  his  stuff,” 
says  Bobby  McFerrin.  Gene's  Sound  Service  415- 
377-1258. 

Redecorations  and  Repairs — Tap  into  a  low-cost 
service  with  long-term  practice  in  short-notice  re¬ 
sponse  to  those  unfinished  jobs  in  your  residence. 
Seamless  plaster/sheetrock  work,  paint  prep/match¬ 
ing.  The  full  complement  of  handyman  repair  skills 
can  also  be  made  available  to  you  after  free  walk¬ 
through.  All  work  is  done  on  a  time-and-expenses 
basis  with  repeat  business  references.  Call  for  im¬ 
mediate  attention.  415-786-4534. 

Catsitting  in  Noe  Valley  or  adjacent  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  Conscientious,  responsible,  tuned  in  to  ani¬ 
mals  (and  people);  retired  Noe  Valley  resident. 
Lucy,  415-282-3676. 

Vacation  Room  Rental — Upper  Noe  Valley. 

Clean,  safe,  comfortable.  Ideal  for  visiting  family. 
Sue,  415-821-4890  or  emarsh5WS@aol.com. 


Gourmet  Vegetarian  Cuisine  delivered  to  your 
doorstep.  Diverse  menus,  naturally  low  in  fat,  cho¬ 
lesterol,  and  salt.  Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  certifi¬ 
cates  available.  For  a  monthly  menu  call  Jane,  4 1 5- 
826-2 1 33;  www.pealcuisine.com. 

Jazz  Guitar  Lessons/Improvisation  Theory.  Im¬ 
prove  technique  and  knowledge  of  guitar  finger¬ 
board  while  developing  your  own  style.  $45.  Bruno 
Pelletier-Bacquaert,  648-6992. 

Paris  Pleasure!  One-Bedroom  Apartment  in  the 
heart  of  the  Marais  (Fourth  District)  sleeps  four. 
www.vrbo.com/89I08,  call  415-728-7975. 

Let  Me  Drive  You.  Doctor  appointments,  grocery 
shopping,  errands.  Personalized  service;  with  you 
at  all  times;  carry  packages  to  where  you  want  them. 
I’ve  been  doing  this  for  10  years,  have  many  happy 
clients,  and  would  like  to  help  \ou,  too!  $20/hour. 
Bill:  415-826-3613. 


Qinfier  %are(s  of 


REAL  ESTATE 


Hidden  Cottage  Bed  &  Breakfast 

415-282-4492 


www.hidden-cottage.com 


Tea  Room 


& 

Tea!  Tea!  Tea! 

Visit  Lovejoy’s  Attic  for  a  wonderful  selection  of 
loose-leaf  teas,  as  well  as  everything  else  you  need  to  make 
and  enjoy  your  own  perfect  pot  of  tea. 

1351  Church  Street 

at  Clipper 

415-648-5895 

Reservations  Recommended  •  Catering  Available 

Wednesday  -  Sunday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  6:00  p.m. 
Friday  1 1:00  a.m.  -  7:00  p.m. 

Closed  Mondays  and  Tuesdays 
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Christopher  Wren  Construction.  I  am  a  licensed, 
bonded,  and  insured  general  contractor  living  in 
West  Portal.  I  offer  a  wide  variety  of  construction 
services  for  San  Francisco  residents.  Free  consulta¬ 
tion  for  any  project.  San  Francisco  native  in  busi¬ 
ness  since  1991.  Please  call  415-731-4444  or  visit 
my  web  site:  www.christopherwrenconstruction.com. 

End  Homework  Hassles:  Family  time’s  better 
spent!  H'WM  m vstudybuddv.org .  Jane  Radcliffe,  4 1 5- 
586-4577. 


Beyond  Coaching.  Discover/renew  your  life  jour¬ 
ney:  the  unique  purpose  you  can  express  with  in¬ 
tegrity,  passion,  and  courage.  Make  difficult  transi¬ 
tions,  overcome  obstacles  to  core  spiritual  values. 
Licensed  psychotherapist  practicing  29  years.  I  of¬ 
fer:  bioenergetics  for  body-based  emotional  healing, 
EMDR,  hypnosis.  Transpersonal  for  the  real  world. 
Experienced  as  work  coach  and  dealing  with  a  wide 
range  of  family  and  organizational  dysfunction.  Af¬ 
fordable.  Judy  Wyatt,  license  #MFT19251.  415- 
282-8930. 

PC  Tutoring:  Introduction  to  Windows,  Word,  Ex¬ 
cel.  PowerPoint,  and  Publisher  by  a  very  patient 
community  college  teacher.  Special  offer:  1  'h  hours 
for  $45.  820-1670;  cfebcom@gmail.com. 

Overwhelmed  by  Clutter?  Closets?  As  featured 
on  HGTV  and  NPR  and  in  the  Chronicle,  ShipShape 
offers  expert,  simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves,  install  clos¬ 
ets,  and  restore  simplicity  and  peace  of  mind  to  busy 
lives.  Home/office/packing/closets  and  more.  Free 
phone  consult.  415-550-0658,  www.shipshape.com. 

Experienced  Architect  will  help  you  realize  the 
best  potential  for  your  residential  building  when  re¬ 
modeling  or  expanding.  Licensed  architect  for  over 
29  years.  Free  initial  consultation  on  any  project. 
Call  Mike  Hager  at  415-285-7409. 

Beautiful  Garden  Flat,  Short-Term  Rental.  All 

amenities.  One-bedroom  flat  suitable  for  one  or  two 
people.  Very  quiet,  private,  overlooking  lovely  gar¬ 
den.  Tastefully  furnished,  completely  self-con¬ 
tained,  with  own  entry,  phone,  etc.  Two  DSL  con¬ 
nections.  Even  a  good  spinet  piano!  Minimum  stay 
of  two  weeks;  prefer  longer.  Call  415-821-4872, 
visit  www.sanfrancisco-viclorian.com,  or  e-mail 
Wolan2u@aol.com.  $2,600  per  month,  all-inclu¬ 
sive,  or  $850  weekly  if  less  than  a  month. 

Carpentry — Design.  20+  Years  Experience.  In¬ 
door/outdoor  trellis.  Retrofit,  bathrooms,  decks. 
Finish  carpentry,  additions.  Windows.  Great  refer¬ 
ences.  415-200-7642.  Jeffrey. 

Computer  Driving  You  Buggy?  We  Fix  Prob¬ 
lems!  25  years  of  industry  experience.  Software  or 
hardware  consulting;  set  up  a  wireless  network  for 
you.  Can  work  with  individuals,  small/medium 
businesses,  or  professionals.  Patience  with  non¬ 
technical  folks  is  a  specialty.  Rob,  244-3305.  At 
your  servicelwww.SFCompurech.com. 


Do  You  Have  Extra  Space  in  your  home  or  office? 
About-Face,  a  Noe  Valley-based  non-profit  group 
that  helps  girls  and  women,  urgently  needs  stor- 
age/office  space  as  an  in-kind  donation.  We’ll  even 
help  you  clean  it  out!  Contact  415-436-0212  or 
jberger@ahoul-face.org. 

Carpentry:  Punch  list  master.  Fast  response  for 
small  jobs.  Foundation  to  framing  to  finish.  Own 
work.  Call  Brian  Graham  at  415-810-1309. 

Guitar  and  Bass  Lessons.  Former  Pickle  Family 
Circus  music  director,  composer  of  Academy 
Award-winning  film.  B.A.  Berklee.  20  years  of 
teaching  experience-.  All  ages,  beginners  welcome. 
Fun,  reasonable.  Mark.  282-8244;  www.kennedy 
musicstudio.com. 

Bed  and  Breakfast  "Cottage  Gate.”  Charming 
studio  with  queen  bed,  kitchenette,  and  breakfast 
choices.  Private  bath,  phone,  entrance  (level). 
Twentieth  and  Douglass  streets.  415-626-6497; 
JimDiDL@aol.com;  www.vacationrentals.com/ 
vacation-rentalsll0961.html. 

Tutor/ Academic  Coach  for  All  Ages.  Personalized 
in-home  tutoring.  Expertise  includes  English  com¬ 
position,  SAT  writing  test  prep,  overcoming  test 
anxiety,  school  entrance/scholarship  essays,  reading 
comprehension,  creative  writing,  college  prep,  and 
study  skills.  Math  tutoring  also  available.  Experi¬ 
enced  tutor  with  master’s  degree,  excellent  refer¬ 
ences.  Sliding  scale.  Call  415-577-6257. 

ZeZe  Housecleaning.  Housecleaning  and  organiz¬ 
ing  services.  Great  references  and  professional 
work.  Responsibility  and  dedication  you  can  see. 
Call  us  for  a  free  estimate.  Kyle:  650-243-1808; 
ZeZe:  650-243-1811;  ZeZe  home:  650-758-4871; 
e-mail  zezeparreira@hotmail.com. 

Phil's  Window  Cleaning  Service,  where  quality, 
integrity,  and  customers  come  first.  Free  estimates 
for  residential/commercial.  415-668-8310. 

Living  Tai  Chi  of  Noe  Valley.  Meditation,  Qigong, 
Tai  Chi  forms.  Friendly,  non-competitive.  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  6  p.m.,  Noe  Valley  Ministry.  1021 
Sanchez.  Mornings  by  appointment.  10:15  a.m. 
Please  call  for  location.  $5  introduction  (Mondays 
excluded).  Chris  Sequeira.  practicing  since  1973. 
650-756-6857;  415-773-8185;  www.livingtaichi 
sf.com. 

Expert  Landscape  and  Garden  Services:  Tree 
planting,  pruning,  and  removals.  Garden  design, 
renovation,  restoration,  and  installation.  Regularly 
scheduled  general  property  and  garden  mainte¬ 
nance.  Irrigation  and  lighting  systems  installation 
and  repair.  Yard  cleanups  and  staging.  No  job  too 
big  oftoo  small.  Strong  attention  to  detail  and  cus¬ 
tomer  service;  15  years  of  experience.  References 
available.  Call  David  at  415-846-7581;  http:// 
www.shapeoftheearth.com. 

Low  Voltage!  Systems.  Telephone/voicemail  sys¬ 
tems.  Intercom  and  door-entry  systems.  Video  se¬ 
curity  systems,  home  entertainment,  cabling  and 
jacks  for  telephones.  Cat  5/6  computer,  sound, 
video.  Business  and  residential.  Humane  rates.  Li¬ 
cense  #796389.  Kent@allwired.net.  468-9400. 


Tree  Care:  Pruning,  Planting,  Consultation/ 

removal,  seasonal  attention.  The  health  and  beauty 
of  the  trees  are  our  focus.  Kevin,  775-2246. 

Space  Rental.  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez 
Street  at  23rd  Street,  has  space  to  rent  for  birthday 
or  anniversary  parties,  lectures,  workshops,  teach¬ 
ing,  concerts,  and  office  space.  Visit  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyministry.org  or  call  4 1 5-282-23 1 7. 

Your  Trees  Are  Part  of  Your  Investment  and  part 
of  your  habitat.  They  deserve  expert,  quality  care. 
Beautiful  work  and  personal  tree  service  by  ISA 
Certified  Arborist.  Free  estimates.  Licensed  and  in¬ 
sured.  Call  Martin  Amest  at  415-882-1109.  Cali¬ 
fornia  license  #829012. 

Personal  Assistance:  Shopping  Organizing,  chil¬ 
dren’s  parties,  art  painting,  cooking  Brazilian  or  Pe¬ 
ruvian  food.  Simone,  415-806-7877,  funkydiva 
941 12@yahoo.com. 

Sunny,  Quiet  Guest  Apartment  in  Bernal  Heights. 
Perfect  for  your  visiting  family  and  friends  or  your 
temporary  quarters  while  remodeling.  Private  en¬ 
trance,  full  kitchen,  cable  and  wireless  access,  close 
to  Cortland  Avenue,  transportation,  and  shopping. 
Call  415-647-0945  or  e-mail  ellsworthhousesf@ 
comcast.net. 

Clean  and  Natural:  Excellent  references.  Envi¬ 
ronmentally  concerned  since  1998.  Weekly,  bi¬ 
weekly,  deep  cleaning.  Free  estimate.  Call  Simone, 
415-806-7877. 


Tellington  TTouch  for  Your  Companion  Animal. 

Holistic  approach  effective  for  physical,  emotional, 
and  mental  concerns.  Certified  TTouch  practition¬ 
er.  Anne  Snowball.  415-826-2147  apsnowball@ 
aol.com,  www.ttouch.com. 

Words  Wanted:  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  welcomes 
submissions  of  stories,  poems,  and  essays.  Write 
lastpage@noevalleyvoice.com  or  send  manuscript, 
plus  name,  phone,  and  e-mail  to  Noe  Valley  Voice, 
1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA941 14.  In¬ 
clude  SASE  if  you  need  materials  returned. 

Piano  Lessons  in  Noe  Valley:  Supportive,  patient 
teacher  with  many  years  of  experience.  Lessons 
tailored  to  individual  goals.  Ear  training,  theory, 
classical  or  popular  repertoire.  Barbara  Bannett. 
648-1007. 

Vacation  Retreat  for  Noe  Valleyans:  Calistoga/St. 
Helena.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths;  sleeps  six 
(maximum).  Decks  with  views  of  stream,  woods, 
and  meadow.  Fireplace  wood  supplied;  30  acres, 
trails,  all-year  stream.  Dogs  okay.  Three-night 
weekend.  $400.  Seven  nights,  $700.  Additional 
nights  after  seven.  $90.  Discount  for  repeat  guests. 
415-647-3052.  Photos,  http:llhome.earthlink.netl 
~ springmountl . 


Q  Painting  and  Waterproofing  offers  full-spec¬ 
trum  painting  services,  ranging  from  low-cost  main¬ 
tenance  of  rental  properties  to  high-quality,  detail- 
oriented  jobs.  Bonded  and  insured.  Lie  #866791. 
Call  Kristof  at  415-412-1 642  for  a  free  painting  con¬ 
sultation  or  visit  Ds  at  www.qpaint.com. 

Does  It  Hurt  Inside?  So  bad  you  can't  let  anyone 
see?  The  passage  to  freedom  is  here.  Gentle,  prac¬ 
tical  individual  and  couples  therapy.  Lesbian/ 
gay/bi/straight  welcome.  Offices  in  Noe  Valley  and 
on  the  Peninsula  in  Foster  City.  Julie  Armer,  MA, 
LMFT.  Free  15-minute  phone  consultation.  415- 
652-6889  or  650-341-0617.  Visit  my  web  site: 
www.PersonalChange.org. 


Howto  Place  a 
Class  Ad 

It’s  easy.  Just  type  or  print  the  text 
of  your  ad,  multiply  the  number  of 
words  by  per  word,  and  send  us 
a  check  or  money  order  for  the  total 
amount.  (Note  that  a  phone  number, 
including  area  code,  counts  as  one 
word.)  Then  mail  your  ad  copy  and 
check,  made  out  to  the  Noe  Valley 
Voice,  so  that  we  receive  it  by  the 
15th  of  the  month  before  the  month 
in  which  you’d  like  to  advertise.  The 
address  is  Noe  Valley  Voice  Class 
Ads,  1021  Sanchez  Street,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94114.  (Sorry,  the  Voice  is 
unable  to  accept  Class  Ads  by  phone 
or  e-mail.) 

10  for  10  discount:  The  Noe  Valley 
Voice  publishes  10  months  a  year. 
(We’re  on  vacation  in  January  and 
August.)  If  you  place  the  same  class 
ad  in  10  issues,  you  are  entitled  to  a 
10  percent  discount.  To  figure  your 
cost,  deduct  10  percent  from  the  total 
amount  due  for  10  issues. 

The  next  Voice  will  be  the  May  2007 
issue,  distributed  in  Noe  Valley  on  or 
before  May  1.  The  deadline  for 
Class  Ads  is  April  15,  2007. 

Note:  The  Class  Ads  are  printed  in 
the  newspaper  and  then  displayed 
for  one  month  on  our  web  site: 
www.noevalleyvoice.com. 

Class  advertisers  should  keep  in  mind 
that  only  the  first  few  words  of  the  ad 
(not  to  exceed  one  line  of  type)  will 
be  set  in  bold.  Also,  receipts  and  tear 
sheets  will  be  provided  only  if  your 
order  is  accompanied  by  a  self- 
addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Thank 
you  for  your  support. 


Alvarado  Elementary  School 


April  21st  and  22nd 
Saturday  9-3  and  Sunday  9  -1- 

You  can  also  support  Alvarado 
by  donating  any  new  or  used: 

•  Furniture 

•  Kitchen  Items 

•  Toys 

•  Wearable  Clothing 

•  Sports  Equipment 

•  Books,  DVDs  and  CDs 

•  Tools,  etc. 

•  Any  item  in  clean  and  usable  condition 

No  Computers,  Metal  Furniture  or 
Stuffed  Animals  please 

Bring  donations  to  the  school: 

Saturdays  -  April  7th  and  14th 
10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m. 

ALVARADO  SCHOOL  CAFETERIA 

22nd  Street  at  Douglass 
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We  know  Noe. 


Noe  Valley  has  been  our  home  for  many  years.  And 
although  we  bring  our  30  years  of  successful  real  es 
experience  to  all  of  San  Francisco's  neighborhoods,  we 
are  especially  well-acquainted  with  and  pleased  to  serve 
the  residents  of  this  distinctive  community. 


Take  a  look  at  a  few  of  the  properties  we've  sold  in  the 
neighborhood  and  you'll  see  —  pride,  professionalism, 
pricing  and  presentation  are  the  keys  to  our  business' 
success.  If  you're  thinking  of  buying  or  selling,  give  us 
a  call.  We  have  all  kinds  of  experience  in  all  kinds  of 
markets,  and  we  know  Noe. 

Steve  &  Debbie  Delis 

415.385.8497 

415.385.8501 

dells@zephyrsf.com 

z 

ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


by  Alexis  E.  Fajardo 


Just  For  Fun 

W « STctiASYed-oofMe-A.- 


3982  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.285.4068  www.justforfun.invitations.com 


3961  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
415.695.0506  www.artsakesf.com 


STILL  the 
BEST  frame  shop 
in  Son  Francisco. 


PICTURE  FRAMING  AND  ART  GALLERIES 

Serving  San  Francisco  for  over  20  years 


mam  mum 

Anniversary 


PERSONAL,  STEP-BY-STEP  ASSISTANCE 


Designers  and  corporate 
accounts  welcome. 


Back  to  the  Picture  Mission 


Back  to  the  Picture  SoMa 

Mission  St. 


Decorator  Mirrors  and  Prints 
wholesale  to  the  public. 


Howard  St. 


Gift  certificates  available 


Mission:  934  Valencia  St.  @  20  th  St.  Tel:  415  826-2321 
SoMa:  1 1 10  Howard  St.  @  7  th  St.  Tel:  415  558-9901 


1  Rotating  exhibits  at  both 
galleries  (call  for  schedule) 


www.backtothepicture.com 
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and  now  for  the 

RUMORS 

behind  the  news 


Quizzically  Speaking 

->  By  Mazook 

THE  ANSWER  MAN:  Last  month,  we 
left  you  with  some  Noe  riddles  to  an¬ 
swer.  The  editorial  staff  reports  that  ab¬ 
solutely  noe  one  was  able  to  answer  all 
the  questions  correctly.  Oh,  well.  Here  are 
the  questions  again,  and  the  answers: 

I .  What  was  Star  Magic  first  called  when 
it  opened  on  the  corner  of  24th  and  Noe  in 
1 979  (actually,  Christmas  season  1 978)?  Gifts 
of  the  Magi.  In  1979,  the  store  moved  to  4026 
24th  Street,  where  Bliss  Bar  is  now.  Star  Mag¬ 
ic  shone  for  nearly  20  years,  till  1998. 


2.  Where  did  the  Noe  Theater  once  stand ? 
Where  the  building  is  that  now  houses  Just  for 
Fun,  across  from  Herb’s  Fine  Foods. 

J.  What  was  Herb's  Fine  Foods  called  when 
it  first  opened  in  1943?  "X  the  Noe,”  because 
it  was  a  soda  fountain  directly  across  from  the 
Noe  Theater.  It  was  opened  in  1943  by  Cyril 
Saunders,  who  sold  it  to  Herb  Gaines  in  1945. 
In  1953,  Gaines  changed  the  establishment's 
name  to  his  own. 

4.  What  is  Noe  Valley’s  longest-running 
business,  opening  in  1888?  That  would  be 
Drewes  Market,  located  at  1706  Church,  at 
29th  Street. 

5.  Where  was  a  Bakers  of  Paris  once  lo¬ 
cated  in  Downtown  Noe  Valley?  Right  next  to 
Herb's,  where  Ambiance  now  resides.  Bakers 
of  Paris  opened  its  Noe  Valley  branch  in  1982 
and  closed  16  years  later. 

6.  What's  the  oldest  house  in  Noe  Valley ? 
When  was  it  built?  The  oldest  house  in  Noe 
Valley  was  constructed  in  1 869  and  is  now  lo¬ 
cated  at  3780  23rd  Street.  Its  original  location 
was  1081-85  Church  Street,  but  it  was  moved 
in  1900,  when  Church  Street  was  graded. 

7.  Where  in  Noe  Valley  is  the  second  steep¬ 


est  hill  in  San  Francisco?  That  would  be  22nd 
Street,  from  Vicksburg  to  Church  Street.  It  has 
a  38-degree  grade,  second  only  to  Filbert 
Street  between  Hyde  and  Leavenworth  streets 
(39  degrees). 

<8.  On  which  corner  is  the  house  that  for¬ 
mer  mayor  "Sunny  Jim"  Ralph  built  for  his 
mistress  back  in  1929?  That  would  be  the  Tu¬ 
dor  mansion  on  the  northeast  corner  of  21st 
and  Sanchez  streets. 

9.  Where  does  Upper  Noe  Valley  end  and 
the  Fairmount  begin?  Too  simple — Fairmount 
is  on  the  south  side  of  30th  Street,  Noe  Valley 
on  the  north. 

10.  Who  was  Elizabeth  Street  named  after? 
She  was  John  M.  Homer’s  wife.  Horner  was 
the  first  developer  in  Noe  Valley.  When  he 
originally  mapped  out  our  neighborhood,  he 
called  22nd  Street  John  Street,  and  23rd  Street 
Horner  Street. 

SSS 

RUN  SMOKEY  RUN:  More  than  50 
members  and  friends  of  the  Noe  Valley 
Merchants  and  Professionals  Association 
took  a  trip  to  Bay  Meadows  Racetrack  on 


Sunday,  March  1 1 ,  to  see  our  new  home¬ 
town  favorite,  Smokey  Stover,  race  to  vic¬ 
tory  in  the  Breeders’  Cup  Sprint.  Smokey 
Stover  is  a  4-year-old  gelding  owned  by 
24th  Street’s  resident  icon.  Twin  Peaks 
Properties  proprietor  Harry  Aleo. 

Scott  Ostler  reported  on  the  race  in  the 
Chronicle  on  Monday  the  12th:  “Even 
though  he  got  a  quick  jump,  he  had  to  ma¬ 
neuver  through  plenty  of  traffic.  But  he’s 
fast,  cool,  and  determined.  He  found 
holes,  sprinted  through  them,  and  headed 
hard  for  the  finish  line.  We’re  not  talking 
about  Smokey  Stover,  the  nation’s  sprint 
sensation.  We’re  talking  about  Harry  J. 
Aleo,  Smokey  Stover’s  87-year-old  own¬ 
er.  Seconds  after  Aleo's  new  wonderhorse 
smoked  a  four-horse  field  Sunday  at  Bay 
Meadows,  Harry  was  in  full  stride.”  To  the 
winner’s  circle,  that  is. 

The  victory  was  Smokey ’s  sixth  in  10 
races.  “And  he’s  come  in  second  the  oth¬ 
er  four  times,”  says  Aleo.  “He  was  rated 
the  number-one  sprinter  in  the  U.S.  by  the 
Daily  Racing  Form.” 

Next  up  for  Smokey,  his  owner  says,  is 
the  April  7  Potrero  Grande  Breeders’ Cup 
Handicap  at  Santa  Anita,  with  a  purse  of 
$200,000.  The  race  is  a  672-furlong 
sprint. 

Oh,  and  all  those  Noe  Valleyans  who 
went  to  Bay  Meadows  and  bet  on  Aleo’s 
horse  were  rewarded  with  $2.40  on  their 
$2  bet,  except  Aleo  himself,  who  was  re¬ 
warded  with  $55,000  in  prize  money.  In 
the  horseracing  world,  that  just  about  cov¬ 
ers  the  expense  of  transportation  and 
meals  for  the  next  race. 

ass 

STRUMMING  IN  THE  STREET:  Tully ’s 
Coffee  got  a  little  bit  country  on  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  Saturday,  March  10,  as  Belle 
Monroe  (of  Belle  Monroe  &  Her  Brew- 
glass  Boys)  and  members  of  the  Tie-One- 

CONTINUED  ON  NEXT  PAGE 


On  March  1 1,  more  than  50  Noe  Valley  neighbors  turned  out  for  the  Noe  Valley  Merchants  Association  "Day  at  the  Races”  at  Bay  Meadows  Racetrack.  Smokey  Stover, 
the  nation’s  sprint  sensation,  owned  by  Harry  Aleo  of  Noe  Valley,  won  the  featured  race  with  room  to  spare,  thrilling  the  hometown  crowd.This  winner's  circle  photo 
shows  jockey  Aaron  Gryder  astride  Smokey  Stover,  as  well  as  Harry  Aleo  (in  the  cowboy  hat  on  the  right)  and  his  happy  Noe  Valley  fans. 


.S|k  MEXIC4*. 

^Mexican  Grille 

Lean  Mexican  Cuisine 

Including: 

¥  Broiled  Salmon  Buhritos  Delicious  Chicken  Mole¥ 
¥  Wonderful  Enchilahas  *  COCHINITA  PlBIL  Pork  * 
Cactus  Buhritos  7-  Fantastic  Grilled  QUESAOILLAS  ¥ 
-¥■  Grilled  Seafood  Specials  -¥• 

Great  TACOS  •¥•  Variety  of  VEGETARIAN  Dishes 

¥  New  Maya  Tamales  ¥ 

G/ecA  AG-  Gut 

.  7t>r  t/e  Gty/'At  G/une// 

*  Grear  Atmosphere!  * 

Open  Everyday  *  11  am  -  10  pm 

3917  24th  Street 

at  Sanchez 

415-648-0477 


San  Francisco 
auto  repair  center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

Smog  Check  &  Repair  Available  7  Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-It-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emissions  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters  •  Check  Engine  Light 

•  Electrical  Probiems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability  Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  1 8th),  S.F.,  CA  9411 0 
Between  Harrison  &  Bryant  Streets 
All  Major  Credit  Cards  &  ATM  Accepted 


State  of  California 

licensed' 


INSPECTION  & 
REPAIR  STATION 


SHIELD 


AUTOMOTIVE 


BBB 

f. 


OFFICIAL  GROSS  POLLUTER 
CERTIFICATION  STATION 

We  can  repair  &  retest 
smog  failures  from 
‘Test-Only’'  Stations 


SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE 


BRAKE  &  SAFETY 
INSPECTION  ($5  6  Value) 


OIL  CHANGE 
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Ons  played  outside  the  cafe  for  an  appre¬ 
ciative  crowd  of  strollers  and  coffee 
drinkers. 

Monroe  says  she  and  her  group  came 
out  to  play  because  of  the  balmy  weath¬ 
er.  and  were  generously  rewarded  by  a 
guitar  case  full  of  bills.  If  you  want  to  see 
Belle  and  the  Boys,  they  will  be  playing 
for  free  on  April  14  at  the  Riptide  on  Tar- 
aval  and  the  Great  Highway. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors  held  its  own  par¬ 
ty  on  March  29  at  the  30th  Street  Senior 
Center.  Called  "Last  of  Our  Teenage 
Years,”  the  bash,  in  the  words  of  UNN 
president  Vicki  Rosen,  was  “to  celebrate 
1 9  years  of  trying  to  make  our  part  of  Noe 
Valley  better,  and  to  thank  our  friends  and 
neighbors  for  all  of  their  support." 

Appetizers  and  desserts  from  La 
Mediterranee  were  served,  and  dance  mu¬ 
sic  was  provided  by  Upper  Noe  deejay 
Denise  Dunne.  After  the  party,  the  Neigh¬ 
bors  got  down  to  the  serious  biz  of  nom¬ 
inating  club  officers. 

©  a  a 

A  GRAND  OPENING  PARTY  has  been 
slated  for  mid-April  for  the  new  store  that 
popular  local  jewelry  designer  Gilbertina 
Guarini  and  husband  Bruno  Guarini  are 
opening  at  4068  24th  Street,  in  the  space 
formerly  occupied  by  their  shop  Cottage 
Industry. 

Bruno  and  Gilbertina  have  spent  the 
last  several  months  selling  the  Cottage  In¬ 
dustry  inventory  and  remodeling  the  store 
to  have  a  fresh  look  and  a  garden  in  the 
back  with  trees,  fountains,  and  stone  Bud¬ 
dhas.  It  will  be  called  Qoio.  and  will  be 
an  expansion  of  the  tiny  Qoio  jewelry 
shop  and  studio  they  currently  own  across 


from  Bell  Market. 

Gilbertina  says  the  burgundy  velvet 
curtains  that  have  been  draped  over  the 
windows  at  the  new  place  will  be  lifted 
soon.  “We  are  going  to  quietly  open  the 
store  in  the  beginning  of  April. .  .and  then 
post  an  invitation  [on  the  front  of  the 
store]  to  the  neighborhood  to  join  us  at 
the  store  for  a  grand  opening  with  food 
and  beverages.” 

The  Guarinis,  who  live  on  24th  Street 
with  their  two  daughters,  Natalie  and 
Kirsten,  will  keep  the  small  studio  space, 
which  is  below  street  level  under  Artsake. 
“I  have  been  in  that  studio  for  almost  10 
years,”  says  Gilbertina.  “I  really  like  the 
space  and  I  just  don’t  want  to  give  it  up  yet.” 

As  you  Qoio  fans  know,  each  of  Guar- 
ini's  designs  is  unique,  and  she  says  her 
most  popular  jewelry  pieces  these  days 
are  the  “wire-works”  necklaces.  “I  am 
seeing  a  lot  of  girls  coming  in  and  pick¬ 
ing  out  these  kinds  of  necklaces  to  wear 
to  their  school  proms.” 

SSS 

THAT  EMPTY  FEELING:  If  you  reread 
the  March  2006  Rumors  (which  you  can 
do  at  www.noevalleyvoice.com),  you  will 
see  an  item  stating  that  the  former  Mikey- 
tom  Market,  after  three  years  of  lying  fal¬ 
low  at  Church  and  Day  streets,  was  rent¬ 
ed  to  an  enterprise  called  Church  Day 
Solutions  LLC.  The  LLC  (limited  liabil¬ 
ity  company)  was  going  to  renovate  the 
place,  obtain  a  beer  and  wine  license,  and 
open  a  restaurant  featuring  California  cui¬ 
sine. 

Well,  now  that  the  paper  covering  the 
storefront  windows  has  fallen  down, 
everybody  can  see  that  nothing  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  past  year.  Evidently,  the  LLC 
ran  into  some  problems  whose  solutions 
eluded  them. 

The  building  owner,  Peter  Kung,  says 
the  space  will  be  for  rent  again  soon. 
Court  records  indicate  that  there  is  cur¬ 


rently  an  action  pending  by  Kung  to  evict 
the  LLC,  which  apparently  has  not  offi¬ 
cially  vacated  the  storefront. 

Kung  also  put  to  rest  the  rumor  that 
Chow  restaurant  had  plans  to  open  in  the 
space.  “None  of  those  rumors  are  true,  al¬ 
though  I  wish  they  were,”  says  Kung. 

S  ©  © 

CELEBRATING  20  YEARS  in  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  are  Danny  Forchione  and  Tom  DiSerio, 
who  opened  Andiamo  Gourmet  Deli  on 
the  northeast  corner  of  Diamond  and  Eliz¬ 
abeth  on  April  17,  1987. 

“We  took  over  Nuccio  Deli,”  says  Di¬ 
Serio,  “and  before  that  it  used  to  be  known 
for  many  years  as  Kelleher’s  Market  and 
was  [distinctly  Irish].” 

Forchione  and  DiSerio  live  in  Dia¬ 
mond  Heights  and  attribute  their  store's 
longevity  to  the  steady  clientele  they've 
developed  over  the  years.  “Contractors 
and  construction  workers  who  come  to 
the  neighborhood  on  jobs  somehow 
wound  up  coming  here  to  get  lunch,”  says 
DiSerio,  “and  after  they  moved  on  to  jobs 
in  other  neighborhoods,  they  still  come 
back  here.” 

Andiamo’s  most  popular  lunches  are 
the  meatball  sandwich,  lasagna,  and  split- 
pea  soup,  he  says. 

Twenty  years  is  a  long  time,  but  DiSerio 
and  Forchione  will  not  be  throwing  an  an¬ 
niversary  party.  Instead,  they  plan  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  milestone  by  closing  the  deli  for 
a  week  and  going  on  a  Caribbean  cruise. 

®  ©  © 

RAMP  ’N’  ROLL:  While  spiffing  up  its 
new  Noe  Valley  office  last  month  for  a 
grand  opening  on  the  comer  of  24th  and 
Sanchez,  Hill  &  Company  learned  that  its 
entranceway  had  caused  a  bit  of  a  stir  with 
Downtown  Noe  Valley  shoppers  and 
strollers.  The  real  estate  firm  had  made  its 
front  door  handicapped-accessible  by  in¬ 
stalling  a  curbed  and  railed  ramp  that 


sticks  out  about  four  feet  into  the  side¬ 
walk. 

Hill’s  resident  sales  manager,  Jamie 
Howell,  acknowledges  that  the  ramp  has 
generated  a  few  gripes,  and  says,  “We  are 
not  happy  with  it  either,  but  the  city  gave 
us  no  choice.  We  had  proposed  a  less  ob¬ 
trusive  ADA-compliant  ramp  but  could 
not  get  city  approval,  so  now  we  are  look¬ 
ing  for  ways  tfl  improve  the  situation.” 

Howell  says  they  are  currently  negoti¬ 
ating  with  San  Francisco  to  get  permis¬ 
sion  to  change  the  ramp’s  design,  maybe 
even  remove  the  bulky  curbs  and  railing 
so  they  don’t  block  the  path.  They’re  also 
considering  the  addition  of  benches  and 
plants. 

Those  of  you  who  have  been  around  the 
neighborhood  for  a  while  probably  know 
that  Howell  has  lived  in  Noe  Valley  for 
the  past  40  years,  most  of  them  on  Clip¬ 
per  Street.  Before  he  got  into  real  estate 
about  20  years  ago,  Howel  1  spent  20  years 
as  one  of  our  local  rock  ’n’  roll  stars. 

In  that  previous  life,  Howell  played 
guitar  for  Tongue  and  Groove,  Hot  Tuna, 
the  Buddy  Guy  Band,  and  Jimmy  Wither¬ 
spoon.  He  remembers  when  Janis  Joplin 
used  to  live  above  the  laundry  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  Noe  and  22nd,  and  Big  Brother  and 
the  Holding  Company  used  to  park  their 
circa  1924  Ford  truck  on  Castro  near 
22nd.  The  vehicle  had  “Overland  Freak 
Express”  emblazoned  on  the  side. 

Howell  also  remembers  the  days  when 
the  whole  band  could  be  seen  waiting  in 
line  at  Bud’s  Ice  Cream  on  the  comer  of 
Castro  and  24th,  or  if  the  line  was  too 
long,  going  across  the  street  to  Magnolia 
Th  underpussy ’s  for  one  of  her  famous  ba¬ 
nana  splits. 

©  ©  © 

THOSE  WERE  THE  DAYS.  That’s  30. 


♦  Natural,  Organic  Products 
Organic  Fruits  and  Vegetables 

♦  Quality  Selection  of  Domestic 
and  Imported  Wines,  Beer  and  Spirits 

♦  Fresh  Acme  Breads  Daily 

♦  Vitamin  Selection 
♦  We  Carry  Rupam’s  Herbal  Products 
♦  Fresh  Flowers 

Your  Neighborhood  Health  Food  Store 

1400  Guerrero  Street  at  26th  Street 

415-282-6274 

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com 

Open  Every  Day! 

Hours:  Mon  -  Fri  8  am  -  9:00  pm  •  Sat  -  Sun  9  am  -  9pm 


A  stained  glass  artisan  in  her  free 
time,  Marilyn  has  always  been  able 
to  put  pieces  together  with  precision 
and  patience. 

If  you're  looking  to  buy  or  sell  a  home 
in  San  Francisco,  Marilyn  Aronowitz 
might  very  well  be  your  best  bet.  She 
has  remarkable  listening  skills  and 


will  match  you  with  the  perfect  home, 
or  the  perfect  buyer  for  your  existing 
home. 

Marilyn  has  an  uncanny  ability  to  see 
opportunity  others  might  miss.  Don't 
miss  the  chance  to  work  with  her. 
Contact  her  today. 


Marilyn  Aronowitz 
REALTOR  * 
415.269.2918 

marilyna@zephyrsf.com 

www.marilynaronowitz.com 
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ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 
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Noe  Valley,  Upper  Market,  West  of  Twin  Peaks,  SOMA,  Potrero 


and  now.  Pacific  Heights.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


Now,  Zephyr  has  6  offices  to  serve  you. 

As  the  largest  independent  real  estate  firm  serving  San  Francisco, 
and  with  nearly  $1.5  billion  in  annual  sales,  Zephyr  understands  the 
market  like  no  one  else.  As  we've  grown,  we  have  not  changed  our 
core  values  and  entrepreneurial  spirit.  We've  just  expanded  our 
expertise,  marketing,  technology  services  and  passion  to  another  of 
San  Francisco's  hottest  neighborhoods.  Stop  into  any  of  our  offices. 
We'll  go  to  great  heights  to  serve  you  anywhere  in  the  City. 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 


Noe  Valley  •  415.695.7707 
Upper  Market  •  415.552.9500 
West  of  Twin  Peaks  •  415.731.5000 
SOMA/South  Beach  •  415.905.0250 
Potrero  Hill  •  415.824.7200 
Pacific  Heights  •  Coming  Soon!. 


Zephyr  Real  Estate.  We're  all  about  San  Francisco. 


www.zephyrsf.com 


S6  The  Noe  Valley  Voice  •  April  2007 


MORE  GROUPS  TO  JOIN 


Castro  Area  Planning  +  Action 

Contact:  Linton  Stables,  541-0344,  ext.  230 
E-mail:  capa@home4 us.org 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month. 
Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Center.  100 
Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Church  Street  Professionals 

Contacts:  Lynn  Ingham,  643-5966, 
or  Paula  Benton.  248-0235 
E-mail:  hentonp@sprynet.com 
Meetings:  Third  Monday,  every  other 
month.  Location  varies. 

Diamond  Heights  Community 
Association 

Contact:  Betsy  Eddy,  239-5776 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  31529, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 3 1 

Meetings:  First  Thursday  of  the  month,  7:30 

p.m.  Call  for  location. 

Dolores  Heights  Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Amy  Powell,  647-4228 
Mailing  Address:  3732  21st  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA941 14 
Meetings:  Board  meetings  bimonthly;  mem¬ 
bership  semi-annually.  Call  for  details. 

Duncan  Newburg  Association  (DNA) 

Contacts:  Pat  Lockhart,  282-9360; 

Diane  McCarney,  824-0303:  or 
Deanna  Mooney,  821-4045 
Mailing  Address:  560  Duncan  St., 

San  Francisco,  C A  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

East  &  West  of  Castro  Street 
Improvement  Club 

Contact:  Paul  Ramus,  647-3753 
Mailing  Address:  492  Douglass  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
Meetings:  Irregular,  call  to  confirm. 

Eureka  Valley  Promotion  Association 

Contact:  Lion  Barnett.  255-3624 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  14137, 

San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
Meetings:  Third  Thursday  of  the  month 
(except  December),  Eureka  Valley  Recrea¬ 
tion  Center,  100  Collingwood  St.,  7:30  p.m. 

Fair  Oaks  Neighbors 

Contact:  Joyce  Kurtz,  401-6362 
Mailing  Address:  261  Fair  Oaks  St..  San 
Francisco,  CA  94110 


Meetings:  Call  for  information.  The  annual 
Fair  Oaks  Street  Fair  is  always  held  the  day 
before  Mother’s  Day. 

Friends  of  Dolores  Park  Playground 

Contact:  Eli  Merritt,  415-285-3774 
E-mail:  emerr@earthlink.net 
Mailing  Address:  3786  20th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941 10 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information  on 
advocacy  meetings  and  social  events  for  kids 

Friends  of  Glen  Canyon  Park 

Contact:  Richard  Craib,  648-0862 
Mailing  Address:  140  Turquoise  Way,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Noe  Courts  Playground 

Contact:  Laura  Norman 
E-mail:  lauranor@yahoo.com 
Mailing  Address:  c/o  Friends  of  Noe  Valley, 
P.O.  Box  460953,  San  Francisco,  CA  94146 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  dates  and  times. 

Friends  of  Noe  Valley  (FNV) 

Contact:  Richard  May 

E-mail:  ramhooks@pachell .net 

Web  site:  www.friendsofnoevailey.com 

Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  460953,  San 

Francisco,  CA  94146 

Meetings:  First  or  second  Thursday  of  the 

month  (call  or  e-mail  to  confirm),  at 

St,  Philip’s  Parish  Hall,  725  Diamond  St. 

Friends  of  On  Lok’s  30th  Street 
Senior  Center 

Contact:  Marianne  Hampton,  601-7845 
Mailing  Address:  225  30th  St.,  San 
Francisco.  C A  94 1 3 1 
Meetings:  Occasional.  Call  for  details. 

Friends  of  Upper  Noe  Recreation 
Center 

Contact:  Christina  Goebel,  826-7772 
E-mail:  christina_goehei@yahoo.com 
Meetings:  Call  or  e-mail  for  dates  and  times. 


Liberty  Hill  Neighborhood 
Association 

Contact:  John  Barbey,  695-0990 
Mailing  Address:  P.O.  Box  1921 14, 

San  Francisco,  CA  94119 
Meetings:  Quarterly.  Call  for  details. 

Noe  Strolls  “Playgroup  on  Wheels” 

Contact:  noestrolls@aol.com 
Weekly  Strolls:  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  at 
1 1  a.m.,  departing  Holey  Bagel,  3872  24th 
St.,  between  Sanchez  and  Vicksburg.  Stroll 
tours  Noe  Valley,  the  Castro,  and  the 
Mission.  Membership  free.  To  join,  and  for 
more  details,  visit  www.noestroljs.com. 

Noe  Valley  Association-Community 
Benefit  District 

Contact:  Debra  Niemann,  nemo@rcn.com 
Dispatch:  To  report  spills,  debris,  or  garbage 
on  24th  Street,  call  559-8492. 

Noe  Valley  Democratic  Club 

Contact:  Andy  Fleischman,  641-5838 
Meetings:  Third  Wednesday  of  the  month; 
Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021  Sanchez  St., 

7:30  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Farmers’  Market 

Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  noon,  on  24th  between 
Sanchez  and  Vicksburg  Street 
Contact:  Paula  Benton.  248-1332 
Mailing  Address:  4104  24th  St.,  #401,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94 1 1 4 
Meetings:  Second  Thursday  of  the  month, 
Noe  Valley  Ministry  (co-sponsor),  1021 
Sanchez  St.,  8  p.m. 

Noe  Valley  Library  Campaign 

Contacts:  Kim  Drew,  643-4695, 

kkdrew@vahoo.com;  Marian  Chatfield- 

Taylor,  626-7512,  ext.  103 

Mailing  Address:  Friends  of  the 

San  Francisco  Public  Library,  391  Grove  St., 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

Meetings:  Call  for  information. 


Noe  Valley  Merchants  and 
Professionals  Association  (NVMPA) 

Contacts:  Diane  Barrett,  647-21 16,  or  Teresa 
Gay,  336-6304 

E-mail :  info@noevalleymerchants.com; 
register  at  www.noevaiieymerchants.com. 
Meetings:  Last  Wednesday  of  the  month. 
E-mail  for  location  and  time. 

Noe  Valley  Parent  Network 

An  e-mail  resource  network  for  parents 
Contact:  Mina  Kenvin 
E-mail:  minaken@gmail .com 

Noe  Valley  Preparedness  Committee 

Contact:  Mindy  Kershner,  377-3890 
E-mail:  mindytower@aol.com 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

Outer  Noe  Valley  Merchants 

Contact:  Jim  Appenrodt,  641-1500 
Mailing  Address:  294  29th  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 
Meetings:  Call  for  details. 

San  Jose/Guerrero  Coalition  to 
Save  Our  Streets 

Contact:  Don  Oshiro,  285-8188 
E-mail:  contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 
Web  site:  www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings:  See  web  site. 

See  Jane  Run  Running/Walking  Club 

Contact:  Lori  Shannon,  401-8338 
Mailing  Address:  3870  24th  Street,  San 
Francisco,  C A  94114 

Meetings:  Sundays,  10  a.m.  (Runners  meet 
at  See  Jane  Run  to  pick  up  the  5K  run/walk 
route.  Info?  www.SeeJaneRunSports.com.) 

Southwest  Mission  Neighborhood 
Association  (SWMNA) 

Boundaries:  24th  Street  to  Cesar  Chavez  and 
Fair  Oaks  to  Mission 
Contact:  Lori  Oshiro,  Secretary 
E-mail:  lori@tail-wagging.com 
Web  site:  www.tail-wagging.com 
Meetings:  E-mail  for  information. 

Upper  Noe  Neighbors 

Contact:  Vicki  Rosen,  285-0473 
Mailing  Address:  169  Valley  St.,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94131 

Meetings:  Last  Thursday  of  the  month  (call 
to  confirm),  30th  Street  Senior  Center,  225 
30th  St.,  7:30  p.m. 


Si  1 

McGuire  Real  Estate 

is  pleased  to  announce  the  affiliation  of 


Erik  Von  Muller 

415.902.4978 

evonmuller@mcguire.com 

The  experience  to  bring  you  home. 


McGuire  is  committed  to  making  the  process  of  buying  or  selling 
your  home  a  rewarding  experience.  We  place  a  particular  emphasis  on 
the  quality  of  our  sales  associates,  including  their  knowledge  of  the 
marketplace  and  commitment  to  service.  Erik  Von  Muller  shares  our  values, 
providing  his  clients  with  experienced  service. 

100  Clipper  Street  |  San  Francisco  |  www.McGuire.com 


4288  24th  Street  ★  San  Francisco 
415.821.7652  ★  fireflyrestaurant.com 
prix-fix  menu  Sunday-Thursday  ★  $35  for  3  courses 
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Presidio  Heights  $7,495,000 

4-levels,  9BR,  views,  formal  dining 
room,  eat-in  kitchen,  office,  family 
room,  library,  extra  wide  lot. 
Tremendous  family  house. 

Karen  Duggan  415.351.4620 
Ronni  Garfield  415.351.4610 


St.  Francis  Wood  $2,650,000 

Mansion  +  pool  house  on  double  lot. 
5BR/5.5BA,  hm  ofc.,  FLR  w/frplc, 
FDR,  remodeled  kit,  2  family  rooms, 
pool,  sauna,  2-car  parking. 

Barbara  Callan  415.351.4688 


Noe  Valley  $  1 ,249,000 

Price  Reduced!  3BR/2BA,  views,  up¬ 
dated  kitchen,  terraced  gardens  in  both 
front  &  back  yards,  hot  tub  &  regula¬ 
tion  B/ball  hoop  &  sportscourt. 

Cathy  Scharteg  415.351.4625 


LUXURY 

port/olio 

FINE  PROPERTY  COLLECTION 


/VXcCjuirc  Z\ca/  iLsla/e 

is  pleased  to  announce  the 
opening  of  its 
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|MCGUIRE 

Real  Estate  Since  1919 


Cow  Hollow 

2001  Lombard  •  929.1500 

Downtown 

560  Davis  •  296.1000 


Noe  Valley 
100  Clipper  •  642.8000 

McGuire.com 


Mill  Valley 

1040  Redwood  Hwy  •  383.5000 

Burlingame 

360  Primrose  •  650.348.0222 
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Photo  by  Ruby  Rippey-Tourk 


Help  Us  Pick  a  Winner! 

Last  month,  we  asked  our  readers  to  come  up  with  the  perfect  caption  for  this  photo 
of  two  celebrities  spotted  on  24th  Street  in  February.  Your  responses  were  so  clever, 
our  judges  were  unable  to  settle  on  just  one.  However,  we  narrowed  the  field  to  three. 
Which  is  your  favorite?  (Write  edilor@natightvalleyvoJce.com.)  The  top  votegetter  in  our 
photo  caption  contest  will  receive  a  year’s  supply  of  cat  food. 

1.  Newsom:  " When’s  Dufty  gonna  get  here?  I'm  tired  of  talking  to  this  delusional 
homeless  guy.  ” 

2.  While  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  shows  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  his  undercover  approach 
to  Project  Homeless  Connect.  Newsom  is  momentarily  distracted  hv  the  Xenu 
spaceship  landing  on  Twin  Peaks. 

3.  While  Supervisor  Bevan  Dufty  recounts  the  Rea!  Foods  saga.  Mayor  Gavin  Newsom 
suddenly  remembers  that  he  needs  to  hire  a  new  appointments  secretary. 


Group  Makes 
Sidewalks  1-Way 
To  Calm  Traffic 

By  Kate  Crasher 

There  are  changes  afoot  in  Downtown 
Noe  Valley,  thanks  to  the  neighbor¬ 
hood’s  newest  planning  organization,  the 
Urban  Village  People  (UVP).  Starting 
Sunday,  April  I,  the  sidewalks  of  24th 
Street,  from  Dolores  to  Diamond,  will  be 
divided  into  lanes  specifically  designated 
to  improve  the  flow  of  pedestrians, 
stroller  pushers,  bicyclists,  dog  walkers, 
and  people  standing  still. 

Urban  Village  People  Vice  President 
Mia  Culpa  came  up  with  the  plan  during 
the  Christmas  holidays.  “I  often  experi¬ 
ence  a  major  delay  on  my  walk  to  Star- 
buck’s  when  a  double-wide  stroller  or  an 
oldster  with  a  cane  blocks  my  path,”  says 
.Culpa.  “1  brought  this  to  the  attention  of 
our  membership,  and  we  considered  our 
options.  At  first,  we  thought  about  ban¬ 
ishing  certain  groups  from  the  side¬ 
walk — saunterers,  window-shoppers,  or 
the  wheelchair-bound — but  shop  owners 
put  the  kibosh  on  that.  They  want  people 
to  notice  their  displays.” 

The  solution,  according  to  the  UVP  plan, 
is  lanes  painted  on  the  sidewalk,  and  a 
signage  system  on  every  block  to  show 
lane-use  allotments.  “This  will  make  it  so 
simple,”  smiles  Culpa,  a  former  ruler.  “Ev¬ 
erybody  will  know  where  they  belong.” 

The  sidewalk  on  the  north  side  of  24th 
Street  will  be  designated  one-way  west¬ 
bound  from  6  to  9  a.m.,  and  3  to  6  p.m. 
During  these  hours,  the  lane  closest  to 
shops  will  be  earmarked  for  slow  foot 
traffic  and  merging  pedestrians  emerging 
from  stores.  Next  will  be  a  fast-track  di¬ 
amond  lane  for  power  walkers  (open  to 
anyone  who  can  keep  up  a  3  mph  clip)  and 
middle-school  students.  A  wider  third 
lane  will  be  the  designated  sidewalk  bi¬ 
cycle  lane,  which  will  include  skate¬ 
boards,  shopping  carts,  and  Segway  Peo¬ 
ple  Movers.  Additionally,  from  10:30 
a.m.  to  2:30  p.m.,  the  third  lane  will  be 

Noe  Resident 
Is  Google’s  Sole 
Employee 

By  Annette  Flicks 

You’ve  shared  a  table  with  him  at 
Miss  Millie’s,  or  waited  behind  him 
in  line  at  Rite  Aid.  Or  maybe  you’ve 
watched  him  down  his  fourth  martini  at 
Panos’  Labyrinth.  But  you  might  not  have 
known  that  the  man  on  the  bar  stool  is  the 
same  person  you  communicate  with 
dozens  of  times  a  day. 

Yes,  Guy  Google,  the  researcher  who 
quickly  and  efficiently  finds  the  answers 
to  everybody’s  questions  at  Google.com, 
has  been  living  in  Noe  Valley  for  almost 
nine  years,  in  a  room  above  Tubbey’s 
Hardware. 

We  caught  up  with  Guy  last  month 
while  he  was  having  a  massage  at  Elisa’s 
Health  Spa  on  24th  Street.  Our  interview 

TURN  THE  PAGE,  REALLY 


shared  with  stroller/toddlers  (up  to  triple¬ 
wide  prams  permitted)  and  groups  of 
more  than  four  people  who  want  to  walk 
arm-in-arm.  The  last  lane,  closest  to  the 
street,  will  accommodate  dog  walkers 
and  merchants’  impromptu  sidewalk 
sales.  For  the  one-way  eastbound  south 
side  of  24th  Street,  the  order  of  lanes  will 
be  reversed,  with  the  exception  of  a  lane 
added  between  the  second  and  third  for 
exit  and  entry  from  the  Farmers’  Market. 

The  24th  Street  thoroughfare  will  also 
get  a  makeover.  Culpa  says.  “We're  plant¬ 
ing  new  ‘bulb-outs’  on  the  bus  stop  cor¬ 
ners,  and  also  growing  kale  and  magic 
bean  seedlings  in  box  planters  in  the  cen¬ 


ter  of  24th  Street,  as  a  traffic-calming 
measure.  Our  ultimate  plan  is  to  reroute 
all  vehicle  traffic  to  Elizabeth  and  Jersey 
streets,  although  drivers  can  still  leave 
their  cars  at  both  the  Presbyterian  and  the 
Jesse  Memorial  parking  lots.” 

If  residents  and  merchants  have  con¬ 
cerns  about  safety,  Culpa  says,  they 
should  give  the  new  sidewalk  a  trial  run 
before  bringing  their  children,  pets,  or 
large  purses.  “We’re  encouraging  pedes¬ 
trians  to  look  both  ways  and  maybe  even 
give  a  little  whistle  before  they  enter  the 
sidewalk.  Also,  school  students  have 

CONTINUED  IN  TRAFFIC  COURT 


Noe  Says  Bye  to 
‘Valley’  in  Name 

By  Pluto  Chavez  ■ 

Noe  Valley,  the  hottest  location  in  San 
Francisco’s  neighborhood  pantheon, 
was  stripped  of  .its  geological  status  at  the 
Feb.  3 1  meeting  of  the  National  Organi¬ 
zation  of  Scientists: from  Earth  (NOSE). 

The  prestigious  group  voted  423  to  2 
to  remove  the  word  “valley”  from  the 
neighborhood’s  name. 

“Valley?  Not  hardly,”  said  Burgess 
Shale,  head  of  the  NOSE  Definitions 
Committee.  “If  you  look  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  topographical  maps,  the  terrain  is 
much  more  like  a  gorge,  dale,  dell,  or 
maybe  a  basin  if  you  stand  off  and  squint. 
But  a  valley?  No  way!” 

Shale's  organization  elected  to  classify 
Noe  as  a  “hollow,"  defined  as  a  small  shal¬ 
low  depression  between  two  hilly  bumps. 
But  the  redesignation  didn’t  come  easy. 
In  a  series  of  earl  ier  votes,  the  astronomers 
narrowly  rejected  the  names  “vale,” 
"ravine,”  “gully,”  and  “yuppie  enclave.” 
The  term  “hole”  was  shot  down,  too. 

Changing  “valley"  to  “hollow”  has  al¬ 
ready  caused  repercussions  in  the  mer¬ 
chants  community.  Geico  Caveman  Ugh 
Rothchild,  who  has  an  office  at  the  top  of 
24th  Street,  strenuously  objected  to  the 
new  label,  arguing  that  “people  in  places 
like  Polk  Gulch  might  mispronounce  it 
and  call  Noe  a  ‘holler’.  It’s  bad  enough 
that  we  have  stores  here  that  sell  quilts 
and  handcrafts  and  frogs  and  things.” 

Other  stores,  such  as  Noe  Valley 
Cream  Puffs,  complained  that  converting 
to  “hollow”  would  have  an  adverse  im¬ 
pact  on  their  business. 

A  spokesperson  from  Noe  Valley  Wee¬ 
nies  said  the  group  would  ignore  the  sci¬ 
entists’  vote.  “We’re  the  Noe  Valley  Wee¬ 
nies,  not  the  Noe  Hollow  Weenies.” 

J -Church  Hostage 
Crisis  Over 

By  Kay  Ingleside 

During  the  early  rush-hour  commute 
on  April  1,  a  horde  of  frustrated  J- 
Church  riders  took  Transit  Director  Lewis 
“Golf-cart"  Libby  hostage  near  the  30th 
Street  car  turnaround.  They  demanded  he 
apologize  for  a  “ridiculously”  long  delay 
the  previous  night,  asked  him  to  add  an 
extra  hour  to  each  of  their  transfers,  and 
then  tied  him  to  a  tree. 

After  fuming  silently  for  several  min¬ 
utes,  Libby  cleared  his  throat  and  gave  a 
heartfelt  apology.  "If  the  wait  was  a  prob¬ 
lem  for  you,  then  I  guess  I'm  sorry.  But 
since  I  have  a  car,  I  can’t  possibly  imagine 
the  frustration  you’ve  been  feeling,  can  I?” 

However,  he  refused  to  budge  on  the 
transfer  issue.  “Two  hours  should  be 
plenty.” 

Mollified,  the  protesters  released  him 
and  headed  back  to  the  bus  stop. 

But  before  Libby  could  drive  away. 
Muni  patron  Winona  Rider  ran  after  him 
and  shouted  an  ultimatum:  "Next  time 
this  happens,  I  won’t  wait  10  hours  for  the 
train  to  move.  I’ll  walk  out  those  doors  a 
lot  sooner!” 
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Crime  Alert:  Zodiac  Killer  Targets  Stores.  On  April  I,  2007,  the  Vb/ce  received  this 
rather  ominous  missive  in  the  mail.  Although  the  editorial  "we"  were  relieved  that  there  was 
no  specific  threat  to  our  newspaper,  it  did  seem  like  the  information  should  be  passed  on. 


59  The  Noe  Hollow  Voice  •  April  2007 


They  Call  Him  ‘Mr.  Google.’  Ever-alert  and  ready  to  search,  Google’s  only  employee  takes 
on  even  the  most  obscure  key  words  you  can  throw  at  him.  With  his  command  of  the 


mouse  and  his  legendary  ability  to  multitask,  he  can  easily  work  on  12  entries  at  a  time.  It’s 
a  rare  occurrence  when  he  has  to  type  in  “404:  Not  Found.”  Photo  courtesy  Gaggle  Inc. 


49ers  to  Build 
Stadium  in 
Upper  Noe 

By  Beau  Linhall 

Faced  with  mounting  resistance  to  his 
plan  to  move  the  49ers  to  Santa  Clara, 
team  owner  John  Pork  has  made  a  deal 
with  San  Francisco  Mayor  Gavin  New¬ 
som  to  locate  a  new  $800  billion  football 
stadium  in  the  one-block  Upper  Noe  Park 
&  Rec  Center  at  30th  and  Day  streets. 

"It’s  an  ideal  location.”  said  Jennifer 
Siebel.  newly  hired  assistant  to  the  mayor. 
"It's"  located  at  the  intersection  of  three 
major  Muni  lines — the  24,  26,  and  the  J- 
Church — plus,  it's  near  enough  to  Glen 
Park  BART  that  drunk  fans  can  stagger 
home." 

Siebel  said  District  8  Supervisor  Dufty 
Baker  had  assured  her  there  is  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  on-street  parking  in  the  area. 

Meanwhile,  excitement  is  high  at  49ers 
headquarters  in  Santa  Anita. 

"The  timing  for  this  deal  is  perfect,” 
said  Niners  spokesperson  Ann  Coulter, 
who  also  is  the  offensive  coordinator. 
“Since  the  rec  center  is  already  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  a  renovation,  it’ll  be  easy  for  us  to 
throw  in  a  few  sky  boxes  and  a  Jumbo- 
Tron.  And  given  how  we’ve  played  the 
last  three  seasons,  the  seating  for  the  lit¬ 
tle-league  baseball  diamond  is  ideally 
suited  for  our  current  attendance  levels.” 

Coulter  admits,  however,  that  “no  proj¬ 
ect  is  perfect,  of  course.  We’ve  had  to 
make  some  compromises.  For  instance, 
the  team's  end  zones  have  to  be  shared 
with  the  dog  run  that  is  currently  circling 
the  park.  This  is  not  a  big  deal,  though, 
since  the  49ers  don’t  go  there  much  any¬ 
way  during  regular  season  games.” 

Niners  tackle  Itzhak  Perlman  agrees 
that  having  to  share  with  the  dog  run  will 
be  no  sweat  for  the  Red  and  Gold. 

“It  won’t  bother  our  wide  receivers,” 
said  Perlman.  “They’ll  just  put  on  their 
four-inch  Teflon  cleats  when  they  get 
near  the  goalposts." 

But  NFL  referee  A1  “Blind  Zebra” 
Johnson  is  grumbling.  “Along  with  all  the 
other  yellow  flags,  quarters,  lipstick,  and 
scorecard  stuff  we  have  to  carry  in  our 
pockets  on  game  day,  now  we  have  to 
carry  plastic  bags  too?  Give  me  a  break.” 

As  for  the  name  of  the  new  stadium, 
Coulter  says  it’s  still  up  in  the  air.  But  the 
team  is  toying  with  an  idea  that  should 
please  fans  young  and  old:  Peezar  Sta¬ 
dium. 


HOMELESS  CONNECT 

A  Dating  Service  for  Street  Folk 

Meet  mendicants  from  other 
neighborhoods! 

Compare  locations  and  rates! 

Apply  at  the  kiosk  behind  the  Main 
Library  -  pencils  provided. 


Easy  to  Care  For 

Each  little  egg  grows  up  to  be 
a  louse  with  a  personality 
all  its  own! 


Google  Researcher 
Loves  His  Job 

CONTINUED  1-10  OF  6.131 

covered  too  many  topics  to  include  them 
all  here.  (The  questions  we  asked  re¬ 
sulted  in  1 ,036  answers  in  just  under  2.0 1 
seconds.)  But  we  thought  you’d  enjoy 
seeing  the  highlights,  sorted  by  relevance. 
For  the  complete  interview,  go  to 
www.dontaskyahoo.com. 

« 

Voice:  The  Voice  has  learned  that 
you’re  the  one  who  looks  up  all  the 
words,  finds  the  movie  reviews,  helps 
us  get  facts  on... .well,  just  about 
everything.  It’s  such  a  big  job — how  do 
you  do  it? 

Guy:  Actually,  I’m  pretty  well-read,, 
and  I'm  a  natural  at  languages.  I  also 
type  about  80  words  a  minute. 

Voice:  Do  you  get  a  lot  of  requests  for 
information  from  Noe  Valley  residents? 
What  about? 

Guy:  Yeah,  I  get  a  lot  of  questions 
looking  for  safety  comparisons  between 
Volvos  and  Subarus.  Sometimes  1  refer 
them  to  a  site  about  Chevy  Suburbans, 
just  for  fun. 

Voice:  What  are  your  hours? 

Guy:  Only  when  the  Internet  is  open. 

Voice:  Do  you  prefer  questions  or 
queries? 

Guy:  You  know.  I  would  like  someone 
to  write  in  with  an  answer  every  now 
and  then. 

Voice:  What’s  the  dumbest  question 


you  ever  received? 

Guy:  Sometimes  people  ask  me  what’s 
for  dinner.  How  should  I  know? 

Voice:  Have  you  ever  been  stumped? 
What  couldn’t  you  find? 

Guy:  Yeah.  The  Real  Food  Company. 

Voice:  You  always  seem  to  question 
our  spelling?  Isn't  that  kind  of  rude? 

Guy:  Listen,  if  you’re  getting  about  a 
thousand  hits  a  day  for  “babby 
strollers”... 

Voice:  If  I  ask  you  something  about 
beer,  do  I  have  to  be  over  21? 

Guy:  If  the  typing  seems  slow  enough 
for  someone  over  35, 1  usually  don’t  ask 
for  ID. 

Voice:  What  do  you  do  when  you  don’t 
have  to  look  anything  up?  Do  you  do 
sudokus?  * 

Guy:  I’m  sorry,  I  can  only  answer  one 
question  at  a  time. 

Voice:  Why  doesn't  your  logo  have 
little  eyes  in  the  O’s  of  gOOgle? 

Guy:  We  don't  want  people  to  know  we 
can  see.  them  through  their  computer 
screen — it  might  scare  them. 

Voice:  Did  you  ever  consider  calling 
the  site  Goggle  or  Gaggle? 

Guy:  Excellent!  1  now  have  a  new 
answer  when  people  ask  me  for  the 
dumbest  question  I’ve  ever  received. 

Voice:  Our  publisher  has  a  question: 
Are  you  really  a  guy? 

Guy:  Yes!  Can’t  you  see  my 
attachment? 


Underground 
Mall  Just  for 
Grownups 

By  a  Fifth  Grader 

Not  every  Noe  Valleyan  has  2.3  kids. 

In  fact,  some  childless  local  resi¬ 
dents  would  like  to  avoid  having  any 
youngsters  around  them  at  all — and  the 
Noe  Shoppers  Association  is  listening. 

Thanks  to  a  generous  grant  from 
Friends  with  Money,  construction  is 
about  to  begin  on  California’s  first  kid- 
free  underground  shopping  mall,  located 
underneath  24th  Street,  from  Sanchez  to 
Noe  Street. 

“We’re  tired  of  living  in  a  nanny  state,” 
said  Shirley  Barron,  association  board 
president  and  chief  organizer  of  the  cam¬ 
paign. 

Dubbed  “Valley  Downs,”  the  mall  will 
feature  adult-friendly  businesses,  includ¬ 
ing  Acquired  Taste,  an  offal-vegetarian 
restaurant;  the  military  supplier  Subs  Inc.; 
and  1 6  bars,  including  the  Drop  Inn,  Hops 
Well,  Rose  Quarts,  Blitz  Bar,  and  Beer 
Belly.  Noe’s  X-rated  establishments, 
such  as  Male  Boxes  Etc.  and  Under  the 
Covers  Books,  will  also  move  their  oper¬ 
ations  underground. 

The  development  will  have  its  share  of 
high-end  shops,  too.  “I’ll  be  so  relieved 
not  to  have  to  worry  about  breakage  any¬ 
more,”  said  Victor  Mature,  owner  of  Just 
for  Fragile. 

Minors  will  not  be  permitted  in  the  un¬ 
derground  mall,  and  monitors  will  be 
checking  IDs  at  all  entry  points,  to  en¬ 
force  the  over-21  policy. 

Unfortunately,  Cole  Burnen,  a  long¬ 
time  resident  of  subterranean  Noe  Valley, 
is  being  forced  to  move.  "They ’re  just  do¬ 
ing  this  because  I’m  a  miner.  I  keep  say¬ 
ing  they’re  spelling  it  wrong,  but  nobody 
listens.” 

According  to  a  notice  posted  on  24th 
Street,  mall  construction  will  require 
demolition  of  most  buildings  on  the 
block,  and  businesses  should  expect  an 
increase  in  noise,  dust,  and  parking  tick¬ 
ets.  The  only  store  that  has  promised  to 
remain  open  is  Real  Food  Company. 

Due  to  a  case  of  confusion.  Chocolate 
Coveralls  and  Oceanfront  Maltballs,  two 
above-ground  shops  that  traded  places 
last  fall,  have  decided  to  switch  store¬ 
fronts  again. 

In  a  related  story,  the  Shoppers  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  petitioned  the  city  to  allow 
three  more  panhandlers  at  the  entrance  to 
the  mall,  near  Bull  Market.  (Currently, 
24th  Street  is  zoned  for  10.) 

The  association  also  announced  plans 
to  dig  up  and  restore  an  old  clipper  ship 
that  it  discovered  in  the  course  of  sur¬ 
veying  the  caverns  under  24th  Street. 

Says  Barron,  “In  the  event  that  global 
warming  predictions  are  correct,  Noe 
Valley  will  be  a  water  world  soon  enough. 
Then  we’ll  be  very  thankful  for  this 
ship.  It  will  be  our  own  version  of  Noah’s 
ark,  but  we’ll  only  need  to  round  up  one 
of  a  kind.” 
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Nutrition  Facts 

Serving  Size:  3  pages  (28g) 


Articles  Per  Serving: 

About  7 

Calories  100 

Calories  from  Fat 

90 

Saturated  Fat  12g 

Tranny  Fat 

14g 

Cholesterol  0  mg 

Cats 

9  lbs 

Dietary  Fiber  5g 

Sugars 

2,443g 

INGREDIENTS:  EDITORIAL  BEEF  KAROL 
BARSKE,  SALLY  SMITH.  CONTRIBUTING 
FACTORS  HEIDI  ANDERSON,  JOHN  HOHU- 
LIN,  BARB  KONECKY,  DOUG  KONECKY, 
ELLIOT  POGER,  JACK  TIPPLE,  KAREN 
TOPAK1AN,  KATE  VOLKMAN.  MAY  CON¬ 
TAIN  SOUR  CREME  AND  ONION  POTATO 
CHIPS  AS  A  PRESERVATIVE. 
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New  World  Cusine 

Our  Specialties: 

Hardtack  soaked  in  Rum  •  Pouter  Pigeon  and  Legumes  with  Dry  Salt  Cod 
Gratinee  ‘Vinegar-Braised  Badger  with  Groats  •  Four- Way  Flounder 


Realty  Boys 


The  Rags  to  Realtor  to  Riches  Story  of 
Four  Guys  from  the  Wrong  Side  of 
Noe  Valley 


HEAR  HITS  LIKE:  Big  Sales  Producers  Don't  Cry  /  Walk 
Like  an  Agent  /  Can't  Take  My  Lien  Off  of  You  /  Balloon 
Mortgage  Payment  Go  Away  (I'm  No  Good  for  It)  /  Oh, 
What  a  Fixer-Upper  /  Let's  Hang  On  To  What  We  Got 
(The  Seller's  Remorse  Song) 
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Zoe  and  Sebastian: 

A  Democratic  Couple 
Split  Down  the  Middle 

By  A I  Gore 

Zoe  and  Sebastian  may  share  a  mort¬ 
gage,  a  Toyota  Scion,  and  a  bulldog. 
But  that  doesn't  mean  they  share  a  presi¬ 
dential  candidate.  And  in  Noe  Valley, 
they’re  not  alone — more  than  three-quar¬ 
ters  of  the  largely  Democratic  households 
of  what  has  been  called  “Looney  Liberal 
Valley"  are  now  living  in  houses  divided 
against  themselves. 

Illinois  Senator  Barack  Obama's  an¬ 
nouncement  of  his  candidacy  for  presi¬ 
dent — on  the  heels  of  New  York  Senator 
Hillary  Clinton's  declaration  of  the 
same — has  plunged  this  normally  quiet 
(except  for  squealing  train  wheels)  neigh¬ 
borhood  into  fear,  suspicion,  and  mis¬ 
trust.  Residents  of  Noe  Valley  are  choos- 


Fronds  of  Noe  Valley.  Since  the  city  has 
decided  it  has  too  many  cans,  bottles,  and 
plastic  forks,  the  recycling  bins  on  the  top 
of  24th  Street  garbage  cans  have  been 
converted  into  planters  for  Palma 
Topheavium,  a  palm  tree  known  for  its 
nonexistant  root  system.  Photo  by  Jack  Russell 


ing  up  sides  with  a  vehemence  not  seen 
in  America  since  the  2004  presidential 
election  split  the  country  into  red  states 
and  blue  states  (or,  for  that  matter,  since 
the  Civil  War's  blue  Union  soldiers 
fought  against  those  gray  French-con¬ 
sorting.  slave-owning  traitors). 

Even  that  most  sacred  of  bonds— the 
Tenancy-in-Common — is  not  immune  to 
this  wrenching  force.  When  Zoe  and  Se¬ 
bastian  bought  their  duplex  together  at 
542  Clipper  Street  for  $1.8  million  in 
2005.  they  thought  that  if  anything  would 
cause  difficulty  in  their  partnership,  it 
would  be  Zoe's  soul-crushing  depression 
or  Sebastian's  unresolved  Tetris  addic¬ 
tion. 

But  in  the  end,  it  was  politics  that 
would  erode  the  foundation  of  trust  that 
underlies  their  3.100-square-foot  duplex. 

"We  can't  even  be  in  the  same  room 
anymore,"  laments  Zoe.  "At  the  last 
homeowners'  association  meeting,  Se¬ 
bastian  invoked  Article  32(b)  of  our  TIC 
agreement  to  make  me  remove  the 
'Hillary  or  Else  '08'  sign  from  our  win¬ 
dow'.  I  was  so  mad  I  erased  the  Obama 
speech  he'd  taped  from  the  Democratic 
Convention." 

In  fact,  Clipper  Street  is  the  front  line 
in  this  battle  for  neighborhood  su¬ 
premacy.  Zoe  and  other  Clinton  partisans 
know  that  the  northern  half  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  does  not  welcome  their  presence. 

"The  all-night  Obama  rallies  at  23rd 
and  Dolores  didn't  bother  me,"  says  Zoe, 
"but  now  with  the  armed  voter-registra¬ 
tion  blockade  1  can’t  even  go  to  24th 
Street  during  the  day.” 

Similarly,  Obama  fans  cannot  safely 
venture  into  the  Deep  South  regions  of  the 
neighborhood.  Sebastian,  carrying  his 
"Barack  Steady”  tote  bag,  was  violently 
pelted  with  sustainably  farmed  arugula 
while  walking  the  bulldog  near  Cafe  Ed¬ 
wards  last  week.  "The  worst  part,"  Se¬ 
bastian  recounts  with  moist  eyes,  "was 
that  Mr.  Muffins  had  to  see  that." 

Zoc  and  Sebastian' s  last  names  are  beini’  withheld 
to  protect  their  privacy. 


COLANDER 


April  1:  Celebrate  the  YEAR  OF  THE  BORE  at 
an  interminable  panel  discussion  facilitated  by 
Gabby  Hayes.  8  pm  on.  Wordigo,  45 1  Blather  St. 
April  1:  Deadline  for  submitting  DNA  samples  to 
determine  paternity  of  Anna  Nicole  Smith’s  baby. 
Midnight.  Bahamas.  I  -800-IDOL. 

April  1 :  The  Noe  Valley  OCD  SUPPORT  GROUP 
hosts  a  lecture.  “Making  a  List,  Checking  It  Twice." 
followed  by  a  demonstration  of  proper  handwash¬ 
ing  techniques;  tissues  and  Pureil  provided.  8  pm; 
check  your  watches  with  the  giant  clock  at  26th  and 
Sanchez,  southeast  corner,  in  the  window  to  the 
right  of  the  entrance  door,  if  you’re  facing  the  shop. 
Call  for  exact  location,  l-SOO-OB-SESS. 

April  31:  In  a  rare  Bay  Area  appearance,  Osama 
Bin  Laden  gives  a  SLIDE  LECTURE,  “I  Am  Not 
the  2008  Democratic  Candidate  from  Illinois,"  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  potluck  jihad:  bring  your  own  fatwa.  8 
pm.  Mullah  Times  Bookstore.  8888  Valencia  St. 
tcvi’M \o.sama2  D0S.com . 


April  1  :  The  SF  International  Polish-Uruguayan 
Film  Festival  joins  forces  with  the  SF  International 
Burmese-Chad  Film  Festival  to  showcase  their  new 
season  of  ALL-LATVIAN  films.  1-11  pm.  Castro's 
Theatre.  www.poliitriitihitirltalatviaiiultecan.com. 
April  2:  Hens  of  Noe  Valley  hosts  a  discussion  by 
home  economist  Sue  Traceutical.  “They  Call  It 
Free  Range  Chicken.  But  It  Actually  Costs  Money." 
7  pm.  That  Empty  Place,  across  from  Bell  Market. 
555-EGGS. 

April  31:  The  PROCRASTINATORS  of  Noe  Val¬ 
ley  holds  its  monthly  meeting,  rescheduled  from 
Jan.  5.  Feb.  14.  and  March  20:  begins  at  7  pm.  Call 
to  confirm.  555-WAIT. 

April  3-31:  Designs  once  considered  for  LGBT 
banners,  including  the  cloud,  the  sun,  the  lightning 
bolt,  and  the  corkscrew,  are  on  display  in  “Rain¬ 
bow  FLAGS  of  Our  Fathers."  Main  Library.  Rock 
Hudson  Community  Meeting  Room,  99  Larkin  St. 
555-SOGAY. 

April  15:  CARA  BLACKHAWK  reads  from  her 
French  investigative  series  “The  Three  Faces  of 
Aimee  LeDuck."  6  pm.  Mystere  Libres,  4199A 
24th  St.;  www.qiiack.com. 


LOW  CLASS  ADS 


Hackneyed?  Inane?  Banal?  Cliched?  Stale?  Pedes¬ 
trian?  Done  to  Death?  In  just  one  day,  the  Instant 
Writing  Workshop  can  make  you  Innovative. 
Unique.  Sparkling.  Inventive,  and  Inspired!  No 
perspiration  required.  Results  not  typical. 
www.iamspccial.com. 

Running  Partner  Wanted  for  Happy  Donuts  to 
Half-Dome  Footrace  in  Yosemite.  You  don't  need 
to  be  faster  than  a  grizzly,  just  slower  than  me.  E- 
mail  Tim  Treadwell  at  Chcw.com. 

Mannv  Available!  A  strong  role  model  for  infants 
and  toddlers — I  will  make  sure  your  tykes  don't 
grow  up  to  be  wusses.  Sandbox  surge  reenactments, 
jungle-gym  combat  maneuvers.  TV  remote  com¬ 
mand  and  control.  See  www.apocalyplo.com. 

For  Rent:  Stunning  vintage  cardboard  box  located 
just  steps  from  24th  Street — close  to  everything. 
Eat-in/sleep-in/live-in  kitchen — easy  to  clean! 
Cozy,  dark,  and  quiet  all  day.  View  of  the  curb  at 
24th  and  Noe.  $2,400  per  month,  garage  negotiable. 

Smoking  Degrees:  Learn  to  smoke  or  how  to  teach 
others!  With  so  few  smokers  left  to  teach  the  next 
generation,  California  is  now  paying  top  dollar  to 
certified  instructors.  We  offer  a  home-  or  car-study 
program.  Don't  let  this  lost  art  die  out!  555-PUFF. 


Design  Intrusions:  Full-service  home  renovation 
and  remodeling.  You  won't  recognize  your 
dwelling  when  we  get  done  with  it!  Got  ideas?  Keep 
them  to  yourself — we're  the  professionals. 
Kitchens  transformed  into  decks,  rumpus-room  re¬ 
moval.  hedge  pruning/prune  hedging.  References, 
dictionaries.  555-FIXT. 

Paris  Lovers!  Are  you  nuts?  Are  you  made  of 
money?  For  an  easier  getaway,  come  to  our  rental 
cabins  in  downtown  Apascagoula,  close  to  Cater- 
pillarTractor  Inc.  and  the  world-famous  Hole  in  the 
Wall.  We're  white,  right,  and  polite!  Reservations: 
www.liclpyclmcotttaherc.com. 

For  Sale:  Colorful  Noe  Valley  Nursery  School 
Quilt,  created  in  2006.  Originally  found  in  shopping 
bag  on  sidewalk  in  front  of  Noe  Valley  Ministry; 
barely  used.  Handmade!  Best  offer.  555-SWIPE. 

It’s  Just  Launch  is  a  specialized  dating  service  for 
busy  NASA  astronauts  who  don't  have  time  to  frat¬ 
ernize.  Get  set  up  on  a  casual  mission  over  lunch, 
brunch,  or  a  freeze-dried  meal  in  a  discreet,  no-at¬ 
mosphere  setting.  Don't  get  cast  off  when  you  could 
blastoff!  1 -888-SHUTTLE. 

Gourmet  Grout:  Totally  organic,  nontoxic.  Dries 
fast,  lasts  forever.  Thick.  Used  once.  555-STUCK. 


And  Bingo  Is  Our  Game.  Here’s  your  ticket  to  the  latest  neighborhood  craze,  Noe 
Valley  Bingo.  All  you  have  to  do  is  go  outside,  spot  five  items  in  a  row — vertical,  horizontal, 
or  diagonal — and  be  the  first  to  yell  “Bingo!”  and  claim  your  prize.  For  rules  and  prize 
descriptions,  go  to  www.b-word.con.  Card  by  a  dog  named... 


Beagle  Hounds  Quarterback  Smith 


At  noon  on  April  1,  Peezar  Stadium 
was  closed  off  with  a  police  cordon, 
and  the  future  of  football  in  Noe  Valley 
was  looking  grim.  Following  yesterday's 
clash  between  the  49ers,  who  are  now 
based  at  their  new  Sanchez  and  Day 
Street  stadium  (see  story,  previous  page), 
and  the  neighborhood  dog  owners  who 
have  used  the  dog  run  surrounding  the 
football  field,  all  games  are  suspended 
pending  an  investigation  of  the  melee. 

It  all  started  in  the  third  quarter  of  the 
8  a.m.  49ers  vs.  Detroit  Devil  Dogs  game, 
when  a  pug  named  Henry  broke  away 
from  his  dog  walker  and  jumped  on  Pitsy, 
a  bulldog-shih-tzu  mix.  The  hybrid, 
owned  by  Emilio  Pucci  of  23rd  Street,  re¬ 
taliated  with  a  yip  and  rolled  downhill 
onto  the  Peezar  field.  On  the  way,  Pitsy 's 
leash  tangled  in  the  legs  of  a  weimariner, 
an  Irish  setter,  and  Quarterback  Alex 
Smith,  who  was  then  dragged  toward  the 
Devil  Dogs’  end  zone,  nearly  causing  a 
safety  and  two  points  for  the  other  side. 
Meanwhile,  Hambone.  a  Beagle  with  a 


penchant  for  pigskin,  took  off  to  join  the 
fracas,  followed  by  his  owner,  Greg 
Lablover,  who  was  instantly  tackled  by 
49er  cheerleader  and  special  teams  player 
Debra  Neeman.  When  cops  finally  sepa¬ 
rated  the  pile.  Smith  had  a  separated 
shoulder,  Lablover  was  unconscious, 
Neeman’s  jeans  were  torn,  and  Hambone 
had  swallowed  the  football. 

— Fred  Bassett 


PONTIAS  PIRATES 

We  Will  Whip  You  Into  Shape 
2400  Church  Street 

near  the  Aqueduct 

If  you  don't  like  our  exercise  regimen, 
we  will  wash  our  hands  of  you. 


The 

Scarlet  Sage 
Herb  Co. 


organic 

herbs  and  extracts 
vitamins  &  supplements 
natural  body  care 
homeopathy 
flower  essences 
aromatherapy 
unique  plant-inspired  gifts 

11:00  a.m.- 6:30  p.m. 

Every  Day 

1173  Valencia  at  23rd  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  94110 
415-821-0997 

Herbalists  on  staff 
Classes  offered 


